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Ideas for Teaching Children

There are two qualities necessary to be a children’s teacher: You must love God and love children. The most
important thing you need to do is to help the children in your class experience the love of God. You can do this
by living out your personal relationship with Jesus in front of them and by teaching them to have their own
personal relationship with God. We must also teach children how to treat others with Christian love.

You might want to plan a project for the year of making their very own “Memory Verse Book”. Each week have
A5 or A6 papers for you or the children to write out the weekly memory verse in the language they understand
best. Put these pages together to make a book.

HOW TO PREPARE THE LESSON
Beginning of the Year:

At the beginning of the year of teaching, take about two hours to put all of the things that you would normally
use at Sunday school in one packet or box. This will cut down on time each week that might otherwise be spent
looking for the various items, since you will know where they are.

Keep a record of addresses, birthdays, and contact details of all the students in your class.

Briefly read through the whole book of lessons to get an idea of the various monthly emphases. This will give
you an overview and a sense of direction. You will know how many lessons there are on each topic and not get
ahead of yourself in the teaching.

Two Hours Each Week

30 minutes  Read through the lesson and get introduced to it. On Sunday afternoon, a full week before you
teach the lesson, spend time getting acquainted with it. Pray for God to give you wisdom and
insights into the best way of presenting the material to your class.

10 minutes  Record your thoughts and ideas throughout the week. Keep a small Sunday school notebook or
paper with you. As an idea comes to you, write it onto this paper so you will remember it later.

20 minutes  Read the Bible passage 3 or 4 times during the week. Allow God’s Word to change you as you
think on it and read it. This reading will allow the truth that you want to teach your class impact
your life first.

50 minutes  Bring your lesson together. Get everything that you will need from your resource packet. Read
through your notes and organize the lesson into a format that suits you and that you will be able
to follow and understand the best.

10 minutes  The last minute check-up. This is the last thing that you do before you go to class on Sunday
morning. Make sure that you have your Bible, your lesson, and any other materials you need.
Review your outline or notes in your leader’s guide one last time. Finally, take a minute or two
to commit this lesson to the Lord and ask Him to use you. You have probably already prayed this
several times during your devotions, but acknowledge your dependence upon Him once more.




HOW TO PRESENT THE LESSON

Children should be actively involved in learning by sharing experiences and feelings, discovering truth, and
choosing something they can do each week in response to the information learned in the lesson.

Your lesson time should be carefully planned and organized to put into practice your preparation and thought.
We would like to suggest the following basic outline for your Sunday school class time. Times given are based
on an hour class. Numbers in brackets are for 45 minutes classes.

Aurrive at least ten minutes before class to prepare your teaching area and set out any lesson materials that you
may need.

Use the first 10 (5) minutes to greet your students as they arrive. Start the lesson with a prayer (you may want
to allow the children to take turns to pray at this time). Give them a chance to share any exciting news and events
that have happened to them since last week. Take attendance and receive the offering. Follow up on any
assignment from last week and review the lesson.

The next 10 (5) minutes should be used to introduce the lesson and focus the students’ thinking onto the main
point of today’s lesson.

The lesson should be shared with the students in around 15 minutes. Remember not to PREACH or READ to
them. Present the lesson like a story in your own words.

The next 20 (15) minutes should be used to work on the activities and talk about the discussion items given at
the end of the lesson. Help the children to see how the truths learned in the lesson apply to their everyday lives.

During the last 5 minutes, close with a prayer and have the children help clean up the class area before going
on to church. This is a good time for one-on-one interaction with the children.

Review the success of the lesson as soon as you can. For future reference, spend a few minutes making a note
of what worked and what did not work.

The Students, Their Behavior and The Teacher
1. Understand Your Students and Allow For Normal Behavior.
e Children are active and curious.
e They aren’t miniature adults: we must always differentiate between bad behavior and immaturity.

2. Create An Atmosphere That Promotes Good Behavior.
e Let children know that you love them and appreciate them.
Show interest in what happens to them outside of class.
Be organized in how you handle the students.
Provide clear and consistent guidelines; let the children know what you expect of them.
Don’t show favoritism.

3. Acknowledge Your Position As A Teacher.

Be in charge of the class.

Be a figure of authority that students can follow.

Become a friend to your students.

Explain to them what is expected of them and give them good examples.




4. Use Methods That Involve the Children and Capture Their Interest.
e Be prepared and get to the classroom before any of the children.
e Provide a variety of activities that are appropriate for your students’ ages.
e Use activities that capture their interest and ability.
e Allow children to choose some of the activities.

5. Focus on Positive Behavior.
e Limit the number of rules.
e When you correct a child, discuss it with their parent, guardian, or the person responsible for them.

WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN A CHILD MISBEHAVES?
1. Find the Cause of the Problem.
e Does the child have learning or medical problems that prevent their participation in class?
e Does he try to control the class?
e |s he academically talented and therefore bored with the class?
e When you know the cause of the problem, you may be able to correct it after talking with the child’s
parents.

2. Take Control of the Situation.
e Ignore behavior that doesn’t interrupt the class.
Include the child in learning activities.
Let him see that you are observing his misconduct.
Approach the child in a loving manner.
Tell the child, quietly, what you want him to do.
Teach students the consequences of continued misconduct.

3. Talk to Parents or the Person Responsible for the Child.
e [f you know that you will most likely have to talk to his parents or guardian, do it, don’t delay.
e Start by telling the parents what you appreciate about their child.
e State the problem and ask for their ideas of how to resolve the problem..

ACTIVITY IDEAS FOR TEACHING CHILDREN

Keep in mind that children of different ages have different abilities. Feel free to adapt activities, discussion
questions, and the Bible story so that the children will understand what you are trying to teach. Use your
children’s abilities, e.g. if they can read, let them read some verses from the Bible story; let them help you set
up activities and clean up the class area.

Memory Verse Work

Have the children learn their memory verses in a modern translation of their “home language”. For younger
children you may need to work on a shortened section of the memory verse.

Puzzle: Write the memory verse on a piece of paper (construction paper, newsprint, etc.) Use a heavy marker to
draw shapes around the words. Cut the shapes out. Have the children put the shapes back together to make the
verse.




Erase a Word: If you have a chalkboard or whiteboard available, write the words of the verse on it. Have the
children read the verse. Then allow one child to erase a word. The class must then read the verse again,
remembering to say the word that was erased. Allow another child to erase the next word. Keep doing this until
the verse is completely erased.

Be a Word: Assign each child a word or short phrase from the memory verse. After you have recited the verse
several times together, have the children line themselves up in order of where their assigned word falls in the
verse. They must say their word or phrase one after the other, thus completing the verse.

Project Ideas

Modeling Clay: Children love to be creative with their hands. Here is a simple recipe for making homemade
modeling clay. Store it in an airtight container and it will last quite a long time. If you have access to food
colouring or dyes, you might want to make several different colours of clay to make the children’s art projects
more interesting to them.

10 g (2 teaspoons) Cream of Tartar Mix all ingredients together in a cooking pot until a
250 g (1 cup) Flour smooth paste is formed. Cook slowly over low heat
2,5 g (1/2 teaspoon) Salt until dough comes away from side of pot. Remove
15 g (1 tablespoon) Cooking Qil dough from pot and knead for 3 minutes. Add food
250 ml (1 cup) Water colouring .

Drama — Use your children’s natural talent and enjoyment of acting to act out any of the Bible stories. Let the
children take turns playing the main characters.

Role Play — Again using drama, let the children act out what they should do when faced with certain questions
or situations. Ask, ‘what would you do if ...” Be sure to give guidance in discussing the issues.

Puppets — If appropriate for your culture, you might want to make a simple hand puppet out of an old sock or
some leftover fabric. Make it a character that does not look like a real person or animal. Give it button, wool, or
fabric eyes, nose, and mouth. Use the puppet at times to help tell the story or give the application. Be sure to
explain to the children that it is not magic. Let them use it themselves sometimes so they can understand.

HOW TO PRAY WITH THOSE SEEKING GOD’S FACE
(Please adapt as needed)

a. Realize the importance of the moment, give it full attention and be sensitive to the leading of the Holy
Spirit
b.  Kneel, sit or stand next to the person you intend to help.
c.  Silently pray for God’s guidance and, without interrupting his or her prayer, pray for them too. He is the
one who must pray — you are only there to assist as the Holy Spirit leads.
d. Listen to the seeker’s prayer to determine if they need help.
e.  When the seeker has finished praying, find out if he has the assurance that his prayer was answered. You
do not have to know what the prayer was about unless he wants to speak about it.
f.  If the seeker continues to pray without coming to an end, or without being specific:
i. Carefully ask if you can help. Once permission has been granted,
ii. Find out why he came to pray.
iii. Briefly guide him with the relevant Scriptures.
iv. Together pray for the specific need and trust God with the request.




v. When you have finished praying, find out if he has the assurance that his prayer was answered. If
not, briefly encourage them to continue trusting God and walking in the light as God leads him.
Remind him that it is only by faith in God that they can have victory and, once the work is done in
him, the Holy Spirit will testify with their spirit. There may be no physical manifestations but the
assurance of the Holy Spirit will always be there.
g. Remember to give the pastor the names of all the seekers and the outcomes of their prayers.




