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________ Helps |

T
For the Teacher

Teaching the Bible is a privilege that God has given us, but it entails a great responsibility, since the
teaching must be based on the Word of God. Therefore, we should be very careful to search the
Scripture. We
must seek the purpose that God wishes to communicate through the biblical writers.

In this labor, certainly, you will be the one who learns most as you study and impart each lesson.
Therefore, be grateful for the privilege that you have to draw close to the Scriptures in order to then
teach it to others. Make each encounter with the Bible an intimate time with the Lord.

Think how the Lord himself is teaching you with love and patience so that you will grow and become
one to pass on to others the things that He has taught you (Matthew 28:20).

Following, we have included for you various suggestions that we hope will help you to prepare and
better present each lesson.

Preparing the lesson

1 Before preparing each lesson, pray, asking God for wisdom and discernment to understand
the biblical study passages and to apply it to your life. Additionally, pray for your students so
that they may be receptive to the teaching of the Word of God, so that in the midst of the
particular situations in which they are living, the Word of God would be of help, strength, and
guidance.

2. Prepare a place free from distractions to study the lesson, where there is a table or desk. It's
important to have some materials available such as paper, pens, pencils, and erasers, among
others.

3. In addition to the book, you will need a Bible, and it would be of much help if you have on hand
different versions. Also, try to have a language dictionary, a biblical dictionary and a good
biblical commentary related to the lesson on hand.

4. Read the objective for the lesson multiple times. Knowing where you want to take the lesson
will make the path much easier.

5. Memorize the Bible verse. You should be an example of what you are going to teach.

6. Read the lesson thoroughly as many times as necessary. Knowing the topic deeply will help
you to develop the class time.

7. The bookis designed for youth. Therefore,read the introductory activity. Practice it to be sure
that it's feasible. Check to see if it will be necessary to take any additional material to the
class.

8. Look in the Bible and read each biblical reference as indicated. Practice the reading,
especially of those passages that have difficult words to pronounce.

9. Make your own summary of the lesson to guide yourself in the class. Write on a sheet of
paper, or electronically on a tablet or phone, the name of the lesson, the principal points and
develop a summary as you study the lesson, point by point. Write out and highlight the biblical
references that will be read during the class.

10. Look for the meaning of unknown words so that you may better understand the lesson.
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Presenting the Lesson

1 Be the first one to arrive at the classroom and arrange the area in the best way possible. For
each new unit, you can change the arrangement of the chairs, the board, etc. Look for ways
to create a comfortable environment for the development of the class. Remember that a good
environment will help create good attitudes from people.

2. Always begin at the scheduled time.

3. Start by welcoming your students. This allows you to create a comfortable study
environment. Know the name of each student, looking for ways to remember the names of
new students.

4. Begin class with prayer, asking the Lord to help all to understand His Word and to give
everyone the desire to obey it.

5. Begin with the introductory activity; this will help to enter into the topic.

6. Write the title of point 1 and begin to explain it. Use the board and the flip chart as a teaching
resource to note explanations. When you finish point 1, write the title of point 2 and continue in
this way. Highlight important aspects of the topic.

7. Encourage the participation of each person in the class. Form work groups to develop each
point. Ask your students to look up the biblical references, read them, and comment on them.
Allow them to give their points of view. Ask for the participation of those who for any reason
don’t participate. Don'’t criticize any suggestion, be polite and don’t avoid difficult discussions.
Rather, guide them with the council of the Word of God.

8. Dedicate a few minutes to comment on how to apply the biblical truths learned in class to our daily
lives.

9. Motivate the students to invite other youth to the next class. In a creative way, give them an
idea of what the next lesson will deal with. Create anticipation in the youth.

10. Finish the class with prayer. Do it in different ways each day.

Other suggestions

1 Goals and prizes: You can offer a simple prize for the students that, during each class:
= Memorize all the biblical texts.
= Punctually attend all the classes of the unit.

2 Memorization. An important aspect of learning the Bible is memorization. You should keep in
mind that when something is memorized, it's typically understood better and for a longer time.
Therefore, help your students understand each biblical text that they are going to memorize.
In order to do so, you can help by reading or writing it from different versions of the Bible,
explaining to the students the meaning of difficult words, and helping them apply the text to a
real situation in their lives. The following are some activities that we hope will help in the task
of memorizing and helping others memorize the Word of God. Of course, you should choose
the activity that works best in your situation. Keep in mind the number of people in each class,
the characteristics of the class, and the class area and resources available.

= Write the text on the board, and as you develop the lesson, begin to erase words as the
students memorize them. Give some sort of prize to the first person that says the verse
correctly.

= Form teams of no more than four people. Give each team cards with words from the
memory verse (one word per card). Allow one or two minutes so that, without looking at the
Bible, the students put the verse together correctly and all the members of the team
memorize it. Give a prize to the winning team.

» Hide the text somewhere inside the classroom. Allow some time for students to look for it
and memorize it. The one who achieves this first will be the winner. Don’t forget a prize!

= Make stations in different places in the classroom. At each one, present part of the lesson.
Before beginning each point, they must memorize part of the verse. The hope is that by
the end of the lesson, all will have the verse memorized.
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» Make two groups and ask each one to memorize the verse by creating hand motions. After
a few minutes, when all members of the teams have the verse and the respective hand
motions memorized, they will present it to the other group.

= Divide the class into multiple groups to memorize the text. The group that memorizes it
first and can say it without any mistakes will be the winner. Give some sort of recognition
to the winning group.

How to Pray with The One Seeking God’s Face

Be prepared to pray with those who want to pray as the class respond to the lesson in faith. Make
arrangements for the pastor and/or other mature believers to help you particularly when many
responses are expected.

a.
b.
C.

g.

Realize the importance of the moment and give it full attention
Kneel, sit or stand next to the person you intend to help.
Silently pray for God’s guidance and, without interrupting his/her prayer, pray for them too. He or
she is the one who must pray and you are only there to assist as the Holy Spirit leads.
Listen to the seeker’s prayer to determine if they need help.
When the seeker has finished praying, find out if he has the assurance that his prayer was
answered. You do not have to know what the prayer was about.
If the seeker continues to pray without coming to an end, or without being specific:
i. Carefully ask if you can help. Once permission has been granted,
ii. Find out why he/she came to pray.
iii. Briefly guide them with the relevant Scriptures.
iv. Together pray for the specific need and trust God with the request.
v. When you have finished praying, find out if he has the assurance that his prayer was
answered. If not, briefly encourage them to continue trusting God and walking in the light as
God leads them. Remind them that it is only by faith in God that they can have victory and,
once the work is done in them, the Holy Spirit will testify with their spirit. There may be no
physical manifestations but the assurance of the Holy Spirit will always be there.
Remember to give the pastor the names of all the seekers and the outcomes of their prayers.
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How much is a
money Worth? L\

Objective: That the students would discover the true value of money in the life of Christians.

To memorize: “Jesus answered, ‘If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” (Matthew 19:21)

Introductory activity
= Materials: Paper and pencil.

= Instructions: Write on the board the following affirmation and the question: If you had such amount of
money (give a specific amount, depending on the country), what would you spend it on? This exercise
serves to reflect on what each student gives relevance or worth to and introduces the topic.

Did you know that a person can become blinded by money? It's true! Because of money, a person can become
blind to their relatives, unable to see the people that surround them, unable to see a world in need that grows
more in need each day and is right next to them. But overall, they are unable to see the Word of God, and as a
consequence, they stray far away from the Kingdom.

Money has been and continues to be something important in the daily life of people. One works, among many
other reasons, for money, with which one is able to buy and sell. There exists a popular saying that goes:
“almost all can be bought with money”. Money came to solve the complications that were generated by trade
(exchange of things or services), which was used to be able to sell goods or services within society. Money is
used to buy, to pay for services and when our economy permits, to be saved. But, have you ever asked yourself,
“What is money?” Yes, they are pieces of paper and of metal. Esthetically speaking, they are not necessarily
beautiful pieces.

However, it would be difficult to find anyone in this world that doesn’t desire to have it, and who, regardless of how
much money he or she comes to have, won’t always want more.

In the Bible, we find Jesus in a conversation with a rich young man. By the attitude that the young man
demonstrated, we can understand the value that money had for him. It's necessary to discover the correct way
to understand the true value of money so that it may serve us, rather than for us to serve it. The love of money
and the desire to have many possessions are not recent matters, but rather ancient, which is why the Bible
discusses it.

1. The value of money

Money is a means created by man which should be earned in an honorable way and used with wisdom. Scripture
indicates that money is a protection from poverty and the problems that come with it, and money allows people to
acquire the fundamental basics for life. It's not to be treasured, since we’ll take absolutely nothing with us upon death.
In our dalily life, it's common to hear commentaries related to money, principally about the lack of it. Some years
ago in a university class, they gave us a very interesting book “Consumerism and New Poor People,” the title
already having much to tell us. This book mentions the great problem that the economic politics which govern
the world lead us to. The key point of the topic is that in the overvaluing of brands, today it doesn’t matter so
much how you dress but rather what brand you are wearing. It's no longer enough to provide for needs, but
rather the interests which mark a society of consumerism. In a few words, it would appear that money, more than
being used for basic necessities (food, housing, clothing), exists to cater to vanity. What would happen if we
stopped to look at our possessions, and being honest with ourselves asked ourselves, “How much of what we
have really is necessary and how much is simply for pleasure?” What would our response be?

One of the problems that we see is that money becomes more and more insufficient. On one hand, this is fact;
without understanding much about economics, we can see that the economic situation of the world is going
through difficult times, and monetary values seem to drop each day. Combined with that, there is also an invisible
problem: money is insufficient because the market offers us more and more unnecessary products, which call
for our attention and we falsely believe that they will give us an added value if we possess them.

The Bible says in 1 Timothy 6:9,“Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.” People work and work as if, by buying the
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most recent product being sold, they will receive eternal happiness. What's more, we buy it and nothing
changes, but the following week the same product comes out “improved”, and we come to desire it, falling into
a vicious cycle. This is what God calls in HisWord “foolish ambitions.” Therefore, we cannot say that money is
good or bad, or that it’s of the devil. Money is a great tool for people, and we Christians cannot exclude ourselves,
saying “We don’t need money.” But the value that we should give to it's totally different than the value which the
world gives it. Ask your students:“What value do you believe that we as Christians should give to money?”

2. The usefulness of money

Begin by asking the students: What is money useful for? What problems can the love of money bring you? Suggest
that they look up the following passages:1 Timothy 6:7-10, 17, 18.

Money has the capacity to satisfy our basic needs, such as food, education, clothing and housing; all the rest is
pure vanity. “But if we have food and clothing, we’ll be content with that.” (1 Timothy 6:8)

How do we use the money that we earn or that we have? We as Christians know that money serves to cover our
needs, and we should recognize that it also covers many wants that are not necessary. We shouldn’t be anxious to
get more and more money, but rather we should be happy with what we have. We should understand that we’re not
valuable for what we have or what we earn, but for who we are as people.

What should we use the money for that we earn? In various biblical passages, we can find a good use for money.
For example, in Ephesians 4:28, it speaks of working and earning money in order to share. In 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12,
it speaks of working and earning money so as to support ourselves. So we see money from a new perspective: not
to satisfy ourselves or to accumulate it, but rather to serve God, for personal sustenance and to do good. This is the
teaching that God had for the young rich man in Matthew 19:21. Money is not good or bad in and of itself; what is
good or bad is the way we use it.

3. Stewardship of money

Begin by asking students: What problem do we encounter in these passages with respect to not sharing what we
have? What benefits will we obtain if we share what we have with others? Suggest that they look at the following
passages: Matthew 19:21-22 and 2 Corinthians 9:6-8.

As children of God, we should demonstrate who our Father is, even in the stewardship of money. We must be conscious
of the fact that money is provided by God and it's from Him; it doesn’t belong to us, but we should administrate it.
People try to fill their lives with money and possessions because they are in a consumerist society. Instead, we
Christians understand that God has supplied absolutely everything, and we still have so much to give. As Christians,
if we seek the kingdom of God, we're not going to lack any of our basic needs, as promised in Matthew 6:32-33.The
Christian sees money as a provision of God for their life, and this becomes an act of faith: trusting that God will supply
all our needs.