INTRODUCTION - UNIT |

JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY

Biblical References: Luke 2:42-52; Matthew 3:1-17; 4:18-22; Mark 3:13-19; John 1:35-51

Unit Memory Verse: And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. (Luke 2:52)

Unit Objectives
This unit will help Children to:
e know the first steps of Jesus’ ministry
e grow in their knowledge of God
e see His obedient attitude after His baptism

e learn the particular way that Jesus used to select His disciples

Unit Lessons:
Lesson 1: Jesus Learns to Obey
Lesson 2: Jesus is Baptized
Lesson 3: Jesus is Tempted
Lesson 4: Jesus Chooses His Disciples

Why Children need the teaching of this unit:
Children need to know that Jesus Christ is a real character of a real story; not a fantasy cartoon story.
These lessons will help children to know Jesus from His early age of 12 years. Through these Biblical texts
children will begin to familiarize themselves:

e with the young boy, Jesus, who called people’s attention to His wisdom

e with the way Jesus responded with Scripture to each temptation of the devil

e with the special way Jesus selected his disciples. Jesus chose neither wealthy nor influential people,

but simple and even coarse men.




Scripture: Luke 2:41-52

Jesus Learns to Obey
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To teach the children that Jesus obeyed his “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in
Father God, and that they can do the same. favor with God and men.” (Luke 2:52)

Prepare Yourself To Teach

When we see children run and play — we tend to make the mistake to think that children are spiritually
immature and incapable of serious thinking. Children have an enormous capacity to understand the
spiritual nature of our world, sometimes even more clearly than we adults. We can learn valuable
lessons about spiritual development as we see children surrender their small lives into the mighty
Hands of God.
In the same way the mind and heart of Jesus was as a child, the inquisitive minds and tender hearts
of children need to be filled with truths of God. These first years will determine the direction your
children will follow in the future. As teachers what a great privilege and responsibility we have to
help determine the direction our children will follow.
e Prepare in advance any teaching materials you will use for this lesson. Make photocopies of
Activity Page 1A for your children.
e Remember to record attendance, take offering, welcome visitors and collect their family
information to contact them during the week

Introduction to the Bible Story

Capture the attention of your students: Before class, prepare a suitcase (bag or travel bag) and place it in front
of the class in a visible place to illustrate the idea of traveling.

Ask the children: “Think about any trips you have taken. What did you pack to take on your trip? How long did
that trip last? What did you see on the way? Where did you go? Have any of you ever been lost by getting
separated from your parents in town? How did you feel? How did your parents feel? Did your parents find you?
Did you find your parents? What happened when they found you?” Let the children tell their experiences.

“Do you think Jesus was ever lost?”

”Let’s listen now to an interesting story about a trip Jesus made with his family:

Jesus Learns to Obey

In the story of Luke 2:41-52 we find Mary, Joseph, and 12-year old Jesus beginning the long walk to Jerusalem
for a special celebration called the Passover Feast. After a few days the celebrations ended and everyone began
to return to their homes. While walking, Joseph and Mary realized they could not find their son. No one else
had seen Jesus either. Joseph and Mary decided to return to Jerusalem to look for Jesus. At last they found Jesus
sitting with the teachers of the Law in the temple. Everyone was amazed at the intelligence and answers of Jesus.
(Teacher — think of a creative way to help your children visualize the scene of 12-year old Jesus sitting with the
teachers of the Law.)

As parents Joseph and Mary expressed their concern when they found their son. Mary asked, “Jesus, why didn’t
you come back with us? When we couldn’t find you we were worried and looked everywhere for you!”




Jesus was surprised. “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s
house?” (Luke 2:49) Joseph and Mary could not understand what Jesus was saying.

At their request Jesus followed his earthly parents back to Nazareth where he lived in obedience to them, while
continuing to strengthen His relationship with His heavenly Father. “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and
in favor with God and men.” (Luke 2:52) reminds us that Jesus developed as a child - physically, intellectually,
and he also grew “in favor with God and men.” We know with certainty that at 12 years of age Jesus understood
the importance of His relationship with God. The lessons learned as a teenager would help Jesus later to trust in
the One who sent Him to fulfill His mission of being the Savior of the world.

Let’s Take a Trip!

e Take the children on a walk around the church.

e After arriving at a nearby place have the children sit and listen. “Jesus and his family also took a trip,

from Nazareth to Jerusalem. Our trip took only a few minutes, but it took them several days.”

e While holding your Bible open, retell the story of Luke 2:41-52, but in your own words.

e After finishing the story return with the children back to their regular teaching spot.
(Earlier you had secretly asked one child to stay in the place where you told the story as everyone else returned
to the teaching area with you.)

e As the class returns ask, “Are we all here?” Look around the room and count how many children there

are. Pretend you are surprised someone is missing. “Who is missing? Oh, is missing. We
must return to look for him/her.”
e Asagroup go to look for the missing child and bring him/her back with you. * stayed back

and did not return with us. Think about how Jesus’ parents felt when they realized that Jesus wasn’t with
them. What did Jesus say to them when they found him in the temple? (“Don’t you know that I need to
be about my Father’s business? ). Even as a child, Jesus wanted to have a good relationship with God,
His Heavenly Father. Like Jesus, how can we have a close relationship with God? (...by reading our
Bibles, by praying to God, by listening to what our
parents, pastors, and teachers say about God, and by obeying them.)

e Give the children their copies of Activity Page 1A. Write or draw something we can do to be close to
God. Explain the pictures and any truths learned.

Memorization

“And Jesus grew in wisdom, in stature, and in favor with God and men.” (Luke 2:52)

You will need a ball or something that can be tossed. Divide the class into two teams. Standing or sitting, one
team facing the other, hand the ball to the first child of one of the two teams. That child will say the first word
of the verse (for example: “And”). Then he must throw the ball to the first child of the opposing team, as he says
the second word (“Jesus”). The ball will continue going from child to child, in a zigzag pattern, until everyone
has said a word of the verse. When they finish saying it, including the reference, start over. By repeating it, the
children will learn the memory verse.

Pray with the children. Ask the Lord to help them be obedient and close to God, as Jesus was. If there are
children who might have been disobedient to God and/or their parents, arrange an altar prayer time. You can
hand out cards with the names of children who wish to be prayed for. Encourage them to pray for one another
and to tell today’s Bible story to their parents, siblings, and friends. In that way, many will learn to know Jesus
and how He was obedient to His parents. Invite the children to return next Sunday.




Activity 1
JESUS LEARNS TO OBEY

Scripture: Luke 2:41-52

Lesson Objective: To teach the children that Jesus obeyed his Father God, and that they can do the same.

Memory Verse: “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” (Luke 2:52)

How Can | Obey God?




Jesus Learns to Obey

O 2 JESUS IS BAPTIZED
Scripture: Matthew 3:1-17

Help the students know that Jesus is the Son of “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in
God, and understand that his baptism shows that favor with God and men.” (Luke 2:52)
he came to save us from sin

Prepare Yourself To Teach

Even though children are young, it is very important to affirm their spiritual development. Though
they love and serve God, they may not give testimonies like their parents or other adults in church.
The responsibility for their spiritual development comes from observing the friendship between the
older people close to them and God. Let’s try to adapt the child’s perceptions about God and give
children opportunities to experience and tell of God’s love and grace.

e Prepare in advance any teaching materials you will use for this lesson

e Remember to record attendance, take offering, welcome visitors and collect their family

information, to contact them during the week

Introduction to the Bible Story

Attention Grabber: Before class - Write each letter of the word “B-A-P-T-1-S-M” on separate cardboard squares
(you can put masking tape rings behind the letters to stick them up or punch a hole and tie a thread to hang). In
class - mix up the letters and give them to the children. Say: Sort these letters to form a word that has a special
meaning. If you have the letter that corresponds to the key that I’'m going to give, hang it up:

+The first letter is the second letter of the alphabet (B)
+The second letter is the first letter of the alphabet. (A)
+The third letter is the letter before Q. (P)
+The fourth letter is the name of a cold or hot drink. (T)
+The fifth letter is a vowel with a dot. ()]
+The sixth letter is similar to a snake. (S)
+The last letter has two mountains. (M)

* Ask the children: What word do we spell with these letters?  (Baptism)

Say: Baptism was and is a way of showing that you have repented of your sins. It also shows you want to live
for God. When John the Baptist preached, he told people that they needed to repent and be baptized.

“Have you been baptized?”

Let’s listen now to an interesting story about someone who was baptized.

(Teacher, to make the story interesting use a puppet to represent Alberto.)