Money is a blessing, and as a blessing, we should ask for wisdom in administering it correctly, being willing to give
to our neighbors and to the service of the Lord. We should take into consideration the advice of JohnWesley: “Gain
all that you can, save all that you can, so that you can give all that you can.”

We should think about how to distribute our money in such a way that we can put aside what is for God, and have
what we need for our basic needs, so that there is still some left to share with others and to save. This is possible
if we see money not as an end in itself, but rather as a means of blessing that God gives us to bless others. In 2
Corinthians 9:6-8, we're encouraged to be generous Christians, who think not only of our own needs, but also of the
needs of others. Let’s put to the test our ability to give. On how many occasions have we given away something
or money for our needy neighbor or for the work of God in our church? We as students and some as workers
perhaps don’t have alarge or constant income, but we all have something that we can give. Let’s give generously.

Review/Application:
Discuss as a group.
1 Whatis the difference between vanity and what is a necessity? (Vanity is something superficial, a want, a
style that marks society. A necessity is something basic/required for life.)
2 According to Ephesians 4:28, what should we do with our money? (Share with those in need.)

3 What advice doesWesley give us? (Earn all that we can, save all that we can, so we can give all that we
can.)
What is the use and the value of money? (Money is useful for basic needs. Insofar as value, money is not good or
bad. Its value is determined by how we use it.)

[10]



Work ... what a 9
bOther! L\

Objective: That the students would understand the responsibility that we have to God for our work.

To memorize: “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human
masters.” Colossians 3:23

Introductory activity
= Materials: Each one receives paper and a pencil.

Instructions: Have the students form a circle. Pass out a small piece of paper and a pencil to each student. Then,
askthemtowrite the name of ajob or profession that they would like to have (construction worker, painter, architect,
doctor, cook, administrator, etc.), without letting anyone see. Then, ask each student to ask another person
which the job they wrote down. They should then begin to form groups with those who have written the same
job and share with each other why they like that job. If some students end up by themselves, they can
share with the group why they like that job so that everyone can participate. Generally, together with work comes
discontentment, be it due to inadequate salaries, excessive responsibilities or innumerable pressures, and the
fear of losing their job. Work is a part of the human life. Our work occupies most of our time and requires that we
use our capacities to carry it out. Tobe satisfied with our work, Scripture teaches us that we should do everything,
including work, as doing it for the Lord.

Nowadays, it would be difficult for many people to imagine a work week of more than 8 hour days, or without
resting Saturday and Sunday, or one of the two, or whichever day during the week, or other rights which we depend
on today such as vacation time, bonuses, medical insurance, etc. In the 16th century, work conditions were very
different. Workdays could last up to 16 hours, with jobs beginning at 4 in the morning and ending at 8 at night.
However, although in many cases conditions have improved, there still exits much inconformity. Today, “fun at work”
is being promoted, but not all workplaces can install things in the workplace like relaxation areas, gyms, pool tables,
etc. What is wanted is good attitudes among workers to increase efficiency.

1. Who invented work?

TheWord of God teaches us that work was instituted by God before the fall. Let's read Genesis 2:15. The first thing that God
did with Adam was to put him to work (Genesis 2:19). Work was created for the benefit of humans, although some people
don’t believe it to be so. Work is not a consequence of sin. It's not a curse. After the fall, work became more difficult (Genesis
3:17-19), but it was not the punishment for sin. On the contrary, work gives people dignity, which is why in Exodus 20:9, God
declares, “Six days you shall labor and do all your work...” In Exodus 20:11, we see that God himself worked.

2. Why do we work?

Work is an activity that comes from God, and through Him, our needs are provided. Ecclesiastes 5:18 says, “This
is what | have observed to be good: that it's appropriate for a person to eat, to drink and to find satisfaction in their
toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given them—for this is their lot.” This passage
teaches us that we should enjoy work and the fruits that it brings, and we shouldn’t be irritated or annoyed by it.

In the Bible, we find the following:

o If we're faithful, God is the one who makes our work prosper. This truth should be our motivation in our
efforts as employees. Many don’t prosper in their jobs and they see their lives frustrated because they
don’t understand this truth. (Genesis 39:2-3)

e God gives us our abilities. Exodus 36:1 demonstrates this truth. God gives us unique abilities. There
doesn’t exist one person who is better than another, but rather each one is given different abilities. It's
our job to develop these abilities and to use them to the fullest.

e God controls promotions. Psalms 75:6-7 shows us that promotions don’t depend on our boss, but on
God. This should change our attitude at work.

The child of God should do all that is placed in his hands in the best possible way. Ecclesiastes 9:10 says,
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all you might, for in the realm of the dead, where you are going,
there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.” When it says all, that includes work as well.
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Years later, Paul refers to servants in Colossians 3:22-25, commanding them to obey their earthly masters,
not serving only when they are seen, but serving correctly even when they are not being controlled or when
they are not seen. All that is done at work should be done with a heart understanding that one is serving God,
and that it's part of one’s testimony, without worrying about whether the work is secular or Christian, or if the
boss is good or bad. According to the apostle, absolutely all that is done is seen by God whom we say that
we love and serve. For that reason, the apostle motivates us to do everything with all our hearts.

3. Why should I work?

The Bible motivates us to do everything with diligence and excellence. A Christian should never be connected
to laziness or mediocrity. In 2 Thessalonians 3:8-9, the apostle writes a phrase that was common among the
Hebrews: “nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it”; this involves the idea of earning one’s living.
The apostle affirms that they didn’t accept a room or food without paying for it. The apostle was referring to
the fact that no one should be maintained or live at the expense of others.

In 2 Thessalonians 3:10, it goes on to say, “For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule, ‘The one
who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” This verse clearly shows us an exhortation for people who didn’t desire
to work. It's possible that idle people were asking for food from the church, and Paul commands them to work,
as is honorable for people, and so receive their daily provisions. It was a general rule for the poor that they
work each day to earn their provisions and have food to eat.

When it comes to work, we as Christians should be careful. In no way should work be an impediment to the service
of God, because if it's so, one demonstrates by their actions that work is first in life and not God. (Matthew 6:33)
It's important to keep the day of rest. This commandment is still very useful today. The body is like a machine that
needs its time of rest. This can be difficult when one is under pressure from work or economic or academic
pressure, but it's important to apply faith by working hard and conscientiously for six days and pray that the Lord
would make our time bear fruit in what we do. The Lord himself instituted a day of rest in Exodus 20:8-11 for the
physical, mental and spiritual wellbeing. We shouldn’t fail to take care of our health, which has also been given by
the Lord.

Work is very important for sustaining ourselves, but it's also important because it helps to develop the worker’s
character. Work can create discipline, diligence, skill, restraint, responsibility and leadership.

Review/Application:

Discuss as a group.
1. Who invented work and for what purpose? (God did, in order to administer creation, to sustain us, and
to develop us.)

2. What does 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12 teach us about work? (No Christian should be connected to laziness
or mediocrity. Each one should work to support him or herself.)

3. What principles for success in work do we find in the testimony of Joseph in Genesis 39:1-5; 21-23;
41:397? (If we obey God and we behave correctly in our work, He will be with us and all will work for
good.)

4. According to Colossians 3:22-24, even in our work, we serve God. Is this true in your life? In what way?

5. What does Ecclesiastes 9:10 teach us? (While we have life, we should give our greatest effort in all the
we do.)

Challenge the class to commit themselves to work hard and do their best in all that they do. They can even talk
to their parents or others to help them grow in this area.
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Administrators or e
-\

owners?

Objective: That the students would understand that what he or she has is of the Lord and that he
or she is an administrator of those possessions.

To memorize: “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever
is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.” Luke 16:10

Introductory Activity

= Materials: Pass out paper and pencils

= |nstructions: Ask each student to write a list of 10 things that they own that they love a lot. In front of
each one, they should write the pronoun ‘my’; for example: my cell phone, my computer, my wallet,
my rings, etc.
Then, ask them to reflect on Psalm 24:1“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all
who live in it” and help them to think how all they have is the Lord’s, not only in theory but also in
practice.

Once they finish, tell them that none of the things they wrote are totally theirs and to write the list anew, this
time write ‘your’. For example: your cell phone, your computer, your wallet, your rings, etc.

When born again as Christians, people encounter an endless number of challenges and new skills that require action
and practice in daily life. The challenge of giving up the “I” to do the will of God is perhaps the greatest conflict that
the Christian will have to deal with in life. It will be a challenge to face each day; Jesus himself did so when he said,
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23).
The human being, by nature, is selfish, tending to think of “me” and nothing but that. One of the times in which
this can be seen best is in children between 4 and 5 years old, who demand things for themselves and declare
ownership of absolutely everything around them, including their parents’, guardians’ or friends’ attention at play.
Although over time there is a process of maturity, the tendency to think “only of me” persists throughout life.
When born in Christ, the conflict with this aspect begins, since the goal, in the words of Paul, should be that “l no
longer live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).This dilemma takes on another dimension when confronted
with the biblical idea that all things that humans claim to possess, even life itself, don’t really belong to them, but
are of God, and that the person, on the contrary, is simple the administrator. As Psalm 24:1 says,“The earth is
the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world,and all who live in it.”

1. Of what are we administrators (Stewards)?

The truth that the Bible communicates to us is that while God is the owner of all things, he puts everything in the
hands of his creation, i.e., humanity, so that we could be administrators (not owners) of these resources and
take care of them as good administrators.

What do we administer?
It would be very important at this time to be reminded of what God has given to us to care for as administrators,
according to Genesis 1:26, 28. List with your students the things of which we’re administrators, and write the ideas
on the board. These can be some of the answers.
God has trusted us to administer:
e Our soul, the spirit made in the image of God, with the understanding, imagination, memory, will and
emotions that encompass the human being.
Our bodies, with all their power, members, organs, and senses.
The goods of this world: food, clothing, homes, and money.
¢ The talents and spiritual gifts that allow us to develop ourselves in our life in this world.

2. How can | be a good administrator?
Although we saw some of this in Lesson 1, now we’ll look in closer detail. Wesley gives three points which
summarize how we should manage God'’s resources that he has entrusted to us:
a. “Earn all that you can”
= Without doing so at the expense of our lives, health,and bodies. It shouldn’t lead to an unmeasured and
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harmful lifestyle, for life should be balanced andintegrally healthy.
= Without damaging our minds; keeping a healthymind.
= Without it leading to anything sinful or illegal.
= Without it being harmful to our neighbors: not to themselves, to their bodies or to their possessions,
and without charging them unjustly.
b. “Save all that you can”
= Without spending it on something that will only gratify the desires of the flesh or the pleasures of our
senses: unnecessary foods, expensive or unnecessary decoration or ornamentation.
= Without spending it on things solely to be recognized or admired by others.
= Without spending it on things for others that are not of benefit to them; rather, giving them only what
is necessary and what, with certainty, will edify their lives.
c. “Give all that you can”
= First: Provide for what you need for yourself: food, dress, health.
= Second: Provide all that is necessary for your family and those who live under your roof.
= With what’s left: Do good for the family of faith.
= If there’s still some left: Do good for all people.

3. The parable of the administrator
Suggestion for studying the parable:
* The parable of the astute administrator can be read together by all. Then, you can divide up into groups to
analyze and reflect on the teaching of the parable for our livestoday.
Concerning stewardship or administration, speak about the parable of the astute administrator as found in
Luke 16:1-13 which, as a forewarning, is not an easy passage to interpret. In this parable, according to the
commentator Barclay, we're given an example of the slyness that can be found very well in real life more than in
literature. This parable was directed, according to the passage, to the disciples, but it included all the
sympathizers and even the Pharisees that were listening to him, according to verse 14.
This steward was as unfaithful as one could be toward a master or supporter, but in verse 9 we read the words
of Jesus and they seem to confuse us.
Was Jesus approving dishonesty in stewardship? No, not at all; rather, what he was teaching them was:
= That as stewards, they should use earthly riches in such a way that by their good use, they store up
heavenly and everlasting treasures. The disciples needed to use diligence, sagacity, and prudence to
ensure a place in eternity, just as the steward uses his employment to ensure a future on earth.
= Jesus was teaching them that Christians would be more genuine if they were as interested in living and
serving Christ no matter the consequences, as those of the world are interested in possessing money
and all that can be had with it.
= Qur Christian life will begin to be sincere and will bear fruit when we dedicate as much time and interest
to the gospel as we dedicate to pleasure, business, boyfriends and girlfriends, sports, or studies.