Hi, my name is Alberto. | am going to tell you about a strange man whose name was John. Some people told us
that John was speaking to people from along the Jordan River. My mom and | decided to go see for ourselves.
John wore clothes made of camel hair. Someone said he ate honey and locusts. Gross! John said to the people,
“Repent - turn from your sins and ask God to forgive you.”




People walked into the river and John gently pushed them down into the water. Mom told me this was called
‘baptism’ and that’s why people called him ‘John the Baptist’.

We were sitting on a rock watching when a group of Pharisees also came to see John. Mom told me Pharisees
were our most important religious leaders. John also saw the Pharisees coming; he called them a bunch of vipers!
John the Baptist said stranger things; he talked about someone else who would come, someone who was very
powerful! John said that not even he was worthy to untie the straps on this man’s shoes. Who could John be
talking about? Out of nowhere this very simple man walked right up to John in the river. John was thrilled to
see him. Somebody whispered, “That’s Jesus! He wants to be baptized!”

John said to Jesus, ‘I need to be baptized by you, how can you come to me to be baptized?”

Jesus insisted that John baptize him and so John led Jesus into the river. John gently pushed Jesus down into the
water. When Jesus came up the most fantastic thing happened; the sky opened up and God’s Spirit came down
on Jesus like a beautiful dove. We heard a loud voice from heaven say, ‘This is my beloved Son; I’'m very
pleased with him.’

We could not believe what we had heard and seen. We went home amazed by everything that had happened that
day!

e What did John say to Jesus? (I need to be baptized by you.)

e What happened when Jesus came out of the water? (The Holy Spirit came upon Jesus in the form of a
dove and the voice of God was heard.)

e  Why do you think Jesus’ baptism was important? (Because he showed that he loved sinners and that he
had come to help them.)

e How do we show our gratitude to Jesus for being our Savior? (By loving God, doing what He wants us
to do, receiving Jesus as our Savior.)

Memorization

“And Jesus grew in wisdom, in stature, and in favor with God and men.” (Luke 2:52)

You will need 2 sets of cards with text of the verse (for example “And”). Hide the cards in different locations
when children are not seeing for example “Jesus” behind the door and another card “Jesus” at the window.
Divide the class into two teams. Children will search the word of the verse then arrange the words in the order
from first to last verse including the reference. The first team to find and arrange all the verse cards will read
and recite over the verse. The children will learn the memory verse.

Pray with the children. Ask the Lord to help them show gratitude to Jesus for being our Savior. If there are
children who might be willing to turn to Jesus, arrange an altar prayer time. Hand out cards with names of
children who wish to be prayed for. Encourage them to pray for one another and to tell today’s Bible story to
their parents, siblings, and friends. In that way, many will learn to know Jesus and how He came to save us from
sin. Invite the children to return next Sunday.




Activity 2
JESUS IS BAPTIZED

Scripture: Matthew 3:1-17
Lesson Objective: Help the students know that Jesus is the Son of God. He came to save us from sin.

Memory Verse: “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” (Luke 2:52)

“And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I
love; with him I am well pleased.’” (Matthew 3:17)




Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11

Help the students know that Jesus had to “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in

decide between obeying God or Satan. We favor with God and man.” (Luke 2:52)
also have to make that decision.

Prepare Yourself To Teach

Children need to know that some decisions are wrong. The decision to disobey God is always wrong.
God never changes. If God says something is wrong it will always be wrong. Satan may try to tempt
us from obeying God. God knows us and loves us. We should feel comfortable asking God to help us
whenever we are tempted.
This series of lessons about Jesus’ life will lead children to God. He is our example of obedience and
devotion to our Creator.

e Prepare in advance any teaching materials you will use for this lesson

e Remember to record attendance, take offering, welcome visitors and collect their family

information to contact them during the week

Introduction to the Bible Story

Attention Grabber - Before Class write each letter of the word “T-E-M-P-T-A-T-I-O-N” on separate cards.
Display the cards on the board in their correct order but turned over so no one can see them. Write the definition
on another card. In Class say: “Today we will learn a new word. I will ask some questions, whoever answers
correctly can turn over one of these cards.”

e Ask the children: Should you obey your parents? Is it right to lie? Is it okay to drink something that
doesn’t belong to you? Should you hit your brother or sister? Is it good to copy a classmate’s homework
or exam?

Who can try to guess what the word is? “Temptation”

What is temptation? “Temptation is the desire to do something that disobeys God.”

Say: We all face temptations. Many times, we have to choose between good and bad. Today’s story speaks of
someone who faced temptation; Jesus. Let’s see if He made the right decisions:

Give each child a sheet of paper and a pencil:

o fold the paper in half

e open the paper up and fold it in half in the opposite direction. (Thus the paper will be divided into four
equal sections.)

e write numbers 1 to 4 respectively on the sections

As you tell today’s story, pause at the end of each scene for the children to draw a simple picture related to that
scene.

Jesus Learns to Obey
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A Difficult Test for Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)

Scene 1

After John baptized Jesus the Spirit of God led Jesus into the desert. In preparation for the work God had planned
for Jesus to do, Jesus needed to know what it was like to be tempted to disobey His heavenly Father. For 40
days and 40 nights Jesus did not eat anything.




The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to be turned into bread.”

Jesus was very hungry, but he told the devil, “Man does not live by bread alone but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God.”

(DRAWING TIME)

Scene 2

The devil took Jesus to the city of Jerusalem. Satan took Jesus to the highest place in the temple and tried to
tempt him again, saying, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here. The Word of God says
that the angels will catch you if you fall.”

Jesus answered him with the words of Deuteronomy 6:16: “It is written also, “You shall not tempt the Lord your
God.”

(DRAWING TIME)

Scene 3

The devil took Jesus to the top of a very high mountain. From there Jesus could see many kilometers away. The
devil said, “I will give you all the kingdoms of the world if you bow down and worship me.”

Jesus answered him, “Go away from me! The Scripture says that we should only worship God. Only before Him

should we bow and only Him should we serve.”
(DRAWING TIME)

Scene 4

The devil left and the angels came to take care of Jesus. He had successfully passed those great tests. Every time
the devil tried to tempt Jesus, he made the choice to obey God!

(DRAWING TIME)

“Anyone like to retell the story, showing us your drawings?”

The Temptation Game

Write Statements of Obedience from God’s Ten Commandments on cards.

Examples: We will not lie. We will not kill. We will keep the Sabbath day holy. We will honor our father and
our mother. We will not steal.

Divide the class into two groups.

Team A picks a card out and reads the Statement of Obedience on the card.

Team B thinks of things that might tempt Team A to do what they said they would or would not do.

Team A thinks of ways they would fight the temptation.

Rotate which group is Team A.

Memorization

“And Jesus grew in wisdom, in stature, and in favor with God and men”

Have the children listen carefully and count the number of words in today’s memory verse.
Read the scripture verse slowly to emphasize each distinct word.
Read the verse a second time so all can double check their word count. Listen to different children give their
word count guesses. If you get several different answers repeat the whole process.

-a fun, repetitive exercise to help all memorize the Bible verse.

Ask the children if they have prayer requests. Pray for those requests and then for your students, asking God to
help them overcome temptations as Jesus did. Encourage them to attend the next class and tell other people
today’s story.




Activity 3

JESUS IS TEMPTED

Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11

Lesson Objective: Help the students know that Jesus had to decide between obeying God or Satan. We also
have to make that decision.

Memory Verse: “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” (Luke 2:52)

, | ——— _g anything that makes us
wunl: to disobey God. It makes us think that
disobeying God is okay or evengood.

2. _ _ _ ___ is a special name for Jesus. When
we know Jesus, we know who God is and what
he is like.

3. _ _ ___ is the joy we have when God forgives us
of our sins and reconciles us to himself. We can
have peace even when bad things happen to us.

4., __ _ __ ___ is another special name for
Jesus. This name signifies that Jesus was

"“chosen by God”. God chose Jesus to be our
— .. Savior.




Jesus Learns to Obey
JESUS CHOOSES HIS DISCIPLES b{m‘f 01

Scripture: Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 3:13-19 and John 1:35-51

Help the students to be followers of Jesus “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in
favor with God and man.” (Luke 2:52)

Prepare Yourself To Teach

We believe children cannot do much for Jesus because they are so small. There are many ways that
children can be Jesus’ helpers. This lesson will help children begin to understand what it means to be
a follower of Jesus and to think of ways they can help in God’s work today.

e Prepare in advance any teaching materials you will use for this lesson

e Remember to record attendance, take offering, welcome visitors and collect their family

information, to contact them during the week,
e Review briefly the three previous lessons and ask your students to give some examples of how
faithful they have been to God.