Without a doubt, being a Christian and being one fully, demands that we're conscientious as stewards or
administrators of our role before God, before oneself, and before our neighbor. A correct relationship with the
Owner and Creator of all things leads to a proper completion of the functions delegated to his creation, humanity
in this case; it leads to a correct administration (stewardship) of all things in this world that have been given to
humanity.

Review/Application

Answer individually and then discuss as a class:

1. How do I feel when | consider the things which | wrote in the list of “my possessions” are not really mine, but
rather than I'm administering them temporarily?

2. Inthe great ways that I’'m called to administer, in which do | need to pay more attention to be able to
administer in a better way?Why?

3. Being honest with myself, if | had to give myself a grade from 10 to 100 to judge the way that I'm
administering my possessions, what grade would | give myself? Why?

4. What changes should be made in my life in light of what | have learned in this lesson?

Challenge your students to take the role of administrators seriously. Help them in their weak areas.
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Who can help me? e

Objective: That the students would value the importance of asking for advice in order to make
wise decisions.

To memorize: “Listen to advice and accept discipline, and at the end you will be counted among
the wise.” Proverbs 19:20

Introductory Activity (12-17 years)

= Materials: A circle with a bull’'s-eye drawn on it and darts with glue or tape on the points.

= Instructions: Form two or three groups. Set up the bull's-eye on the wall where the darts should be
aimed. Each group will select one representative who will have their eyes covered. The representative
from each group will walk with eyes covered from the place where their group is to the place where
the bull’'s-eye is set up. Once there, each representative will have an opportunity to try to put the dart
in the center of the bull’s-eye. The members of his or her team will be able to guide their representative
by giving oral instructions from their places, but never using physical contact. The winning team will
be the one whose representative manages to place their dart closest to the center of the bull's-eye.
One variation of the activity is that members from other teams can be of distraction for opposing
representatives by giving incorrect instructions. If you cannot find a bull’s-eye set for this activity, you
could instead use small balls that need to be put into a basket with eyes closed.

After the activity, tell students that many times, making wise decisions becomes like playing bull’'s-eye with eyes
closed, where one doesn’t know whether or not they will be on target. For this reason, it's necessary to have the
help of others who show us things that we cannot see; in other words, others who counsel us.

Today, adolescents and youth live surrounded by means of communication that bombards them with all types
of products, programs, games, etc. The daily use of Internet, friends from school and work, the accelerated life,
parents that work all day, minimal church attendance, loss of moral values, etc. cause youth to encounter difficult
situations each day in which they need to make wise decisions. For this reason, it's necessary that they can
count on suitable people to counsel them. Today we want the students to realize that they need to seek out the
correct people from which they can receive good advice and not be led away from the correct path.

1. In search of good counselors
In Psalms 1:1, we find two pieces of advice regarding counselors.

a. Avoid the advice of bad advisers:

The first is that if you want to be happy, you should avoid living in the counsel of the wicked; in other words, from
the people that don’t have the fear of the Lord, who don’t care about going against the will of God in order to
satisfy their own desires. It's very important, then, to decide from whom we’ll seek advice. Let's analyze two
youth who followed bad advice and how it turned out for them. You can divide the class into two groups and ask
each group to read one short story and come up with the teaching point. Then, each group should choose a
representative who will explain the passage and the teaching with the other group. In this way, all the class will
be familiar with the examples and the application.

* Amnon (2 Samuel 13:1-29): As a consequence, his brother ordered that he be killed.
* Rehoboam (1 Kings 12:1-20): He lost the kingdom and the support of the people.

b. Look for good advisers:

On the contrary, one must look for the advice of people who fear the Lord, who keep hisWord, whose lives are
a reflection of a relationship with Him, people that love us, who speak truth to us, in whom we trust, who commit
to praying with and for us. It would be good if these people have gone through similar experiences to our own
because they will share with us from their experience, but this is not arequirement.

Does this mean that we shouldn’t seek advice from those who are not Christian? Of course we may, but first
we should consider those whose advice we're seeking. Try to look for someone who, be it through academic
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preparation or work or life experience, will share new knowledge, or will help to analyze the situation in a
clearer way. However, even if we listen to expert advice on the topic from non-Christians, we should always ask
for help from family and brothers and sisters of faith to be sure that the decision reflects love for and a desire
to please God. In the book of Proverbs, there are many principles concerning the importance of good advisers:
“Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed” (Proverbs 15:22);“but victory is won through
many advisers” (Proverbs 11:14b);“Surely you need guidance to wage war, and victory is won through many
advisers” (Proverbs 24:6).

One of the great benefits of having advisers is that they will help to interpret the situation and to see details
that we’re probably not considering. An adviser can also help to maintain a balanced position, thus avoiding
the possibility that criteria will be manipulated when analyzing alternative positions.

2. Let’s seek the counsel of God

The second piece of advice (although, in order of importance, it's the first) that can be found in Psalms 1 is the
following:“Surrender your will in obedience to the Word of God.” Verse 2 invites us to meditate on Scripture day
and night; in other words, it says how at all times, in all circumstances, in every place, regardless of the
consequences, there must be a commitment and connection to God and his Word.

As we learn more of the Word, we’ll have more understanding of His advice. When King David passed through
a time of trial and emotional crisis in which he fell into despair, he went to the temple and there found the
counsel of God through prayer (Psalms 73:1-28). In verse 24, David exclaims: “You guide me with your
counsel...” There, David realizes that his hope is God and nothing else has value.

Other passages also support the idea of seeking the counsel of God in his Word. Proverbs 3:1, 21 read, “My
son, don’t forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart... preserve sound judgment and discretion,”
and the prophet exclaims in Isaiah 25:1,“Lord, you are my God; | will exalt you and praise your nhame, for in
perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago.” God gives advice in his Word for
each need or decision that you must make. You only need to look for that advice through prayer and through
hisWord.

3. Situations in which we should seek advice

Christian youth encounter the need to make multiple decisions each day. Some are short-term, such as: what
clothing I will wear, which team will | root for, if | will go to school or not, if I will go out with this or that boy/girl,
if I will do my homework or not, etc...

But some decisions that we make are long-term and can change our lives. For example, who will | marry, what
major will | study, if | will try drugs and alcohol or not, if | will be a good Christian or not, what will | invest my
earned money in, what will | do for work, etc.
It's important that as Christian youth, we're willing to not make decisions lightly, but rather to make wise
decisions.
Read His Word, seek God and people who love you; they will be able to give you good advice.

Review/Application

Answer individually and then discuss as a group if people are comfortable:

* How can you distinguish between good and bad advisers, according to Psalms 1:1-27?
* Are you listening to bad advisors? Who?Why?

* Do you believe that God can counsel you? How?

*  Why is it often difficult to ask advice of God?

*  What kind of an advisor are you being for others?

* Name the areas in your life in which you could use counsel rightnow:
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Save for

tomorrow...today

Objective: That the students would understand the importance of saving, and would know how to
save according to biblical principles.

To memorize: “The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.” Proverbs
21:5

Introductory Activity

o Materials: It will be necessary to have a board to write on, paper, pencil, and six chocolate coins or real
coins, or play bills for each student.

e Instructions: Before beginning the class, write the following articles on the board in list form (or cut the
products from newspaper and place them on the board or on a table): clothes that are in style, a
professional development course*, flat-screen TVs, a university course*, music devices, video and audio
systems, a video game, a house*, a trip, a language course*, and imported perfume or other things that
the youth like. At the start of the class, distribute paper, pencils, and three chocolate coins (or real coins
or toy bills) to each student. Tell them that the value of each one can only buy one of the items listed on
the board; this means they may buy three of the items. Ask them to choose which items they’d like to buy.
After they have made their choices, discuss with them the reasons why the decided to buy those items.
Those students who chose the items with a * will be able to receive three more coins, in reward for their
good purchase. Atthe end of the activity,talk with the students about how much they would need to save
for each of these things. The objective of the activity is to allow the students to reflect on the importance
of saving and spending wisely in order to be able to enjoy their purchases in the long run.

This generation is known for their search for momentary satisfaction, without concern of what will happen in
the future. This thought, together with the consumerist system in which we live, has moved many youths to
waste what they receive or earn on trivial things (that are unnecessary), ignoring future challenges. There are
many advantages to saving, but only when we do so according to biblical principles.

1. Why save?

a Because we honor God when we save

Concerning the wise man, Proverbs 21:20 says, “There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of
the wise; but a foolish man spendeth it up” (KJV). Tohave treasures in that time was a way of saving, and oil
represented provision. In other words, the verse can be understood in the following way:“The wise man saves
and in his house he lacks nothing, but the fool uses everything foolishly.” When we save, we honor God, obey
HisWord, and are stewards that wisely care for what we have received (Ecclesiastes 7:12).

b. Because it helps us in difficult times

One of the advantages of saving is that we have provisions for difficult times. After Joseph interpreted
Pharaoh’s dream, telling him all that would happen in Egypt, with wisdom he told him,“Save!” (Genesis 41:34-
36).God gave Joseph wisdom, and, due to saving for seven years, God’s people and many other people
survived the time of scarcity.

c. Because it helps us to invest better and frees us from debt

Saving is the opposite of having debt. When we save, we're providing for the future; on the contrary, when we
incur debt, we’re taking away from the future. Be wary of credit cards and making small payments! These
become areal trap if we don’t know how to use them. Many economists say that the best way to buy something
is with cash. We can receive discounts when we buy this way, and we also don’t lose anything to interest.
When we make saving a habit,we diminish the chance of getting in debt and we strengthen our good example
before men (Proverbs 21:5).
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2. Save for therightreasons
a Not for love of riches

1Timothy 6:9-10 speaks about the temptation of the man who wants to become rich, and at the end affirms,
“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” Many people, for love of riches, end up neglecting to tithe,
to pay what is due to the government, and to taking advantage of others by not paying what is just.As a result
of this love for riches, they wander from the faith. The objective of saving shouldn’t be the desire to become
rich, but rather exclusively to administer well what we have received from God and in this way, to honor Him.
To keep what we have only in order to get rich has its root in greed, and it creates in us attitudes that separate
us from God and from His purpose for our lives (Matthew 6:24).

b. Without forgetting our responsibilities

When we have something extra, it makes it much easier for us to help others who are in need. In Galatians
6:10, we're encouraged to do good to all, especially to those from the family of faith. If we have a life in which
debts consume all that we have, we don’t have the capacity to help others. However, if we take care of what we
have and we save wisely, we can help others with what we have, especially those from our ownhome.

c. Without forgetting what is important

In Luke 12:13-21, we encounter the parable of the man who, after his great harvest, planned to build barnsto
keep all he had, and his soul rested in this idea. The first mistake the man in this parable made was to keep all
that he had for himself. This man didn’t give over to God all that belonged to Him, and he didn’t share what he
had received. The second mistake was that afterwards, his soul rested and rejoiced in this fact. The only place
where our soul should rest is in God. Our joy comes from Him, not from what we have, but what we are in God. In
the end, all that we are and have comes from Him (John 3:27). Finally, this man did the opposite of what Jesus
taught in Matthew 6:20; he accumulated treasures for himself and he forgot to store his treasures in heaven
(Matthew 6:33).

3. Practical advice for saving

“Four things on earth are small, yet they are extremely wise: Ants are creatures of little strength, yet they store up
their food in the summer” (Proverbs 30:24-25).