Grab the Children’s Attention:
Before class: On heavy paper/cardboard draw a background of the sea, the beach, and some boats.
Think of examples throughout history in which God used children to guide their parents to Christ. Tell
your children any examples you know of or ask your pastor to visit your class and tell a story about
how children have helped bring people to Jesus. These stories will encourage your children.
Ask: When are we given instructions? (at school, washing, shopping, when an object is put together,
etc.) Let’s see how well you can listen and follow instructions:
SIMON SAYS
Say: Children, follow my instructions only when | say SIMON SAYS!
“SIMON SAYS jump up and down.” All, including you, jump up and down.
“SIMON SAYS clap your hands.” All, including you, clap your hands.
“SIMON SAYS stomp your feet.” All, including you, stomp your feet.

o keep repeating different instructions, going faster and faster
Say: “Rub your belly.” (This time don’t say Simon Says.) You rub your belly. Any child who rubs
their belly is out — because this time you did not say SIMON SAYS.
Ask: What must you do to win this game: (Listen to the instructions and only do what Simon says.)
It’s very important to follow instructions.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Make figures of Jesus, Peter, the other disciples, and some children. Tape the figures in appropriate spots on the
sea/beach background you made.

Today’s story tells us about some people who listened and followed instructions:

One day while walking on the beach of the Sea of Galilee Jesus saw some fishermen. They were called Simon
Peter and his brother, Andrew. They were at the water’s edge, throwing out their nets to fish. Jesus called them.
“Come follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”

Peter and Andrew looked at each other, looked at their nets, followed Jesus’ instructions, and left at once to
follow Him. While they were walking with Jesus on the beach, they saw two of their friends, James and John,
sitting on their fishing boat, fixing their nets.




Jesus looked at them and said, “Follow me and learn to catch people.” Quickly, James and John stood up,
followed Jesus’ instructions, jumped out of the boat, and followed Jesus.

After a few days Jesus decided to leave Galilee. He found Phillip who was from the same city as Peter and
Andrew. Jesus also called Phillip to follow Him. Philip then found his friend Nathanael, “You must come and
meet someone. His name is Jesus of Nazareth. He is the promised Savior, of whom Moses and the prophets
wrote.”

“Did you say he’s from Nazareth?” Nathanael asked. “Can anything good come from Nazareth?

“Come and see,” Phillip replied.

Nathanael went with Phillip. When Jesus saw them coming, He said, “Here is a true Israelite in whom there is
no deception!”

Nathanael was really surprised, “From where do you know me?”’

“I saw you when you were under the fig tree, even before Philip called you,” Jesus replied.

Nathanael was more than surprised. He knew that Jesus was not an ordinary person. “Rabbi, you are the Son of
God! You are the King of Israel!” he exclaimed.

Jesus looked at him. “Do you only believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see
greater things than these!”

Jesus and His followers traveled through the region. One day Jesus climbed a mountain. He invited these friends
to go with Him and said, “You will be my disciples. I want you to stay with me and learn to follow my
instructions.”

The names of these 12 disciples were Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas,
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot.

Sing: There were 12 Disciples

There were twelve disciples Jesus called to help Him:
Simon Peter, Andrew, James, his brother John,
Philip, Thomas, Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus,
Thaddeus, Simon, Judas, and Bartholomew.

He has called us, too. He has called us, too

We are His disciples; I am one and you!

He has called us too. He has called us, too.

We are His disciples; | am one and you!

Say: These 12 came to be Jesus’ special helpers. They traveled with Jesus and helped Him in His ministry on
earth. They were called “disciples”. Today Jesus still needs helpers (disciples) to follow Him, to learn from Him,
to obey Him, and to serve Him. You can also be one of Jesus’ disciples!

Take Home Activity

Ask: Children, are you willing to make this promise: promises to obey and do the work of God.
(child’s name)

If so, then you are considered a disciple of Jesus. Draw and cut out a figure of yourself, with your name on the

front of it (similar in size to the figures you made early of Jesus and his disciples).

Memorization

“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man”. (Luke 2:52)
Ask children to repeat the memory verse as they walk towards the sea/beach background. Place the figures with
their names on the background with Jesus and His disciples.

Again, make the invitation to follow Jesus. If the children are willing to be one of Jesus’ disciples ask them to
place their figures next to the other disciples who followed Jesus.




Activity 4

JESUS CHOQOSES HIS DISCIPLES
Scripture: Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 3:13-19; John 1:35-51.

Lesson Objective: Help the students know that Jesus had to decide between obeying God or Satan. We also
have to make that decision.

Memory Verse: “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” (Luke 2:52)

T

"1 Look at the words in the WORD BOX.
2. Findthewordsinthewordsearch.Theycanbehorizontalorvertical.
3. Complete the spaces in the Bible verse. Then memorize Matthew

4:19 with afriend,|
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INTRODUCTION - UNIT I

JESUS MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

Biblical References: Mark 1:40-44:; 2:13-16; 14:66-72; John 21:1-29

Unit Memory Verse: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has
come!” (2 Cor. 5:17)

Unit Objectives

This unit will help us to:
e understand that when we accept Jesus we will no longer be as before
e allow Christ to guide us so that we will not sin
e know that we are now followers of a powerful, but loving God.

e trust that the Lord can change even the most sinful and evil person.

Unit Lessons
Lesson 5: Jesus Heals the Leper
Lesson 6: Jesus Transforms Matthew
Lesson 7: Jesus Loves the Children
Lesson 8: Jesus Forgives Peter

It may be difficult for children to understand the word “sin.”

But, children are learning to know when a person does good or bad things.

Through this unit we will be able to see the benefits that come from not sinning. We will realize that Jesus can
help us not sin.

Before we accepted Christ into our hearts we were under the dominion of the devil (kingdom of darkness) and
we liked to sin; like lying, stealing, saying bad words, hating, etc.

Now that we are children of God (Kingdom of Light) we no longer wish to sin.

May we understand that when God gives us a new, forgiven heart we are different. We do not want to sin

anymore.




Jesus Makes the Difference

O 5 JESUS HEALS THE LEPER
Scripture: Mark 1:40-44
Lesson Objective:

Help the students know that Jesus loves people “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
who are rejected. He cares for our needs creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

(2 Corinthians 5:17)

Prepare Yourself To Teach

Children watch behaviors at home, at school, at church, and begin to incorporate them into their own
actions and attitudes. The story of Jesus healing the leper is a dynamic lesson that will enable your
students to understand compassion and lead them to care for the less fortunate.
e Prepare materials you will use for this lesson
e Remember to record attendance, take offering, welcome visitors, and collect their family
information to contact them during the week.
e Review briefly the three previous lessons and ask your students to give some examples of how
faithful they have been to God.

Before class: prepare cutouts from magazines and newspapers of “different” people: children and
adults sick in bed, in wheelchairs, children with eyeglasses or with guide stick, anyone who expresses
the idea of “special need.”

In class: Hang or stick pictures and ask: What do you see in that picture? How would you feel if it
were you, sitting in that wheelchair or lying in that bed? Does Jesus love that person? Can Jesus heal
that person if he chooses to? Emphasize the healing power of God. Talk about how sad it must be for
those people when we avoid them or make fun of them. Say: Let’s ask the Lord to help us be merciful;
to tell those people that Jesus is God of love and that they are loved by him.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Before class: fold each square of box in half and with a dotted line draw the shape of a heart. In class: ask the
children to cut out the heart from each square. The child will then glue the heart to the stick. When they have
finished with the craft, ask them: What does the heart represent? (Love) We will use the heart to illustrate today’s
lesson. You will raise your heart every time you hear that Jesus showed his love to someone.

Jesus Heals the Leper

“Unclean, unclean!” the sad and sick man shouted these words every day. He was always sitting on the street
looking at the happy and healthy people who walked by. The leaders of the city had a law that required that a
leper had to shout “unclean” so that nobody would come near and be infected with his illness. The infected
person wasn’t allowed to enter buildings or get close to other people. His clothes were torn and dirty. How
difficult it must have been for him to find food! And the sores, all over his body, were painful and ugly. People
pointed at him and ran the other way. The man felt very lonely. Every day the same thing happened. One morning
while shouting, “unclean, unclean!” to warn people not to approach, the leper noticed a man he had never seen
before. “Is it possible?”” he thought with enthusiasm. “Is that the Jesus I’ve heard about, the one who they say
can heal diseases? I’'m dying with this terrible leprosy, and maybe this man can help me.”




The man approached Jesus begging on his knees, “If it’s your will to cleanse me, you can do it.”

Jesus looked at the sick man who was kneeling before him. He loved him and at once he helped him. Jesus
extended his hand and touched the man saying, “I want to ... be clean.”

The man got up healthy! He wasn’t sick anymore! He didn’t know what to think! His dream had come true!
Yes, it was possible! It was no longer a dream. What people said was true. Whoever approached Jesus received
healing, forgiveness, mercy and hope. “Oh thank you Jesus!” the man exclaimed. Looking at his arms and legs,
which had been covered with sores moments before, now were clean and soft. His skin was new.

The man exclaimed with happiness, “I’m so grateful and happy. I must hurry and tell everyone what has just
happened to me!”

But Jesus told him, “Look, don’t tell anyone anything. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer a sacrifice
for your purification to show that you were healed.”

The joyful man answered, “Thank you, thank you, I’ll do it immediately. I’'m so happy!” Then he disappeared
into the crowd, telling people what Jesus had done for him. It was a wonderful day for the man. Jesus loved him,
even with terrible illness.

Give the children colouring sheet with two scenes of before and after Jesus healed the leper. Allow the children
to look at the two scenes and read the instructions to them. Let them compare the pictures and talk about the
differences between the two scenes. Be sure that each child understands the concept of before and after Jesus
healed the leper.

Ask: In what situation was the man when he asked Jesus for help? (He was sick with leprosy). What did Jesus
do? (He healed him)

Say: Jesus healed him, that’s why he became a new man. Our memory verse talks about a new creation. The
leper experienced the blessing that Christ brought him. Give the children time to color the picture.

Sing praises: Prepare in advance two happy and appropriate choruses that children can sing while colouring .
Say: Can you imagine how the leper felt when Jesus healed him? No doubt he understood how much Jesus
loved him. Jesus loves you and loves everyone, no matter what we are like or what problems we have. Let’s
sing praises to the Lord with joy and give thanks for his love.

Memorization

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

(2 Corinthians 5:17)

Before class: prepare 16 cm x 12 cm colored cards, out of card stock or thin cardboard, in the form of bricks to
build a pyramid. Write on each card a word from the verse from 2 Corinthians 5:17. Place a ring of tape on the
back of each card or brick.

In class: Recite the verse several times all together.

Say: This verse is one of the happiest in the Bible. It means that Jesus loves us very much and that if we ask
Him, He can change our life. He helps us. In the same way that he cleansed and healed the leper in our story,
Jesus can cleanse us, forgive our sins, and be our Savior. Show them how to build a pyramid using the colored
blocks while repeating the memory verse. Place the cards on a table with the words facing down. Each child
must come, take a card / brick, read the word and place it in the correct place to form the pyramid. Allow the
children to play by forming the pyramid and at the same time reciting the memory verse.

Gather the children for a time of prayer: Thank you God for showing us your love through the story of Jesus
healing the leper. Thank you for loving us. Help us to have more love for others, especially for those who aren’t
loved, for those who are sick and for those who are different from us. Amen.

Ask the children to look for opportunities to help and pray for someone in an unfortunate situation. Tell them
that next Sunday they will be able to tell the rest of the class how they felt helping that person. Invite the children




to return next Sunday.

Activity 5
JESUS HEALS THE LEPER

Scripture: Mark 1:40-44

Lesson Objective: Help the students know that Jesus loves people who are rejected. He cares for our needs.

Memory Verse: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

26




Jesus Makes the Difference

JESUS TRANSFORMS MATTHEW Uit 02
Scripture: Mark 2:13-17

B 06

Lesson Objective: Memory Verse:
Help the students know that Jesus is love. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
He is always willing to forgive us. creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

(2 Corinthians 5:17)

Thoughts for the Teacher




This lesson will introduce the fact that we are all sinners and need to be forgiven by Jesus. This
lesson will offer an opportunity for children to pray and ask Jesus for forgiveness for their sins.
e Prepare before class any teaching materials you will use for this lesson
e Remember to record attendance, take offering, welcome visitors and collect their family
information, to contact them during the week,

Lesson Development

Before class: prepare a card with the word “forgiveness” and print the definition on the back.

In class: Show the word “forgiveness.”

Say: Today we will have a fun game to help you understand our new word: “forgiveness.”

Ask: Who knows how to play “Follow the Leader?”

Place the children in a line one behind the other. (Teacher, be the Leader.)

Have the word “forgiveness” and its definition written on a piece of paper while playing.

Say: when I mention the word “forgiveness,” or part of its meaning, for example pity, understanding,
mercy, please, compassion, pardon etc. you follow me and do what | do. If | say something else that
has nothing to do with the word “forgiveness” Examples: zebra, skateboard, butterfly, potatoes, eyes,
etc. stop.. Play several rounds with the children.

Say: Forgiveness is a gift from God. When we are sorry for disobeying God, Jesus takes our sins on
Himself and takes our punishment.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Review: Allow children to assemble the pyramid from the last lesson. Ask them to place the words in the right
place.

Ask: Who did Jesus heal? (A leper). What kind of illness did that man have? (Leprosy)

What was the man shouting about himself? (Unclean! Unclean!) Did Jesus heal the man? (Yes)

Say: People can be followers of Jesus even with terrible illness or no matter what they have done in the past.
Listen to an interesting story about a man who followed the Savior:

Matthew finds a Savior

It was a beautiful day! Jesus was walking near the lake and teaching people about the love of God.

“Jesus, tell us more!” the crowd shouted. Jesus spoke to them for a long time.

One day Levi, later called Matthew, was sitting collecting taxes in the city. The tax collector looked at those
who passed by without a smile. Many disliked Levi because his work was for the Roman government. Also, tax
people were known to collect a little extra money for themselves. For that reason, nobody said anything good
about Levi.

A voice was heard to say, “Come, follow me.”

Stunned, Matthew fixed his eyes on the face of the one who had spoken to him. It was Jesus! The Master’s hand
was extended toward Matthew. Matthew lost his breath! He immediately got up from his desk and followed
Jesus. Matthew did not look back; nor did he wonder if he had made a good decision. Matthew did not ask
himself, “And what about my money and my earnings?” He also did not ask Jesus where to follow him to.
Matthew only heard the Master’s voice and did what Jesus said to do. He followed Him!

The next day Matthew decided to have a big party at his house. It was the perfect time to introduce Jesus to his
friends. Jesus and His disciples went to Matthew’s house to eat with him. Many of his friends (tax collectors)
came to the party. Some were dishonest and had cheated people. During the meal Jesus sat in the midst of all
the tax collectors and sinners. He smiled and talked with them while they ate. Everyone had a great time at the
party. It was then that someone warned that a group of 30 Pharisees was nearby ... watching them! Pharisees
were the men who enforced the laws and they did not like Jesus. The Pharisees did not trust or believe in Jesus
as the Savior.

Jesus heard one of them ask, “Why does that Jesus eat with tax collectors and sinners?”




Jesus looked at the Pharisees and said, “The healthy have no need of a doctor, but the sick do. | have not come
to call the righteous, but sinners.”

The Pharisees did not understand what Jesus had told them. They continued being angry. But Matthew
understood very well because he knew Jesus loved him and his friends. He knew Jesus wanted to help the
Pharisees learn about God and to know that their sins could also be forgiven. All the people around that table in
Levi’s house needed forgiveness, restoration and a new life. The love and forgiveness of Jesus is for all people!
Ask: What did Jesus say to Levi? (Follow me.)

What did Levi do? (He left everything and followed Jesus.).

Why do you think he invited his friends to the party in his house? (He really wanted them to listen to Jesus.)
What does it mean when Jesus said that the healthy do not need a doctor, but the sick do? (Jesus calls those who
are sick with sin to follow him and stop sinning.)

Say: Matthew really needed a Savior and did the right thing by following Jesus. He understood the meaning of
what Jesus had said, that the healthy do not need a doctor, but the one who is sick does.

Jesus loves everyone and wants to forgive them.

Follow me!

Say: Jesus paid attention to Matthew and also to you. He wants your life to be different. Talk about how Jesus
takes care of us. When Jesus asked Matthew to follow him, Matthew obeyed. We also can follow Jesus. We
have all been sinners because we’ve disobeyed God. We can ask Jesus for forgiveness and then we can be His
followers. Levi/Matthew decided to follow Jesus. You can also make that decision. Encourage the children to
tell the Bible story to someone in their home.

Memorization

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: The old has gone, the new is come!

(2 Corinthians 5:17)

Repeat the memory verse several times with the class. This verse is one of the happiest in the Bible. It means
that Jesus loves us very much. If we ask Jesus to, He can change our life. Jesus helps us; He can be your Savior.
In the same way that Jesus forgave Matthew Jesus can also cleanse you and forgive you of your sins.

Invite the children to accept Jesus as their personal Savior. Make this a special moment so that the children
really understand that they are sinners and that Jesus is willing to forgive them if they ask him to do so. Pray
with them. During the week engage in a conversation with the parents of those who accepted Jesus, & the pastor,
to celebrate the “new birth” of the children.

Activity 6

JESUS TRANSFORMS MATTHEW

Scripture: Mark 2:13-17
Lesson Objective: Help the students know that Jesus is love. He is always willing to forgive us.

Memory Verse: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
(2 Corinthians 5:17)
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Lesson Objective:

children; we all belong to Him.