Following are some practical pieces of advice that will help you to save as soon and as much as you

can.

a Keep your accounts under control. Make a budget of your earnings and spending that you’ll use for
the month or the pay period.

h After tithing, separate what you have planned to save. First the tithe, then, the savings.

c Startwith something, evenif it's small. The amount isn’t what matter most; what is important is creating
a habit of saving.

d Keeping your savings under your pillow is not the best option.We should, as soon as possible, start a
savings account; in this way, we don’t lose out with the devaluation of money and we maintain it in a
place free from the temptation to use it. If someone is not old enough to open a bank account, his
or her parents could open one for him or her.

e Take advantage of extra earnings. Wages that we were not expecting or counting on in our budget
are an excellent sum to save!

Review/Application

Answer individually and then discuss as a group if people are comfortable:

Think about how you are using your resources, and some changes that you might need to make from now on
to save. Remember, it's not about quantity, it's about having a concrete plan to invest and save your income
adequately to do what God wants you to do with it.
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Loaned or given? @

Objective: That the students would be motivated to pay attention to the need to take their
commitments seriously.

To memorize: “All these blessings will come on you and accompany you if you obey the Lord your
God.” Deuteronomy 28:2

Introductory activity

[JMaterials: A measuring tape and a surface area on which to work (it could be on the floor or on a table).

UlInstructions: Divide the students into groups of three or more people depending on the number of students; try
to make no more than four teams. Tell them they will build a tower with the things they bring (wallet, purse,
book, watch, planner, music player, coins, CD, shoes, etc.).They may not use the Bible, move objects from
their place, borrow from another team, or remove clothing. They should build it with whatever they already
have. The tallest tower will win. They have three minutes! At the end, ask them, “Would you have liked to be
able to borrow from another team or use things from the room or other people in the church? How did you feel
not being able to borrow from others? Then, have them consider the idea that it's not always possible nor good
to borrow things.

1. What is a loan?

According to the Ocean Dictionary, a loan is “An obligation that one must pay or payback something, or completion
of an obligation. What an interesting definition, coming from a secular dictionary. When we talk about debts it
includes what is owed to credit card companies, bank loans, loans from parents or friends, mortgages andtaxes.

Each day, people around the world focus more on satisfying their own needs, regardless of whether or not they are
basic needs or not. Marketing creates in us an anxiety to possess certain items, and the more we want them, the
more they become a“need.”It would appear that we live in a constant competition, and the idea of being better and
having more separates us from biblical truths and causes us to incur debt to stay ahead as if it were something
normal.

In addition to monetary debt, we also become debtors of another type of debt. For example: How many times a
day do you say the phrase “Lend me...”? How many times in a week? How many times in a month? How many
times do you remember to return something that you’ve borrowed? Generally, we lend something or it's lent to us (a
pencil, a piece of paper,a book, a CD, a notebook, even a favor), and when it's received, the response is “I owe you
one.”

When someone asks for something, he or she becomes a debtor of that which they have borrowed. For that
reason, if you ask to borrow a book from a friend and it gets lost, what will you do? You must buy a new one and
return it because when you asked for it, you acquired a debt in which you promised to return what was lent to you,
except in cases of debt from the bank or another entity in which interest is charged. Then you have to pay back the
original plus extra. In Exodus 22:14, God commanded that if an animal was lent and then it was hurt or it died, it
should be paid for; this can also be applied to anything that is borrowed today. That is why we must think before
we ask to borrow something.

2. The fulfillment of our obligations

Another characteristic of our world currently is the ease with which we can communicate with people in other
places. This becomes simpler when we all speak the same language, although some words change meaning in
different places.

But,when did the meaning of the word loan change? Never. Although some people around us confuse it with a
gift or donation.

* Loan: Togive something to someone so that they may use it during a given time and then make
restitution for it or return it in the same conditions in which it was received.

* Gift: Something given to someone, without receiving anything in exchange, something as a sign of
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affection or consideration or for some other reason.

Those who confuse these ideas obtain objects that have been loaned and never return them and don’t consider
themselves debtors. It would appear that they use the word lend as a diplomatic way of asking for something for
free. Even if there is a lot of trust among friends, we should be very clear when we take on a loan, and we should
be responsible for returning what we have asked toborrow.

Where money is involved, the matter is more complex. | once read in a book, “If a friend asks you to lend him
some money, think carefully about which you want to lose: the friend or the money.” If a friend asks you to lend
himor her money, and your friendship is important but you know they won'’t return it, it would be better to give it
as a gift, though if you can’t give all they want, give what you can.

The Bible commands that one fulfills what has been promised. If you owe something,it’s right to pay it, without delay, as
soon as possible, because, “The wicked borrow and don't repay, but the righteous give generously.” (Psalm 37:21)
In this way, we avoid endangering the name of Jesus before a world that is attentive to our actions.

3. Free or slaves

Proverbs 22:7 says, “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the lender.”"When we have economic
debts, we are slaves to our creditor.

The way in which finances are managed can rob the heart of peace and compromise freedom. In Deuteronomy
28:1-2,12, it says that if the people were obedient to God, they wouldn’t have to borrow from other nations. This
would free them from becoming the slaves of nations that lent to them.

The danger for Christian youth is getting used to living by always borrowing from others, because they have not
learned to live and be happy with what they have (Philippians 4:12).This poor way of living with debt can turn them into
slaves their whole life and can lose their friends. Therefore, now is the time to make good decisions and learn not to
be slaves to debt. And if by necessity, we acquire some sort of debt, we should be responsible in taking care of it in
the amount of time that we have promised.

Review/Application

Answer individually and/or as a group and then discuss as a group if people are comfortable.

Do you agree?

Following, you will find a list of ten phrases. Read each one and answer whether or not you agree

with what each one says. (You may consult the biblical references for help) Then, compare your
responses with the rest of the group and discuss any differences.
Do you agree?
If a friend asks you to lend him some money, you will lose the friend,or the money.
Elijah was the prophet who made a borrowed axe float. (2 Kings 6:5)
When friendship is true, a friend can take from another without letting the owner know.
When we ask for a loan, we’re compromising our future. (Deuteronomy15:6)
If | ask to borrow a CD from a friend and it gets scratched, | don’t need to replace it since my
friend knows that that happens normally. (Exodus 22:14)
In Matthew 5:42, Jesus teaches that if someone asks to borrow something from us, it's best to just
give it to them.
The Bible teaches that people who don’t pay their debts are those who neither fear God nor
honor His Name. (Psalm 37:21)
If you have debt, then you are not free.(Proverbs 22:7)
In Nehemiah 5:2, we find that the people had borrowed grain due to extreme need.
. As Christians, we have a greater responsibility in the administration of our things because we know
that everything is from God and of God.
Help your students think about what they have borrowed ... even very small things which may seem
unimportant. Direct them to make a written list and - if necessary - find a way to help them go and return the
items.
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Lesson

Learn to give "\

Objective: That the students would understand the importance of giving, and be motivated to action.

To memorize: “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8

Those who give, sleep well!

“It was two in the morning when my father woke me up because he had heard sounds in the back yard
ofthe house. We went out and we found a neighbor with a machete in hand who was cutting plantains
from the tree that fed our family. In spite of the risk that the man could have killed my father, my father
said, “Give me the machete.” Then my father cut off one bunch of plantains and gave it to the neighbor.
Then he said, “Everything you need from my yard from here on out, just come through the main door
and don't ask us for it. Remember to leave something for my children.” The compassionate way in which
my father handled the situation with that man was one of the ways that he influenced my life. That night,
he taught me that those who take, eat well, but those who give, sleep well.” PaulW. Powell

Introductory activity
e Materials: Paper and pencil
¢ Instructions: Organize students into pairs, sitting face to face, and give them each a piece of paper and a
pencil. Then, ask each one to write five things that they would ask their partner for. Next, ask them to
exchange papers and read what was requested of them, and let their partner know whether or not they can
give each thing. At the end, gather everyone back together and discuss which things would be easy to give
and which things would be hard to give.

Will you allow me to ask you how much you are worth?” a reporter asked a rich man. He responded, “400,000
dollars.”“But according to my information, you have millions of dollars,” replied the journalist. “That’s true,” the man
said, “but you asked me how much I’'m worth. | believe my price is what | give and not what | possess. Last year
| gave $400,000 for charity work and for me, that is the barometer of my true worth.” If your price was based on
your giving, mare than on your resources, what would be your true worth?

1. The principle of giving
In Matthew 5:42, Jesus gives rules of coexistence about sharing, calling attention and being specific in saying,
“Give to the one who asks you, and don’t turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.” The Jewish
law had specific commandments about giving, and we can read them in Deuteronomy 15:7-11. For that reason,
what Jesus was saying was not something new, but rather something that was not being carried out.
The law referred to the seventh year (v.9), because every seven years, debts were canceled and someone who
was very stingy could refuse to lend money because the seventh year was close and debts would be forgiven.
Obsessions with things that are possessed cause people to back away from the idea of giving what is theirs.
Many times, when someone approaches us to ask us for something, we ask what they need it for, or at least
won- der what it’s for. Sometimes, homeless people approach us to ask for money and we don'’t give it to them
because we think that they want it to continue using drugs, alcohol, or something of the sort. But we don’t
seek to help them in other ways by giving them, for example: food, clothing, shoes, etc. Jesus was teaching in
the passage of Matthew that we need to have a generous and compassionate spirit for the needy. Perhaps if
we would focus more on treasures in heaven and being content with the food and clothing that we have, it
would be less difficult for us toshare.
According to the commentator Barclay, the rabbis had some principles that should govern giving.

1. No one may be denied.

2. One must give what is necessary for survival.

3. Giving should be done secretly, not for recognition.
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4. Giving is a privilege and an obligation.

2. Giving versus love

In 1 Corinthians 13:3, the apostle expresses that the act of giving doesn’t make me a compassionate or
loving person; sometimes one gives simply for pity or so people will go away. That is not good! The passage
says that it's worthless to give all one possesses if one doesn’t have love. The type of giving that Paul refers
to is not charity of giving just to give, or giving to be done with it. The apostle is referring to giving with profound
feeling, with affection, understanding what the other feels, making it so the one who receives what we give
them doesn’t feel humiliated by what they receive, but rather feels loved.

Giving is not limited only to material things, but also to sharing the great salvation that we have. There are
people who perhaps don’t have physical or material needs, but who do need to fill a heart that is empty and
without peace. When Jesus sent the twelve, he told them, “Freely you have received; freely give” (Matthew
10:8). Generosity is like a tide that lifts and carries the boats; everything benefits from it.” For the Jews, this
was not something unfamiliar to their culture, since the rabies knew that they had received the teachings from
God freely and that they should give in the same way.

3. God loves the cheerful giver

In 2 Corinthians 9:6-9, the God Speaks Today version of the Bible says, “Remember this—a farmer who
plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop.” (v.6).
“You must each decide in your heart how much to give.And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.
For God loves a person who gives cheerfully. And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will
always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. As the Scriptures say, “They share
freely and give generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be remembered forever.” (v.9).

The decision to give before receiving produces a new perspective on life. In the words of a wise man: “We
earn our way in life with what we give.” That allows us to fulfill what God commands us to do and it brings
reward. “And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell
you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.” (Matthew 10:42)

When we experience a genuine spiritual conversion, it's not difficult give. This work of God in us makes us
new creatures; it transforms us from selfish beings that only look to receive, into generous and cheerful givers,
moved and inspired by the gift of grace and salvation that are offered to us in Christ Jesus.“They also will
answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and
didn’t help you?’ He will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you didn’t do for one of the least of these, you didn’t
do for me.’ Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” (Matthew 25:44-46)

Review/Application

Organize the class into teams of three or four members and have each team analyze the following passages,
noting the consequences that we receive for not giving and the blessings that we receive when we give.

* Deuteronomy 15:7-11
e 2 Corinthians 9:6-9

Make a list of things that could be included in a “basket of love” (sugar, coffee, flour, butter, cookies, or something
prepared for them, etc.).Take time at the end of the lesson to ask the students to sign up for something on the
list and to bring food items the following Sunday. The following week, set a box or basket (you can decorate it if
you desire) in the class where the students can place the food they bring.As a class, give it to a family who needs
it at the end of the church service (it could be a family from the church or neighborhood). Be careful to do this in
a way that doesn’t cause embarrassment to the family you're helping.
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Objective: That the students would understand the responsibility that we have before God for our
environment.