\ Help the students know that Jesus

Scripture: Mark 10:13-16

Memory Verse:
A ———

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new

Thoughts for the Teacher

loves all !
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
(2 Corinthians 5:17)




‘Jesus loves children’ is the simplest message in the entire Bible to teach. Children have tender hearts;
they can understand the concept that Jesus loves all children. Although for those who experience
problems in their homes or at school, it will be more difficult to understand the idea that Jesus loves
them individually in the same way He loves other children.
e Remember to record attendance, take offering, welcome visitors and collect their family
information, to contact them during the week
e Review briefly the past two lessons.
e Important Words:
FORGIVENESS: it’s God’s gift. When we disobeyed God, repented, and said we were sorry,
God took away our sin and guilt. Forgiveness makes us know that we are right with God.
DISCIPLES: people who love Jesus and obey His teachings. When Jesus was on earth he chose
12 men to be his followers. They were called disciples.
SAVIOR: someone who saves someone from something. Jesus is our Savior. He died to save
us from our sins and show us God’s love.

Starting Activity
On large cards write out today’s Important Words. On the back of each card write the meaning of the
words. Place the cards in an envelope.
In class: Sit in a circle with the children. While playing music pass the envelope with the Important
Words inside it around the circle. When the music stops the child holding the envelope takes out one
of the cards and silently reads the important word to themselves. The child gives clues to help the
class guess what they’ve read on that card; either the word or the definition of the word.
For example: if the child chose the card that said, “FORGIVENESS” they could give clues like:

o this word starts with an “F” and ends with an “S”

e this word is what we get because Jesus died for us
If the child chose the card that read “people who love Jesus and obey- His teachings,”” the other
children would need to guess the word “DISCIPLES”
After someone guesses what was written on the card start the music up again, passing the large
envelope around the circle again.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Sing- Jesus loves the little children
All the children of the world
Bravin, Wise, Judy and Mitchell [name the children in your class]
They are precious in His sight,
Jesus loves the little children of the world

Say: God loves you as much as he loves pastor, daddy, mama and teacher (teacher say your name); you are very
special to God. Jesus wants children and adults to be His followers.
e Listen to an interesting story about how Jesus found little friends one day:

Jesus Loves the Children

Jesus was teaching many people. Some had brought along their children. The parents who listened wanted their
children to also know Jesus. They wanted Him to touch them and sit them on His lap. “Jesus, pray for my
children!” some of the parents shouted. The people knew that the Lord was special. Other parents said, “I want
Jesus to touch my child!” Perhaps they had seen Him heal the sick. The crowds followed Jesus. The disciples
did not like this. They frowned at the dads and moms. “Stop, don’t do that!” they told them.




Maybe the disciples thought the children were not important and Jesus was too busy to give children His time
and attention.

Jesus saw how the disciples were turning the children away and He was not happy. Jesus wanted to see the
children. He told His disciples, “Let the children come to me. Do not take them out of my presence!” Jesus was
happy that they came to Him. Jesus loves children!

Jesus told them, “God loves children. The Kingdom of God belongs to people who are like a child.” Jesus knew
that God cares about all people, not just adults. He loves children. Jesus looked at a little child and said, “You
must be like a child otherwise you will not be able to enter the Kingdom of heaven.” Jesus wanted everyone to
understand their need to trust and obey God the way children do. Jesus picked up the children, hugged them,
talked with them, and blessed them.

Jesus Loves Me

Give children the activity page for lesson 7 with the pictures of Jesus with a child in his arms. Provide colored
pencils or crayons. Also, cut colored papers squares a little larger (3 cm more on each side), than the pictures.
Trim the edges in a decorative way. Make two marks on the top of the cards so that children can pierce them
later. Give each child two pieces of thread or yard to pass through the holes in the squares. While they are
working on this activity, review the lesson with them. Ask: how do you feel about knowing that Jesus loves
you? Say: Give one of the pictures to a friend. Tell your friend that Jesus loves him or her.

Memorization

Write out the memory verse skipping words; for example: “Therefore, if is in ,” etc. Hide the
missing words on pieces of cardboard and hide them in different places. Children should look for the words,
find them, run to the blackboard and place them in the correct places, until the verse is complete. Say: This
verse is wonderful. It means that Jesus loves you very much and that if you ask him, He can change your life.
Jesus helps you and can be your Savior. Jesus can cleanse you and forgive your sins.

Jesus loves all children, not only those who have heard many times about him, those who come to church every
week, or those who memorize Bible verses. Ask if they might know someone at school or in their neighborhood
whom other children might not like. Be careful: don’t let them say the name of that child. The purpose of the
question is to get the children in your class to pray for those children. Ask the children to pray silently for those
children (without repeating names). Pray for your class, that your children will love other children. Say goodbye
and tell the children that Jesus loves them and you love them too.

Activity 7
JESUS LOVES THE CHILDREN

Scripture: Mark 10:13-16
Lesson Objective: Help the students know that Jesus loves all children; we all belong to Him.

Memory Verse: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
(2 Corinthians 5:17)




Jesus Makes the Difference

JESUS FORGIVES PETER (it 02
Scripture: Mark 14:66-72; John 21:1-19

Lesson Objective: Memory Verse:

Help the students know that Jesus forgave Peter “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
when Peter denied Him. Jesus can forgive our creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
sins. (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Thoughts for the Teacher




The fear of failure is acquired from an early age. The world cries out that by our triumphs, or
failures, we will be judged. This also happens to children. Use today’s lesson to show children the
truth that Jesus is not focused on our mistakes, but that He is willing to forgive us if we sin.
Review: briefly go through the three previous lessons.

Starting Activity

Before class: Prepare “Pyramid of Words” from lesson 5 to 7 to practice the memory verse.

In class: as the children enter the class tell them to take the cards/blocks on the table to make and
repeat the verse. By now all the children should know the verse by heart. Ask all the volunteers who
have learned it to come forward and tell the whole class, placing the pyramid blocks in the right
place.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Since this is the last lesson of the unit, repeat the envelopes game with the important words. Children should
already know the words and their meaning: FORGIVENESS, DISCIPLES, AND SAVIOR.

e At the end of the activity ask, “Do you love me?”
Say: Listen to an interesting story about how Jesus showed forgiveness.

Jesus Forgives Peter
The night was calm and dark. Peter had been at Jesus’ side in happy moments. That night Peter was afraid.
“Jesus is arrested, what I can do?”’ he thought. Peter had learned a lot from Jesus and learned to love him.
A few hours earlier Peter had been stopped in the courtyard of the palace where Jesus had been taken. Peter
was startled when he heard someone approach him again by the fire. He was trembling with cold! Although
there were many people out there, he wanted no one to bother him.

“You were with Jesus of Nazareth!” said the woman.

“I do not know what you re saying, or who you are talking about!” said Peter.

Peter turned around and headed for a nearby courtyard to be alone.
It wasn’t long when the woman approached Peter again. This time she didn’t speak to him, but to all who
passed by. She shouted, “He is one of them!” pointing her finger at him.
Once again Peter denied it was true, “No, no!”
Peter was terrified. Others who were there insisted, “You are truly one of them, because you are a Galilean
and your way of speaking is similar.”
Peter exploded with anger and began to curse and swear, “I don't know this man!”
Suddenly a noise was heard in the air. It was the crowing of a rooster nearby. It not only crowed once, but
twice. Peter was frozen. He couldn’t believe it! At that moment he remembered the words of Jesus, who loved
him so much. “Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times!”
Peter had never felt so badly. Jesus was right. Peter had denied him. He had also lied saying that he did not
know Jesus. The apostle fell to the ground in deep weeping.

A few days after Jesus was crucified, died, and had been resurrected Peter was with his friends trying to fish in
the Sea of Galilee. The men were tired. They had been fishing all night but had not caught a single fish.
Everyone felt very badly; they were discouraged and sad. The morning sun shone and it was a splendid day.
The glare did not let them see clearly. One of them spotted someone who on the beach, as if spying on them. It
was Jesus, but the fishermen didn’t recognize him. The man asked them, “Have you caught anything?”

“No, we haven’t!” they replied.

“Put your net on the other side of the boat and you will find some fish,” he replied.
Soon the net was filled with beautiful fish. Nobody could believe it! The men rubbed their eyes and wondered
who that man was on the beach!




One of them told Peter, “It’s the Lord!”
Immediately the disciple threw himself into the water. Peter couldn’t wait anymore; he was so excited that he
swam to the shore. The others followed with the boat dragging the net full of fish. When they all reached the
shore they noticed there was a small fire with fish roasting and there was also bread. Jesus told them to bring
more fish from what they had just caught. Peter ran and brought the heavy net. The fish were big, beautiful.
There were 153 and the net did not break. Jesus invited them to eat. How wonderful! The tired and hungry
men had a breakfast ready for them! The most wonderful thing was who had prepared it for them. After eating
and being satisfied, Jesus began to speak to them. He turned to Peter and said, “Simon, do you love me more
than these?”

“Yes Lord; You know I love you,” he answered.
Jesus asked Peter if he loved him twice more. “Yes, ” Peter said both times.
Jesus forgave Peter for denying Him. While they were talking on the beach, Jesus told him some important
things to do. He asked him to feed his sheep and take care of the lambs. Jesus did not ask Peter to look after
real sheep but to take care of people and to tell them about Jesus’ love. The last thing Jesus said to Peter was a
short phrase, perhaps the most important phrase in the whole universe: “Follow me!”
Peter followed Jesus until his death before being one of the greatest preachers and leaders of the early church.