To memorize: “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take
care of it.” Genesis 2:15

The story of creation is known by many youths, and it reminds us that God is a Creator and Sustainer and that
He is interested in us and in our lives here on this planet. He himself designed the world to be our home. The
difficulty appears when we as human beings forget our responsibility to respect and care for the environment that
God has provided for us. God has given us the privilege of taking care of His creation! He wants to help us do a
good job!

Introductory Activity

e Materials: Trash (boxes, empty bottles, fruit peels, paper, batteries, dry leaves,etc.) and two plastic
bags of different colors (white and black).

e Instructions: Arrive early to the classroom and toss the trash that you brought throughout the room, over
the tables, chairs,etc. When the students arrive to the classroom, greet them and ask them if they like
how the room looks today. After listening to various reactions, ask them what they can do to fix the
problem. Invite them to pick up the trash, placing it in the plastic bags: the organic trash in the white bag
and the inorganic in the black bag.

At the end of the activity, give the studentsthe opportunity to share how they felt while carrying out the activity.
Motivate them to think aboutour planet like the classroom they had just cleaned.

1. God designed and created planet Earth

In the first verse of the Bible, we read that “God created the heavens and the earth.” In the rest of the first chapter,
we read the amazing account of how God also created each living being: the plants, the animals, and even the
human being. Imagine the powerful and amazing work that God did during the time of creation. Imagine what you
would have felt if you could somehow have been witness to that display of power.

Think about how God “spoke” and there appeared fruits trees and pine trees, flowers, the grass, as well as every
type of animal: the birds, the animals that live in the jungle, in the desert, domestic animals, like cats and dogs, even
bacteria. What amazing variety! When we stop to study the planet which God has given us to live in and care for,
we realize that it's an amazing place and that it has been designed with complete care, delicacy, and precision.

Have students read verses 10, 18, 21, 25 and especially verse 31 of the first chapter of Genesis, then ask them,
“‘What is it that is repeated in each one of these verses?”We read that God saw that what he had made was good.
Genesis 1:31 says in this way, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” That is to say, God didn’t
only design and create our planet, but He also did a good job.Planet Earth is amazing!

In the same way that we like others to respect the things that we create or that belong to us, God instructs us to
take care of the planet that He created. When we're conscientious of the fact that God is the creator of our planet,
we're able to have a correct perspective that will help us to respect His creation.

2. God chose humans to care for planet Earth
Introduce the following exercise and ask them to write their responses on a piece of paper:
* Think of one person that you consider responsible. What makes that person responsible?
* Think of a person that you consider irresponsible. What is it that makes that person irresponsible?

* Think of a person who cares for what they have. What behaviors about that person make you believe
that he or she is a person who is good at caring for their belongings and those of others?

* Finally, have them share their responses with the group. Help them think about how God considered that
we can be responsible, and for that reason He gave us the world to administer. But, how do we respond
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to that request from God?

In Genesis 1:28-31, we read that God, out of his love for people, considered us responsible enough to take care
of creation and make good use out of it. He put animals and plants at our disposal so that they would serve for
food. Plants are not only for food, but they also provide shade and wood for us to build houses. Theanimals also
help with work in the fields and transportation, and domestic animals provide great company.

The interdependence of humans with the environment in which they live is demonstrated clearly in Genesis 2:15.
In this verse, God instructs humans to work the Earth, which is to say that they work it and plant it in order to yield
fruit. Finally, God also tells people to “keep” the Earth.

It's good to know and trust that God provides for our needs. Creation itself is a testimony of the greatness of God’s
power and love, as we saw in the previous point of this lesson. Knowing that God created the Earth and that he
has given it to us to enjoy, our response in thankfulness should be to always care for the Earth and protect the
beings that live on it. As Christians, our behavior should be an example to everyone. We were not only created
by God, but He has given us the special mission of caring for his creation.

3. God will redeem planet Earth

The destruction of creation that man has caused is not a coincidence ... it's a consequence of sin. Since Adam
and Eve disobeyed God in the garden of Eden, sin in the hearts of mankind has caused people to live separated
from God and to not carry out the responsibility that God gave them for caring for the environment (Genesis 3:7-
21).

Finally, in Romans 8:20-22, we read that not only we as human beings, but also creation itself is suffering and
waits with great expectation for the second coming of Jesus. This is due to that fact that, although God hasgiven
us the privilege of caring for His creation, this creation needs God to come in His power and restore what has
been damaged. Until Christ comes, we as Christians, since we have been set free from our sins and have been
restored to a new relationship with the Creator, should be the first ones responsible for caring for His creation
and encouraging others to do the same.

Our decisions to complete or not complete our responsibilities bring consequences. When we don’t take care
of the Earth as we should, there exist consequences for which the plants, the animals, the atmosphere, and
even we ourselves in physical, mental and spiritual health will suffer.

While we're here on planet Earth, we have the responsibility of caring for God’s creation, and we should take our
job seriously. Not only that, but promoting care for the environment is a good way to speak to our friends about
Christ, hope, and His second coming, and that those who are saved will be able to enjoy a restored environment.

Some of the things that we can do are to be careful of our use of water, use plastic and other disposable materials
as little as possible, watch out for emissions of harmful gasses in our modes of transportation or use public
transport, protect the trees, respect the habitats of the different animals, and finally, donate our time and money
to organizations whose objective it's to care for our planet.

Despite all the effort that we can make, there is so much damage that has already been done and that we
ourselves cannot restore. The hope that this verse in Romans give us is that God still is very interested in His
creation. In the meanwhile, there are things that we can do so the destruction doesn’t advance.

What are some of these things? Allow students to share practical ways in which they can contribute to caring for
the environment. For example: use plastic bottles less often (plastic takes years to be destroyed in natural form),
don’t use disposable plates, cups, or silverware, don’t buy water bottles but rather carry around your own water
container, etc.

Review/Application
Individually and/or as a group, come up with definitions for the following words/phrases:
e Tocarefor, to appreciate, to guard, to prosper, to respect, to bless, and to make.
e Discuss as a class the possibilities that you have to help with the care of the environment in your
community. Take time and help your students make a commitment to God to change their habits of life
and help in the care of the environment.
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. Lesson(
Control Yourself

Objective: That the students would comprehend the importance of good management of economic
resources and would develop a financial budget.

To memorize: “In the same way, those of you who don’t give up everything you have cannot be my
disciples.” Luke 14:33

Introductory activity
= Materials: A dark bag, cookies and spaghetti noodles.
= |nstructions:
Place the materials in a dark bag or a box so that no one can see what'’s inside. Form two groups. Then,
explain to them that they must build a tower with the materials that are given to them.
When the groups are formed, give one group the spaghetti noodles and the other group the cookies.
Then, give a considerable amount of time for the groups to form their towers.
When the allotted time is up, ask the following questions:
= What did you expect when you saw the bag/box?
What did you think when you saw your materials?
= How much time did you take to plan how to make the tower and evaluate if the material would be
sufficient?
= How many ate the resources without thinking about using them later?
= How many let the materials fall down and didn’t pay any attention to them?
Reflect with them and explain to them the importance of knowing what materials one is working with before
planning something, and of taking care of the resources that one has.

To be a disciple of Jesus, we should learn about some important aspects. By way of his Word, Jesus teaches us
the importance of planning, budgeting, and thinking about our finances. We're aware of the fact that we receive
spiritual and material blessings from God. God uses distinct ways for us to obtain all that we need to live.

We live in a world that is driven by consumerism. The majority of people spend or desire to spend more than
what they receive or earn. What's more, advertising is constantly telling people to change their clothes, shoes,
accessories, furniture, cars, etc. Fashions pass very quickly and no one wants to be left behind. This causes
one to spend on unnecessary things and not think about what is the best use of the money they have.

1. Good management of resources

In Luke 14:25-33, Jesus is teaching about aspects of following Him or what it costs to follow Him. Jesus was on his
way to Jerusalem and he knew that the cross waited for him. Verse 25 reads, “Large crowds were traveling with
Jesus, and turning to them he said...” These people were possibly following him because they thought he was
going to take the throne. For that reason, Jesus spoke to them in the clearest way possible. He knew that what was
waiting for him would be difficult, and only his love for God and for humanity would help him complete it. It's
interesting that in verse 26, Jesus refers to the question: What is it that those who wanted to be his disciples should
hate? “If anyone comes to me and doesn’t hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes,
even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.”

What Jesus was teaching was that no love of this world can compare to the love that we should have for God. In
verse 28, Jesus asked a question that he himself answered. The Modern English Version of the Bible says it in this
way:“For who among you, intending to build a tower, doesn’t sit down first and count the cost to see whether he has
resources to complete it?”

For Jesus, it was important to know how to administer money, and one part of good administration is planning and
budgeting. Planning means to establish how to do things and in how much time. Budgeting is making calculations of
how much one has and how much it will cost to carry out what is desired.
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Jesus taught the importance of planning and budgeting in all that one does so that everything turns out correctly
and so people won’t mock. Though Jesus was talking about calculating the cost of following him, the example
demonstrates that sensible people make calculations for what they wish to undertake.

Perhaps in this moment you are young and you don’t earn much money, or you depend on the money that your
parents give you to be able to go to school. Regardless, it's important that even with that money you learn to
administer it adequately. Have you ever asked yourself, “How much money do | receive each month from my parents
or work, and how do | spend it?”

2. God is first in the management of myresources

One of the secrets of good planning and of a good budget is in understanding that everything comes from God.
For this reason, it's important to put God in first place when budgeting, and to give Him all that is due to Him—a
minimum of 10% of all our income, without worrying if we receive much or little, and not forgetting offerings. God
says in Malachi 3:10,“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in
this,” says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if | won’t throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much
blessing that there won’t be room enough to store it.” If God is given what is due Him, He will pour out abundant
blessings over our lives. These blessings won’t necessarily be money; God gives us blessings when He gives us
work, health, friends, etc. So when budgeting, the first thing that should be written should be the tithe, even if it's
very little. If youth learn from an early age to set apart the Lord’s tithe, it won'’t be difficult for him or her to do it
when they earn a greater sum of money. It shouldn’t be forgotten!

3. Simple practices for the use of resources

In Matthew 14:13-21, we read the account of the feeding of the five thousand. Verse 20 reads, “They all ate and
were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.” We see here
that nothing was wasted, nor was it handed out again, nor were the leftovers forgotten on the ground, but rather
the disciples gathered what was left over, giving value to the food. Have you thought about this detail? The same
thing happens in the feeding of the 4,000 in Matthew 15:32-39.

Jesus teaches us that after passing out the food and covering the basic needs, it's important to keep what is left
over and not waste or squander it. This teaches us that whenever we receive a salary or money is given to us for
spending, we should cover basic needs and if there is any left over, it should be cared for. In accounting, this is
called a balance and one relies on this until the next reception of money.

It's important that to be a good disciple of Jesus, we should be responsible even with finances. Pray to God,
asking Him to help you recognize what things are necessary, and to make good use of the blessings that He gives
you.

Review/Application
Challenge your students to begin a budgeting system, even if they don’t have a regular income

Here is an example of a budget. Each student should make their own budget, using actual figures from their
own jobs,or starting with a figure that you give them.

Sample:
Income $100 House and Utilities $30
Tithe (10%) $10 / Debt $5
Savings (10% minimum) $/1 Food $15
Spendable Income $80 Car/gas/transport $10
Clothes $5
Entertainment $5
Phone $5
Total expenses $80
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Created by God? M

Objective: That the students would understand the importance of technology, its benefits and its
risks.

To memorize: “For wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing you desire can compare with
her.” Proverbs 8:11

Introductory activity
e Instructions: Have each student remain in complete silence and still, without talking, whistling, singing,

laughing, crying, making noise with their body, answering cell phones, sending text messages, or
anything else for two minutes. Simply being completely silent and still.

During this time, observe the attitudes of each student. Note that some can’t be still. When you finish, ask them

how they felt.

Then, explain to them that we’re in the age of technology, in which everything has a sound, color, noise, a light,

or a movement. If it's not this way, it’s not entertaining, attractive, and doesn’t call for one’s attention. According

to studies, this generation has the ability to do various things at one time. They talk on the cell phone while they

watch television, listen to music devices, use a digital camera and pet their favorite pet, all at the same time. And

they still have the capacity to listen to you if you speak to them in that moment. This is something that for past

generations is incomprehensible.

The Bible teaches us that everything was created by Him and for Him, and technology is not exempt from this
truth. For some time, the church was using technology very little since it was costly and hard to access. However
in this age, the costs are much more accessible and there are a variety of resources to use in teaching,
preaching, worship, etc. Simply put, technology is a tool. God is the creator of all things, and He put everything
in our hands to be used to accomplish His mission. The problem is that many people are using it for incorrect or
destructive purposes. For this reason, many Christians today fear its use in Christian liturgy. The truth is that we
can use it fully for productive purposes, given the creativity that our Creator put in us.

1. The benefits of technology

The use of the smart phone, computer and the Internet have generated a massive means of communication in
which youth can express themselves by way of chat rooms and apps such as Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp,
etc. The use of technology is amoral, neither good nor bad in and of itself; the important thing is the way in which
we use it.

I. What do the following passages recommend regarding the use of technology?
Philippians 4:8; 1 Corinthians 6:12;10:23
II. How can we use technology for our own benefit?

As Christians, we must not lose our foundation that is found in reading the Word of God and in prayer, and we
should meditate on all that helps us to grow in our faith.

2. Dangers in the use oftechnology

Technology is a tool, and as for every other created thing, God put it into our hands and we should manage it well.
This has a double purpose. It can be used for benefit, such as making communication faster, more effective and
more economical; but it can also be used badly, for things such as pornography, bullying, etc.

Following are some dangers into which youth may fall by using technology indiscriminately
a. Technology can become like a drug

The more it's used, the more addicting it becomes, and this can take partial or total attention away from what God
wants for your life and what your parents ask of you.
b. Technology can contaminate the mind

The human eye is not satisfied easily; the writer of Proverbs says.“Death and Destruction are never satisfied,
and neither are human eyes.” (Proverbs 27:20) Keeping this in mind, on the internet there exists a system of
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connections between different sites. So, when one is opened which has explicit sexual content, when the youth
tries to close it, automatically three or four more pages are opened.And the more they see, the more their curiosity
to see more is awakened. Not only this, but they also begin to seek stronger experiences that lead to the incorrect
use of their bodies and minds.

c. Technology also brings physical consequences

According to studies done, the current generations are suffering a variety of sicknesses that before were only
generated by old age. Some of these sicknesses are deterioration of sight due to the exaggerated exposure of
the eyes to screens, strong headaches, deafness caused by the high volume of music devices and the use of
headphones, wrist problems due to the use of the mouse and keyboard, back problems due to the longtime
spent sitting down, negative reactions, such as responding inappropriately to parents, etc...

d. Technology gives away confidential information

It can be seen on the news that recently tools such as Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp, Twitter, etc., have been
used to gather information about people, such as where they travel, gifts they receive, what they buy, cars they
use and many other types of information, which is used for identity theft, kidnapping and blackmail. For this
reason, it's important to ask youth to be prudent with the information they publish since, “The fish dies by his own
mouth.”

e. Technology produces a need for consumerism

We live in a world where technology is being updated day after day. This causes youth each day to need to spend
more money on the purchase of these products, which bring serious problems for family finances. Hebrews 13:5
tells us:, “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has
said,'Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you.” However, technology is one of the weapons that the enemy
uses to lead us astray from the correct path.

3. How to use technology with wisdom from God
So we can learn that:

a. God designed us with a creative mind. God has put wisdom in mankind so that he will be creative for his
own good, for the good of humanity, and for his work (Exodus 28:3; 31:3, 6).

b. God made us good administrators of resources and tools. If God has given us the freedom to use
technology, let’s use it for correct uses within His will.

c. We should glorify God with all that we do. The use of technology should be in a way that is responsible
and healthy, since it's also part of our lives, and as we know, we should glorify God with all that we do,
as the apostle tells us in 1 Peter 4:11. Nothing that we do in public or private should dishonor the name
of our God (2 Thessalonians 1:12).

d. God considers us capable to use technology. We're in the world but we're not of the world (John 17:16).
This affirmation confirms for us that we can and should use what exists, but always with honorable goals.
Additionally, we should have dominion over its use. Respectively, the Bible tells us that “There is a time
for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).

Review/Application
Divide the students into two groups. Have each group write down 10 examples of how they can use technology
to evangelize and disciple others, and then explain their reasoning. They can use movies, music, TV programs,
messages, apps, internet, etc. Discuss the answers as a group.
Also discuss as a group:

* What dangers or problems are youth encountering in their daily use of technology?

* How do you apply Philippians 4:8 to your life personally, regarding the wise use of technology?
This week have each person keep a diary of the electronic activities they do. Guide them in the way they
should do this, and ask them to commit themselves to God to be honest and careful in recording activities.
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Live Life )

Objective: That the students would know what bioethics is and what the Bible says about it.

To memorize: “God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth
and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that
moves on the ground.” Genesis 1:28.

To introduce the topic, it's good to define the following words:
* Tobe fruitful: concerning a plant: to bear fruit. Concerning a thing: to yield results
* Subjugate: To conquer.

Introduction Activity
* Instructions: Pass out paper and pencils to students. They will be asked to write a letter to God in which they
should tell Him how they have treated animals and plants throughout their life. When finished, some students will
be asked to share their letter with the class. The teacher can take a letter that he or she has written during the
week to read to the students.

Bioethics deals with specific dilemmas, both within the medical field, as well as referring to the political and social fields:
sanitary assistance models and distribution of resources, the relationship between the health professional and the sick
person, prenatal medical practices, abortion, genetic engineering, eugenics, euthanasia, transplants, experiments
on human beings, etc.

1. The scope of bioethics

There exist organizations that try to legalize abortion, euthanasia, cloning, and other manipulations of life. It's for that
reason that as Christians we shouldn’t only be informed about these topics, but also know what our position should
be as children of God seeking to do His will.

In the first two chapters of the book of Genesis, we’re told of God creating the heavens and the Earth. We can read
how God cared for each detail of His creation and He gave man the wonderful responsibility of looking out for His
creation. Sadly, humans have not always done their job well. Various species of animals and plants are endangered
or extinct.

In the same way, man now often wishes to be creator, not recognizing that the only giver of life is God. Today a
mother “decides” if her child will be born or not, and in many countries, they don’t have to hide anymore since it's legal.
What's more, it's considered to be a woman'’s right, without considering the rights of the fetus or the father

On the other hand, some medical professionals are making genetic manipulations so that the children are born with
certain physical characteristics (color of eyes, hair, etc.), as if God’s creation needs to be “improved” by man.

2. Bioethics and the human being

God asked us to care for His creation, not because He couldn’t do it, but as a sign of His trust in us, since He
believed we could do it. When Jesus was on the Earth completing His mission, he showed concern for the life of
people; in fact, thereare many stories told to us about how He took his time to heal the sick.

Life is of worth in and of itself and sacred worth. The Christian understand that life is a gift, because he knows that it's
God’s creation. Your life and the life of others is not private property but a loan from God. In Christianity, life on earth
is a constant surrender to the Lord. God wants us to have “life and life in abundance” (John 10:10b).

3. Some principle points about bioethics

Abortion

Permissive option - Liberal posture of “pro-abortion” which gives absolute rights to the woman for her body, including
unborn babies.

Normative option - “Pro-life” posture, which morally condemns abortion and only allows it in cases of imminent risk of
death for the mother. It gives moral rights to the fetus, as a person, from conception.

Contextual option - It accepts the moral value of the fetus, but considers circumstances and extenuating circumstances
that could justify the abortion (e.g.incest, rape, genetic deformities of mother or child etc.
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Galatians 1:15 reads, “But when God, who set me apart from my mother's womb and called me by his grace...” and
Jeremiah 1:4-5 says,“The word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, before
you were born | set you apart; | appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” God recognizes us as people from the
time we’re in our mother's womb.

Assisted reproduction and Eugenics
e Artificial insemination is the use of means other than natural to implant semen in a woman in order to fertilize
the egg and become pregnant. It can be done through the spouse or a donor.
¢ Invitro fertilization. Fertilization of the egg outside the female body in a controlled, artificial environment.
e Transference of gametes to the fallopian tubes.
e Substitute maternity (surrogate mother).The two types are:
+ In gestation - the substitute only provides the womb.
+ Single substitution - the substitute provides both the egg and the womb.
+ Eugenics or“good birth” is the predeterminations of which fetuses should live and which should not. It's
closely tied to the topic of assisted reproduction.
If we're in God’s hands, He has control of all things that happen. We should rest in Him to work, and wait on His will.

Euthanasia
It means “good death” or “smooth death,without paint” (eu=good; tAnatos=death).It can be voluntary or involuntary,
depending on the role that the patient plays. There exist various classes and classifications of euthanasia.
* Passive - The doctor decides not to treat a secondary disease of a terminal patient.
* Semi-passive - The doctor withdraws all treatment—clinical, nutritional, etc., of a patient in a coma.
* Semi-active -The doctor disconnects the artificial respirator of a patient in vegetative state (cerebral
death).
* Accidental or “double effect” -When narcotics are given as pain therapy to a terminal patient and the result
is a reduced ability to breathe, to the point of death.
* Suicide -When the terminal patient decides for himself to take his life by ingesting medication or other
things.
* Active - When the doctor administers and mortal overdoses of morphine or potassium to a terminal patient.

Scripture

Euthanasia is a way in which man tries to usurp the authority of God by wanting to decide when we die. The Bible
teaches that human beings are created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26), and for that reason, humans have dignity
and value. Human life is sacred and shouldn’t be ended simply because it's difficult or inconvenient. Psalm 139
teaches that humans have been made as an admirable creation, as a wonderful work. Society shouldn’t focus on an
arbitrary standard of quality above the absolute standard of God regarding worth. This doesn’t mean that people won’t
need to make difficult decisions about treatment and care,but it does mean that these decisions will be guided by an
objective and absolute standard of human worth.

The Bible also teaches that God is sovereign over life and death. God has ordained our days (Psalm 139:16) and He
is in control of our life. Another fundamental principle involves a biblical vision of taking away life. The Bible specifically
condemns murder (Exodus 20:14),and this includes active forms of euthanasia in which another person (doctor, nurse,
or friend) accelerates the death of the patient.

Though the Bible doesn’t specifically speak about the topic of euthanasia, the history of the death of King Saul (2
Samuel 1:9-16) is instructive. Saul asked a soldier to kill him while he lies dying on the battlefield. When David found
out about this act, he ordered the soldier to die for “destroying the Lord’s anointed.” Although the context is not
euthanasia exactly, it does show the respect that we should show toward human life, even in such tragic
circumstances.

Christians should also reject the attempt of the modern euthanasia movement in promoting the “right to die.” Secular
society’s attempt to establish this “right” is wrong for two reasons. First, to give a person the right to die is the same as
promoting suicide, and suicide is condemned in the Bible.

Review/Application

Bioethics should be a topic of interest for Christian families. This week, have your students take time to talk with their
parents about this lesson. Have them find out if there are laws in your country regarding abortion, euthanasia, etc.,
and ask their parents what they think of them.
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Fulfilling the promise -m_@

Objective: That the students, through Caleb’s example, learn how to wait for the promises of God
for his/her life.

To memorize: “But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly,
| will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants will inherit it.” Numbers 14:24

Caleb, whose name means reckless, impetuous, was one of the 12 people sent to explore the land of Canaan.
Trusting in God’s power, he gave a hopeful report. Regardless, the people of Israel didn’t believe in the promise of
conquering the land. God rewarded him and Joshua for trusting in His promise by being the only people from
their generation to enter Canaan. The Lord promised to Caleb, when Israel was still traveling through the desert,
that he and his descendants would inherit the lands he explored along with the other 11 spies 45 years before.
These lands were the lands of Hebron, where the “giants,” the sons of Anak, lived.

Introductory activity

= Resources: Landscape picture and a cloth to cover the eyes.

= |nstructions: Ask two or three students to cover their eyes with the cloths. Ask the rest of the group to

describe the landscape picture to those with their eyes covered.