Activity

Ask the children to complete the lesson 8 activity sheet and sign the letter addressed to God.
Ask:

How did Peter fail Jesus? (He denied him.)

What did Jesus do for Peter? (He forgave him)

How did Peter change? (Peter became a great preacher and leader of the early church)
How did your life change when Jesus forgave you? (Allow the children to respond.)

Memorization

Since you’ve reached the end of Unit 2 you can do a competition. Divide the class into two groups. Ask 2 or 3
children in the groups to recite the memory verse. The group that says the passage without error will receive
special applause, biscuits, fruit, or whatever you think best.

Pray especially for those who accepted Jesus during this unit. Allow them to tell what they feel now that Jesus
lives in their hearts and He forgave them of their sins. Encourage the children to go home and tell about their
new experience with the Lord to their family and friends.

Activity 8

JESUS FORGIVES PETER

Scripture: Mark 14:66-72; John 21:1-19

Lesson Objective: Help the students know that Jesus forgave Peter when Peter denied Him. Jesus can forgive
our sins.

Memory Verse: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”




(2 Corinthians 5:17)
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INTRODUCTION - UNIT 3

THE MIRACLES AND MINISTRY OF JESUS

Biblical References: Mark 1:21-28; 4:35-41; Luke 7:1-17; 9:1-6; 10:1-20

Unit Memory Verse: “While He was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud




said, ‘This is my son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”” (Matt 17:5)

Unit Objectives
This unit will help children to:
e discover Jesus’ great power
e be amazed and always remember the miracles Jesus was able to do

e know that Jesus uses that power to free us from difficult situations

Unit Lessons:
Lesson 9: Jesus, the Best Teacher
Lesson 10: Jesus, the Best Doctor
Lesson 11: Jesus, the Most Powerful
Lesson 12: Jesus, the Best Leader

Children are going through an age where the capacity for wonder is very high and curiosity drives them to
discover new things. This means that the extraordinary events of Jesus are seen by them in a very special way.
Therefore, seeing Jesus who, although He looked like an ordinary man, calmed the waves of the sea with the
authority of His voice, completely healed the centurion’s son who was on the verge of death, performed feats
of his own, will impact your students. And it will be difficult for them to forget the power of God. It is good
to point out that Jesus did not do miracles just to entertain people, but to attract them to Himself and to change

their lives.

The Miracles and Ministry of Jesus

JESUS THE BEST TEACHER
Scripture: Mark 1:21-28

S 09

“While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and
a voice from the cloud said, *This is my Son, whom I love;
with him I’m well pleased. Listen to him!”” (Matthew 17:5)

Help the students know that Jesus
taught in a wonderful way, we can
believe and have faith in him.




Thoughts for the Teacher

Today’s cultures are visual cultures; rich in images. It is difficult to communicate with children when
we do not use visual resources. Since children grow up with visual stimuli, they may not understand
the admiration that people felt in Bible times by just listening to Jesus. Use the activities in this lesson
to attract attention, encourage children, and help them experience the teachings of Jesus.
e Prepare in advance the teaching materials for this lesson and have your classroom ready before
the children arrive.
e Remember to welcome visitors and collect their contact information in order to contact them
during the week.

Starting Activity

Before class: Write on 10 cm x 10 cm cards the words: “SON OF GOD” and “MIRACLE.”

On the other sides write the meaning:

*Son of God: a special name for Jesus. When we know Jesus, we know who God is and what He is
like.

*Miracle: an incredible event that shows the power of God. It cannot be explained in any other way.
In class: place the cards in a bag. After having reviewed the meaning of the words several times ask
some volunteers to take out a card and say the meaning of that word.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Say: Let’s do this experiment.

While | read something to you plug your ears, clap your hands, tap, talk, or sing — make noise!

Keep making noise until you see me raise my hands.

Read Matthew 17:5 while the children make noise!

Raise your hands for the children to become silent.

Ask: Who heard what | read? (possibly no one)

Say: Now listen carefully as I reread Matthew 17:5.

Ask: Who can tell me what I just read this time?

Say: Our memory verse this month tells us that God wants us to take time to listen to the teachings of Jesus.
How can we listen? (attend church and Sunday School, read our Bibles, pray and listen to God, listen to our
pastor/teacher’s messages, etc.)

Ask: But what sometimes happens when we should be listening carefully? (loud music, airplanes, trucks, trains,
or people pass by distracting us)

Can you hear what another person is saying if there is a lot of noise? (Allow the children to respond.)

Say: Our story today is about when there was sudden disorder when some people came to listen to Jesus.

Jesus the Best Teacher
Jesus and his disciples were in the city of Capernaum. It was the Sabbath and they had arrived at the synagogue,
as they did every week. When the service began Jesus was ready to teach about God. The people in the
synagogue were used to listening to their regular teachers; sometimes they would feel bored when each week
the teachers of the law explained the Scriptures to them. When Jesus spoke everyone immediately paid close
attention.

“Jesus teaches differently than the other teachers of the law/” mentioned a man to his friend.

“I know. You can tell he knows what he’s talking about,” said another.

“I agree,” said someone else. “He makes you feel that he really knows God.”




Suddenly there was a loud noise in the synagogue. Everyone jumped! (If you have a picture of Jesus in the
synagogue with a group of people, this is the time to show it.) “What was that?” A man entered the synagogue
screaming. “Look at that man, he is controlled by an evil spirit!”
The evil spirit that controlled the man said very angrily, “Ah Jesus of Nazareth! What do you want with us?
Have you come to destroy us? We know who you are: the Holy One of God.”
\Quickly Jesus stopped him. “Be quiet and leave him!”
The unclean spirit shook the man with violence and screaming. The bad spirit came out of the tormented man
and he immediately felt good. The evil spirit was gone and did not control him anymore.
Everyone in the synagogue was amazed. “What just happened?” they were asking each other.

“It’s a new teaching!” some said.

“And with such authority! Jesus gives the order to the evil spirits and they obey him!” commented others.
Jesus and his friends left the synagogue. But the people did not forget him. People told their friends what had
happened that day. The news spread throughout the country.

Bookmark

Before class: write the words of the memory verse (Matthew 17:5) on paper strips, 2 cm x 15 cm.

Cut more strips from heavier cards - 4 cm x 17 cm.

In class: give each child the strips with the memory verse and the cards.

Instruct the children to glue the memory verse on the cards. Hand out small figures or stickers for them to
decorate their bookmarks. They can place their names on the back.

Say: Jesus was an excellent teacher. His teachings and miracles proved that He was the Son of God. Find Mark
1:21-28 and place your bookmarks there in your Bibles. When you get home you can read our story to your
family and friends.

Memorization

Prepare two or three sets of memory verses from Matthew 17:5. Write the memory verse on pieces of cardboard
in the form of clouds. Mix them up on a table, with the words upside down. After repeating the memory verse
several times, encourage the children to put the verse in order. Make it into a competition. The team that learns
the text and puts it in the correct order first can receive a small prize, such as a pencil, stickers or stamps. This
activity can be repeated every Sunday while teaching this unit.

Ask the children to be very quiet for about 2 to 3 min. Pray that we can remember the lesson during the week.
Ask them to tell the Bible story to their parents, siblings, and friends. Pray to dismiss them.

Activity 9

JESUS THE BEST TEACHER

Scripture: Mark 1:21-28

Lesson Objective: Help the students know that Jesus taught in a wonderful way, we can believe and have faith
in him.




Memory Verse: “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said,

"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I’'m well pleased. Listen to him!”” (Matthew 17:5)

“Be quiet!...
Comeoutof
him!”
(Mark 1:25)

b

“I knowwho ¢
this? Anew

teaching—and HolyOneof
with authority!” God!”
(Mark1:27) (Mark 1:24)

The Miracles and Teachings of Jesus

JESUS THE BEST DOCTOR (it 03

Scripture: Luke 7:1-17

Lesson Objective:

Memory Verse:




“While he was still speaking, a bright cloud
covered them, and a voice from the cloud said,
"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I’'m well
pleased. Listen to him!’” (Matthew 17:5)

Help the students know that Jesus was the
Son of God. He healed diseases and raised
the dead; Jesus can also help us today.