Finally, have them uncover their eyes and look at the image. Ask them if that was how they imagined it when it was
being described. Explain how things change from hearing a description to seeing things, since everyone has different
ways of perceiving and appreciating things.
For forty days, 12 men explored Canaan (Numbers 13). Ten out of the twelve saw the difficulties and were filled
with fear and terror. We can read in verses 31-33 that they saw themselves as grasshoppers before their
enemies. On the other hand, Joshua and Caleb spoke about a land that they could conquer because God had
already prepared it for them. It's important to have the correct attitude when we’re facing our difficulties, to have
the correct attitude before the challenges God allows in our way. It's so important to know that to avoid murmuring
and negative expressions, just as Caleb did (Numbers 13:30) when he trusted God’s love, His power and protection

(Numbers 14:7-9).

In Caleb’s life, we can observe how he had the correct spirit. As a man of faith, he knew how to look at the
difficulties as opportunities where God’s love could be manifested. Caleb was a man who knew how to keep his
faith for 45 years, and he was able to claim his inheritance. When he was 85 years old, he said to Joshua, my
strength is the same, | still have faith, neither my trust nor my faith in God has become smaller. He will make my
enemies fly away before me, no matter their size, no matter they strength, for God is with me. God rewarded his faith
and his attitude. And because he had the right attitude, God gave him the best of Canaan’s lands (Joshua 14:6-
15). Caleb, a man with character, a man with dreams that came true because he knew how to keep his
faithfulness to his God.

1. Caleb’s life stages
A. The suffering Caleb

* He was 40 years old when they were in Kadesh-barnea (Joshua 14:7), so he must have been
born in Egypt, where the Jewish people endured great suffering.

 He was born a slave, but he died aleader.

This means that the conditions of one’s birth may influence someone’s future, but doesn’t determine it.
Caleb was born a slave but he never had a slave’s mind-set. He trusted God to fulfill the promise to be
transformed from a slave to the owner of an inheritance from God.

B. The brave Caleb
* While in the desert, 12 spies were sent to explore Canaan. Caleb was among the 12 chosen, and while
10 spies saw the problems of the land, Joshua and Caleb rejoiced iniit.
* The nation wanted to retreat, but two men of faith wanted to move forward. While others thought of giants,
they thought of the benefits and the great promise given by the Lord.
» The majority were walking by sight, the minority by faith. As Christians, we're called to ignore giants and
trust the Almighty God, to believe He has the power to defeat obstacles and give us what He has
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promised. The rebel nation only saw obstacles, while Caleb saw the opportunities. What was the outcome
of Caleb’s faith?

Ten spies died wandering in the desert.

Joshua and Caleb entered into the Promised Land.

Caleb faced the whole nation and God honored him for that. While the people yelled against the idea, he
and Joshua spoke of trust. The nation even threatened them, but God protected them, giving Caleb a
rewarding promise for trusting Him.

C. The pilgrim Caleb

Caleb didn’t die in the desert, but he had to travel for 40 years with the unfaithful nation. Perhaps he had
to suffer the constant complaining and gossiping.

How was he able to keep a healthy spirit when surrounded by all that carnality? It's simple. His body
was in the desert, but his heart was in Canaan, the inheritance, God’s promise.

Don’t give up when you are in the desert. You may have to go through many trials while you wait to
receive your promise, but don’t forget to fix your eyes upon the One who gives the promises and keeps
them to the end.

D. The conquering Caleb

Someone with faith is someone with strength. Caleb was 85 years old and he still was looking forward to taking
possession of his inheritance from the Lord.

When we think about ourselves, and if we imagine ourselves at the age of 85, most of us would think of our
weaknesses and our need to retire. Scripture gives us Caleb’s example - he didn’t surrender to his old age.
We tend to believe that our days follow a schedule, and being weak and ill is unavoidable. But young people
also grow weak and ill. Every day of our lives is a gift of grace and mercy. Today, because of God’s grace,we
have

a path before us, and we’re called to work doing His purpose. How far we go on this path isn’t dictated by a
calendar, but by God’s will and our obedience.

If the mission God gave us is still unfinished, we must not focus on how weak or ill we are, and how hard our
circumstances may be. Even at 85 years old, Caleb’s responsibility wasn’t finished because Godgave him
Hebron —the richest land of Canaan. When the spies returned from doing their reconnaissance, they said “This
land flows milk and honey” (Numbers 13:27). Only one grapes cluster from Escol valley required two people
to carry it. The richness was obvious. Escol valley was in Hebron and its soil produced the best of Canaan.
And Caleb, for his unconditional faithfulness, received this land as his reward.

We all can agree that Canaan was extremely good. In Canaan we have our legacy as well - life. Christians
who love God will receive this inheritance, but only Caleb received it as a reward. The promise land that God
has for you is yours, but you have to set your foot on it to receive it as an inheritance. Here’s why Caleb wasn’t
retiring yet, because he hadn’t received his reward. Caleb had the spirit of a young man. Despite his old age,
he was able to fight, and that's why God protected them. Not every tribe received an inheritance, because
they didn’t set foot on the land. Caleb received from his Lord the best of Canaan. Even if we reach our Canaan,
if we don’t have yet the Crown of life and righteousness, we need to say as Caleb did,“Now give me this hill
country that the Lord promised me that day” (Joshua 14:12).

Caleb’s wish when he was 85 was the most dangerous territory - land that devoured those living in it and inhabited
by people of great size. At 40 years old, Caleb wasn’t afraid; at 85 he was a brave man. The expression “give me
this hill country” indicates he was ready to take possession of the land. Thanks to God, Caleb received the land.
He had vision and vitality. There were “giants” and 10 spies were afraid, but Caleb defeated them with his
attitude. Disbelief sees giants, but faith sees God. Joshua and Caleb conquered with physical weapons and
took possession of material inheritance. We conquer with spiritual weapons (2 Corinthians 10:3-5) toreceive
a spiritual inheritance. It's expected that Christians will be triumphant through faith in Christ (1 John 5:4). We
must overcome the world (1 John 5:5).We must overcome false teachings (1 John 4:1-4). And we must
overcome the evil one (1 John 2:13-14). Let’s have faith in Christ; He has overcome the world (John 16:33).

Review/Application
Individually, have your students identify each stage of Caleb’s life with some stage of their own lives, write them
down, and then share those situations with the group if they are comfortable doing so.
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A healing miracle M

Objective: That the students become aware of the challenge of a thankful life towards God for His
miracles in their life.

To memorize: “He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on
him” Matthew 8:15.

Introductory Activity
= Resources: Whiteboard and enough markers
= |nstructions: Divide the whiteboard in two sections and write with the students a list of good or useful
things to do when someone is ill, and another list of not-so-good things to do. The list can include things
from they own experiences with illness. Example: “when | was sick, it made me very happy when my
friends brought me flowers” or “when someone is sick, it doesn’t help to tell that person that he or she
is sick because they probably did something wrong.

Have you experienced sickness during your lifetime? Maybe a cold or chickenpox? Some people may say getting
sick is fun since you can skip school, be looked after by your parents, and watch TV. But after a few days, staying
in bed doesn’t seem fun anymore. When we think about the consequences, we can realize that skipping classes
means more work when returning (to catch up with the missed assignments). For adults, it's even more complicated
because they can get reductions on their salary. In today’s story, we’'ll read the experience of an ill woman.

One of the things that most affects our life as human beings is sickness, either physically (a disease in our
bodies), or emotionally and mentally (when we're sad or our minds aren’t working properly). The wonderful
truth behind these difficulties is that God is here to help us, and it's through these circumstances that we can
pay more attention to see how He works miracles and changes things that are impossible for us. In today’s story,
we’ll closely study one of Jesus’ miracles in the life of a woman (Matthew 8:14-17).

1. The woman’s need

In the first verse of the text that we’re studying this lesson, we see Jesus spending time with his disciples; they
were close friends so he was able to visit them in their own homes. Even today, Jesus is interested in all parts
of our life.Since Jesus was a good friend of Peter’s, He visited him and saw the need of Peter’'s family. This
shows that Jesus was paying attention to his friends’ needs, “...he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed with a
fever.”(v.14)

Today, having a fever and spending days resting is not a big deal, especially if we can home, skip school and
receive care and company from our parents. However, in the time of Peter and his mother-in-law, the situation was
completely different. The first consideration we must have is that women in those times were under-appreciated.
Even today, there are regrettably disrespected and mistreated women.

Generally, being a woman wasn'’t a thing to be happy for, since they weren’t appreciated very much. Women in
those times weren't allowed to study, and they were expected to simply stay at home and serve others. Women
had no academic preparation and no work training. They depended completely on their husbands, older sons
or sons-in-law for a place to live and food to eat.

The second consideration is that Peter’'s mother-in-law was a woman and she was sick; therefore, she was even
less “important” or even “invalid” for the society where she lived. This was because she couldn’t do her
responsibilities in the house, which was her “reason for being.” Imagine how she would feel in this situation. There
is no doubt she felt frustrated, worried, tired and sad, longing to be healthy.

Knowing this, it’s fascinating seeing Jesus consider and look at Peter’s mother-in-law. Here we see how different
Jesus was. Anyone would have thought that this mother-in-law was the least important person in the house. Jesus
took time to see her and think of her. We can see how Jesus will never ignore us, no matter how “small” or
“‘insignificant” we may feel in the eyes of the people, or even in our own eyes. We can rest assured that Jesus
cares and loves us.

[33]



2. Jesus’ response

In verse 15, we read about the healing Jesus did for Peter’'s mother-in-law. It's wonderful how Jesus not only saw
the woman in need, but he did something to help her. In this passage, we can see God’s amazing love for us,
love that wants to help and transform our situation. Jesus wasn’t only compassionate about Peter's mother-in-
law, but he also “touched her hand,” that is, he was with her, by her side during herillness.

Verse 15 states that “the fever left her,” which is a reminder of God’s power. The most wonderful thing is to be
reminded of our assurance in God, for He is able to help us in any difficulties, even with physical disease.

Sometimes in your lives as young people, you feel that no one can understand the struggles you are going
through in your family relationships, with your friends and/or romantic relationships, or in your mental,
emotional or spiritual health. But you must not believe that lie. Jesus knows what you are going through, He
loves you, and you can trust completely that He has the power to help you change your situation and enjoy a
healthy life.

3. The woman’s gratitude

When Peter's mother-in-law experienced Jesus’ power in her life, it's described in two brief sentences in
Matthew 8:15, “...she got up and began to wait on him.” These two phrases contain a verb, so they indicate an
action. The conclusion we can take is that Peter's mother-in-law took action immediately after feeling all right.

First, we observe “she got up.” It's important to consider what makes this response so special. It's possible to
assume that many people, when healed, would decide to stay a little longer in bed “to rest and recover energy.”
There are two issues with that attitude. First, it would deny the healing power of God. When Peter's mother-in-
law was healed, she was healed completely with all her energy and motivation. Jesus didn’t do half a miracle.
He took away the fever and other symptoms; she was truly healed from her disease and her health was
completely restored. Second, if Peter's mother-in-law would have decided to stay in bed because she was
feeling lazy, she would be denying herself the opportunity to enjoy God’s blessing. In other words, to keep acting
and feeling as if our problem was there when God has changed the situation stops us from receiving all the joy
God has for us.

The main issue with the attitude described before is that we aren’t giving glory to God for his miracles in our
life We need to put aside our problems when God works in us and move forward to reach the new things He
has planned for us. A good way to do this is to stop thinking about the past situation to complain and lament
over it, but only to share it with others to thank God for his power and love for us. Having a thankful attitude is
the best we can do, the sign of a Christian who truly experiences joy and peace from God. God is able to
transform our attitudes and everything we are!

Finally, today’s passage tells us that Peter's mother-in-law “began to wait on him” (Matthew 8:15). It's great to
see this woman take a positive attitude, and even more, a thankful one. How sad it's to see and listen to a
person who has received God’s blessings and doesn’t take time to say thanks! God doesn’t send blessings
and healing to our lives because he needs us to thank Him. He simply does it because He loves us. However,
when someone thanks us for our kind actions, we feel good and it helps us to be closer to that person. A thankful
attitude brings positive feelings towards another person and improves the relationship. In the same way, when
we take time to serve God as a way of saying thanks, we can understand how his work in our lives is motivated
by love, and how He loves communion and intimacy with us. The truth is that everything God does in our lives
is to bring us closer to Him.

Review/Application

Divide the class into groups, and have each group write the definitions of the following words. Then have
each group share their definitions with the whole group, and notice the different meanings that each group
has given to each word. Then think what the Bible suggests to us about each word.

Health
Disease
Miracle
Faith
Gratitude

Take some time before finishing today’s class to bring to the class a list with some names of sick people
(preferably that your students know).Allow each person in the class to share other names as well. Encourage
them to propose personal or class activities to minister to them. End by praying for the people you have on the
list.
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an inheritance

Woman, you have -m'@
I

Objective: That the students develop the awareness that God created women with rights and
responsibilities, just as He did with men.

To memorize: “And the Lord said to him, ‘What Zelophehad’s daughters are saying is right. You
must certainly give them property as an inheritance among their father’s relatives and give their
father’s inheritance to them.” ” Numbers 27:6-7

Introductory activity (12-17 years)

Instructions: Ask the students to split into two groups. They must do a drama of women’s role in family,and the other
group will representwomen’s role in church. Discuss about the concept they have of women in society. The distorted
ideas of many men about women have trampled the honor that Jesus gave to women in his ministry. Jesus was a
man free of prejudices against women, He treated women in a very loving, special and compassionate way.
Mary, a sinful woman, poured perfume at Jesus’ feet; a Samaritan woman met Jesus next to a well and she
became “missionary”; a woman caught in adultery was brought before Him and He forgave her. Jesus challenged
the law and showed a group of religious hypocrites how their oppression hurt the Father's heart.

Today we’ll study a story thousands of years before Jesus. Let's meet five women who changed the ideas about
women in their time. They are known as Zelophehad’s daughters (Numbers 27:1-11).

1. Women’s condition

The society in which these women were born and raised was completely patriarchal (ruled by men). This wasn'’t
God’s intention when he created Adam and Eve, but sin corrupted everything. In this world, women were
considered just a little more than property. Parents had to be paid a marriage price for a daughter. In this
oppressive culture, five brave and purposeful women acted in a way never seen before.

The only ones allowed to receive an inheritance were men, of course. So, when Zelophehad only had five
daughters, a problem arose. But the daughters were very special: (Numbers 27:1) Mahlah (“fat”, “infirmity”), Noah
(“movement”), Hoglah (“dancing”), Milkah (“queen”) and Tirzah (“pleasing”). Incredible names!

2. Brave women

Each of these names revealed abilities, personality and adversities they faced that made them strong,
persistent, courageous, wise and graceful women. When the moment to distribute the land among Israel’s
tribes arrived, these sisters joined together, discussed the situation, probably prayed, and decided to do
something unconceivable for the times.

They went before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the leaders and the whole assembly (verse 2) and asked to receive
property (w. 3-4).

In Numbers 27:1-8, we read the claim of the daughters when they spoke about the margination they had endured
after their father had died.

You can organize the group in teams of three or four members and ask them to read the passage and analyze
it using the following questions:

1. Why did the five women have to go before Moses to ask for their inheritance?
What risks were they facing when they presented their plea?

What was Moses’ answer to the women?

Why do you think God changed the laws to benefit these women?

o wDN

Do you think the new law was fair for women?Why?
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The central figures in the text are five women who demanded to be part of the history of Israel. As usual, Mahlah,
Noah, Hoglah, Milkah and Tirzah weren’t registered in their family’s genealogy. The story mentions their names,
but only after mentioning their father and masculine ancestors (v 1). Nevertheless, the fact that we do see their
names in the Bible indicates that this is a very special story in which women are fighting for their names to be
heard by everyone, even us today.

As family, they resisted being erased from the memory of the people. That’'s why they claimed their right to
receive property among their father’s relatives (v.4). But there’s something else behind this plea. The inheritance
demanded by these women would allow them to support themselves. If they were left without the inheritance,
how would they survive? “...Give us property among our father’s relatives.” When the women saw only male
individuals were registered and their family was left out, they presented their complaint before Moses and the
authorities, who discussed how to make things right. This is the first pro women’s rights appeal in the Bible.
These women dared to trust God as their defender, and their request was granted.

3. God acts in their favor

This had no precedent (v.5), so this case had to be brought to a higher authority, i.e., it needed to be brought
before the Wise and Just. Moses didn’t show any prejudice, didn’t determine a decision based on the context he
was living in. He didn’t judge according to the traditions and what had been known. Moses placed justice before
tradition. Moses took this before God, since He was the one who had the lastWord, not Him. Today, many brothers,
male pastors and leaders need to take the same attitude before judging if a woman can or cannot hold a leadership
position in the Church. They must go before God and let Him make the decision and the call. God’s answer is
surprising and marvelous (w. 6-7). He said yes.

Daring to tell their story provoked the creation of a new law that accepted women as inheritors (v. 8). Their claim
started a story that opened doors and opportunities to the life of women among the Hebrew people.

Due to the bravery and boldness of these five women, a new law was made. Now people would know that God
loves women the same way he loves men, and He would give them the same rights of inheritance.

The plea and claims of five women changed the rights and the law for following generations. According to Joshua
17:1-4,they went before the leaders and reminded them of what they were granted by Moses years ago, and
they receivedit!

When Moses heard about these sisters, he didn't know how to act. Therefore, he asked God. God treats
everyone equally. We are one in Christ. Your race or the color of your skin is not what gives you advantage or
value. If you dare to believe in the inheritance you have in Jesus Christ, you'll find the strength to keep moving
forward.

Review/Application

Have your students write down individually or by groups the qualities of Zelophehad’s daughters that impressed
them and why.

Accolr_dirfl)g to the biblical passage, what does God teach us about respecting women’s rights and gender
equality?

I's time to end with the negative past, with bad memories, with abuse, with traumas, and with the low self-
esteem that have paralyzed women and made things almost impossible for them to do. It's time that they
experience all that God says about them and wants them to be and have. They are heirs. They must not accept
it if anyone thinks, believes and speaks less than that. They must learn from the daughters of Zelophehad and
claim their inheritance today. Ask the young people to pray for the young ladies, then pray for their mothers and
sisters asking God to help them to take on the role that He wants them to have in the kingdom of God.

Encourage your class to talk with people about the theme of this lesson,and come back next week ready to
report on people’s reactions and comments about women'’s rights.
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She said, Yes -m.@
Lord '\

Objective: That the students understand that God wants to use women and men equally to accomplish
His purpose.

To memorize: “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for
you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28

Introductory activity (12-17 years)

e Show the map for Paul’'s second missionary journey. (It can be found in many Bible appendices.) Divide the
class into groups and give a clean map to each oneof them. Write the name of the cities that Paul visited
and Tiatira (even when Paul didn’t visit that city in that journey).

e Instructions: Ask the students to draw a line symbolizing Paul’'s route, according to Acts 15:36 - 16:12.
The first group to finish the whole journeywill be the winner.

Even when we enjoy more freedom of interaction between men and women, there are still people who believe
women shouldn’t have the same rights as men. Before God, that is simply not true. The Bible teaches that we're
all equal. Before Him, we're equally responsible for our actions. And for youth, this is an important topic since
they have different ideas and backgrounds. It's important for them to understand that the role of women in the
Church is approved by God.

Despite the little information we have about Lydia, we can still find very important teachings for our lives and about
the care God has for His children.

When we start reading the text, we observe that Paul’'s plan was to keep working in Asia. He wanted to go
towards Bithynia, but God told him to change course and start a new adventure in Europe. Acts 16:9-10 tells
about the vision Paul had, and his understanding of people in need of the Gospel outside Asia. The first place
they visited in Europe was Philippi. It's very likely that there weren’t many Jews in the place, because we don’t
see any mention of a synagogue. Instead, people prayed next to the river. It's in this place where Paul meets
Lydia. Read Acts 16:11-15.

1. Lydia, a hard-working woman

Luke, Acts’ author, wrote that Lydia came from Thyatira. This city was famous for the dyes made for cloth. It
was also a very commercial and corrupted place. Lydia and her family moved to Philippi and Lydia worked
selling purple cloth.

2. Lydia, a woman that heard God’s voice

It seems that Paul and his group (Silas, Timothy, Luke and others) couldn’t find a synagogue in Philippi, so they
looked for a praying place. Historians tell us that at about that time, it was required to have a group of at least 10
male Jews to have a synagogue in the city. Though it appears that there was not a synagogue in the city, all the
Jews respected the Sabbath and gathered together in a place to worship God. We don’t know how Lydia came
to be part of these reunions. But the Bible does tell us that Lydia was in a place where the true God was praised.
That tells us a lot about Lydia’s life, especially since she came from a pagan city.

A She heard Paul's words. It was unusual for Jews to teach women, but Paul was sure that the
Gospel was for everyone and took the opportunity to bring the message to a group of them. Lydia
must have been very attentive. Putting aside personal matters, like prejudices or business, she
decided to listen to this visitor.

B. She praised God. Somehow, Lydia knew God through the Jewish beliefs. But not only did she know
about Him, she praised Him, which indicates she had faith in Him. It's important to comment on
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how many people know about God and praise Him, even without completely understanding His
message for them. Lydia was one of them, praising and believing in God, but without experiencing
the Gospel and a relationship with Jesus. Are you like Lydia? Do you know about God but haven'’t
yet had a personal encounter with Him?

C. She was sensitive to God’s voice. Jesus said (Juan 16:8-11) that the Holy Ghost would convince the
world of sin, righteousness and judgement. This had happened in Lydia. God prepared her heart for
that moment. In the same way, God is interested in all humanity, not only in Jews or those born into
Christian families. God loves everyone.

D. She accepted the message of salvation. What a joy Paul and his friends must have had! God’s
purpose of going to Europe was becoming clearer.A European woman was surrendering her life
to Christ!When she heard the message, she made the decision to accept the Good News and
be baptized.

This is the reason we must pray for those who haven’t heard of Christ, so that their hearts can be ready. At the
same time, we must take every opportunity to share the Gospel. We don’t know if there are Lydia’s around us,
waiting to hear about Jesus!

3.Lydia, awoman who shared her faith and served God

When Christ comes into our hearts, we can’t stay quiet, we must share the Great News! Lydia did it that way. The
Bible tells us about her and her family being baptized. How many there were and where they were, we may not
know, but the Gospel reached her and her whole family. Faith in Christ is not to be lived in the secret. It's very
interesting to note the passage where Paul and Silas tell the jailer,“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved—you and your household.” (Acts 16:31) The Gospel must influence those surrounding us. Do you want to
influence others, especially your family, with the message of Jesus Christ?

Right after her life was transformed, Lydia decided to do something to help Paul and his friends. She offered her
house as a place to stay. She would look after them during the time they stayed in Philippi. That way they could
keep sharing the Gospel with others. Is there anything you can do to help others that are sharing the Gospel?

You can write the following guides and the texts for each section so that the students participate, reading and giving
their opinions about each passage:

Lydia’s life can be an example to us.

* A hard working woman.

* A woman that searches for God.

* A woman who shared her faith and served God.

Take the opportunity to ask the students if anyone would like to accept Christ as Savior. Or if you know of
someone who has not made a decision for Christ, take some time to talk with him or her about making that
decision. You can also give them each a piece of paper to write the names of three people that are unaware of
God'’s love for them, but that they would like to pray for.

Review/Application
Have your students respond to the following questions individually or as a small group, and then discuss
in the large group:
1. Write two reasons why you think women should work or shouldn’t work.
2. Explain how it's possible for a person to know God, but not to accept him as their Savior. Do you think
there are people like that? Why?
3. Write three examples of how you can share your faith with others.
4. Write three ideas of how you can serve God, just as Lydia did.
If there is time, talk with the class about how to apply the characteristics of Lydia to each one’s situation.
Encourage them to put their lives in the hands of God and strive to have the characteristics of Lydia.
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