Thoughts for the Teacher

For most children the idea that someone can be healed exists only in Bible stories. Unless the children have
experienced the healing of a relative, they may not be able to associate that form of God’s power with their
daily lives. This lesson provides an excellent opportunity for someone you know, or even yourself, to testify
about their healing.
A testimony, combined with Biblical history, will help make the power of Jesus real in the lives of children.
In addition, it will create a bridge between the Bible stories and the truth of the Word of God as a reality in
today’s world. As you talk about the power of Jesus know that some children have serious needs. Some
children will have disabilities that God has not healed. Other children will have sick parents or friends.

e Prepare in advance the teaching materials you will use for this lesson

e Remember to welcome visitors and collect their information to contact them during the week.
Starting Activity
Before class: Cut out large letter “M”’s - about 6 cm. wide for each child.
You will need cardboard or construction paper, scissors, paints, colored pencils, markers, figures, stickers or
stamps, colored paper, etc. to decorate the letter “M”’s.
In class: While the children decorate their letter “M”s, say the “M” is the letter with which the word
“MIRACLE” begins. What is a miracle? (A powerful act that shows the power of God that we cannot explain
that act in any other way). What miracle did we talk about last week? (Jesus cast out an evil spirit from a
man.) Allow time for the children to show their classmates their decorated “M” letters. Once the work is
finished, place the letters “M” on display in a mural on one of the walls of the classroom. You could place
them around the word “MIRACLE” and a picture of Jesus.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Before class: Invite someone to tell your students about how God physically healed him or her; someone who
can speak at the level of the children. Ask your pastor if he/she agrees with this person.

In class: allow the visitor to testify about their healing experience. After the visitor testifies, encourage the
children to ask questions.

Say: Jesus, the Son of God, has great power. He used his power to help people. No matter what we face we
can trust that Jesus will help us because he is the Son of God.

*Lets listen to a story about a man who had so much faith in Jesus and Jesus helped him:

Jesus the Best Doctor

“Your servant is very ill. I do not think he will improve,” the Roman soldier told his commander.

“I know,” the commander replied. “I'm worried. He is a good servant. We have done everything possible to
cure him but his health keeps getting worse.”

The days passed and the servant was still very sick. Finally the commander realized that if he didn’t seek
immediate help, his servant would die. What could he do? Suddenly, he had an idea: “Maybe that Jewish
teacher, Jesus, could help my servant. I've heard wonderful stories about him! And now he has come to our
town.”

Quickly the centurion sent a message to his Jewish friends; they were important leaders. “Please go to where
Jesus is and ask him to heal my servant,” he asked them.

The Jewish leaders were happy to do what the commander asked of them. Generally Jews did not help Roman
soldiers. This soldier was different from the others, so they rushed to look for Jesus.




“Jesus,” they begged. “Please come to the commander’s house to heal his servant. This Roman is a good
man. He loves us Jews; he even built a synagogue for us.”
Quickly Jesus accompanied them. When they came near the commander’s house someone came out to meet
him. “Sir, don’t worry,” he said. “The commander told me to tell you that he isn’t good enough for you to
come to his house. He knows that if You only say a word his servant will be healed.”
Jesus marveled at the Commander’s faith. Jesus turned and looked at the people who were with him, “I tell
you that not even in all of Israel have I found so much faith.” Addressing the centurion’s friends Jesus said to
them, “Return to the commander’s house.” (Pause)
Say: What do you think happened? Let the children guess what happened:
The friends returned to the commander’s house. There they discovered the wonderful truth. The Roman
commander’s servant was completely healthy!
Sometime later Jesus went to the city of Nain. The disciples and a large crowd went with him. Just as He was
entering the city Jesus saw a funeral taking place. A young man had died. His poor mother was taking her son
to be buried. Jesus felt sorry for the poor woman. Her husband had long since died. She only had that one son
who took care of her. Now he was dead. What could this woman do? “Don’t cry,” Jesus said to the widow.
Jesus went to the coffin, touched it, and said, “Young man I tell you, get up!” (Again, pause)
Say: What do you think happened?
Suddenly the boy sat up and started talking. He was alive! Jesus looked at the young man’s mother who was
looking at Him with total wonder. “Here is your son,” Jesus said.
The people were amazed and began to praise God. “A great prophet has risen among us!” they said. “God
has visited his people!”

Look at the Lesson 10 Activity Sheet.

Say: “Jesus heals.”

Give Elastoplast/Band-Aids to the children to use as a reminder that Jesus is the Son of God, that He can work
miracles, and that He shows us His power in every miracle. Ask them to sit in a circle so that each one tells
their need. Have a moment of prayer for those needs.

Memorization

Continue using the same memory verse. Write each word in the form of band aids. Divide the class into two
groups and give each team a set of the words for the Bible verse. The team that first correctly arranges their
words will be the winner. Encourage the losing group to continue practicing to learn the verse.

Ask the children to pray for their family and friends who are sick. Make a list on the board with the names of
the sick people.

Say: Because Jesus is the Son of God we know that He has the power to help us and to heal diseases.

Pray: Jesus heal our sick friends and family. Jesus we also pray that, if it’s not God’s will to heal them, we
will learn to be happy with Your will for our lives. Help the sick to cope with the moments of pain. Give them
strength in the midst of pain. Amen

Activity 10

JESUS THE BEST DOCTOR




Scripture: Luke 7:1-17

Lesson Objective: Help the students know that Jesus was the Son of God. He healed diseases and raised the
dead; Jesus can also help us today.

Memory Verse: “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said,
"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I’'m well pleased. Listen to him!”” (Matthew 17:5)

A DOCTOR USES:

God is the only one who can heal us. Jesus, the
Son of God, did not need tools. He could heal
without medicine because he is the Son of God.

The Miracles and Teachings of Jesus

JESUS THE MOST POWERFUL (it 03
Scripture: Mark 4:35-41




Help the students know that Jesus has “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and
power over the forces of everything else. a voice from the cloud said, *This is my Son, whom | love;
He is with us when we are afraid. with him I’'m well pleased. Listen to him!”” (Matthew 17:5)

Prepare Yourself To Teach

Children have very little control over their lives. Their parents, teachers, and other adults’ direct
children. This can cause fear. Although your children will probably never be in a boat during a storm,
their fears are equally real. It is important that as an adult who represents Jesus for their lives you
recognize that they have such feelings. It is good for children to know that adults are also sometimes
afraid.
In today’s lesson children will learn that there are still strong men who are afraid of storms.
Children understand the fear that comes from strong storms, thunder, and lightning. This is a story
with which they can identify. The foundation of the story is that we can trust God when we are afraid.
Use this lesson to give your students an important tool: TRUST IN GOD. Tell them that Jesus is with
them wherever they are and that He will help and protect them when fear overwhelms them.

e Prepare in advance the teaching materials you will use for this lesson

e Welcome children with affection, ensure that the classroom is clean and tidy before they arrive.

e Remember to welcome visitors and collect their information to contact them during the week.

Starting Activity
Briefly review the two previous lessons and ask your students to give some examples of how faithful
they have been to God during this past week.
The Storm
Place the children in a circle.
Say: let’s make storm noises!
e rain: hit the palms of your hands quickly on your lap
e thunder: hit the ground with the soles of your feet
e wind: blow hard and make noise saying: Wooo! Wooo!
Direct the frequency and loudness of the noises of the storm. Start very smoothly, then stronger, faster,
etc.
Ask: How do you feel when it begins to rain really hard, you hear strong wind, thunder and see
lightning? (Let the children respond.)

Introduction to the Bible Story

Say: In today’s Bible story Jesus was with His disciples when a very strong storm hit them.

Be silent! Be still! This is a fun game:

Say: Stand in a row at the side or at the end of the room. When | cover my eyes move to where I am. When |
say, “Be silent! Be still!” you must stop immediately.

I will open my eyes. If | see anyone moving they will have to return to their starting place. Play this game as
time allows.

Say: “Be silent! Be still!” Let’s see what happened when Jesus said those words:

Jesus the Most Powerful




It was late, calm, and silent! Jesus had taught many people throughout the day and He was very tired. Before
dark Jesus decided to take a break. He told his disciples, “Let’s go to the other side.”

They all climbed into the boat, untied it, and started sailing. Jesus leaned back in the boat and fell asleep. While
they were sailing the wind began to blow. It rocked the boat from one side to the other. It started to rain so hard
they almost couldn’t see anything. A strong storm surrounded them. The disciples trembled with fear. They
were so scared that they did not know what to do. Everyone feared that the boat would sink.

“What will we do now? We will drown!” they shouted.

As they looked around Jesus was still asleep in the back of the boat. The disciples were shocked. How could
Jesus sleep in the middle of this terrible storm?

“Teacher!” exclaimed one of his disciples, “Don’t you worry that we will die?”

Rubbing his eyes Jesus got up and looked around. He saw that the wind was shaking the boat from one side to
the other. The rain hit his face as he watched the dark sky. Jesus turned, looked at the sea, and ordered the wind
to stop blowing. “Be silent! Be still!” was Jesus’ order. The wind stopped. The rain stopped. The storm subsided.
Everything was quiet. The soaked disciples looked surprised

Jesus looked them in their eyes and asked, “Why are you afraid? Don’t you have faith? ”

The disciples were amazed. “Who is this? ” one of them asked. “Even the wind and the sea obey him!”

When We are Afraid
Show the Lesson 11 Activity Page.
Ask: What things make children or adults afraid? What makes you afraid? Be prepared to tell children something
that you fear now or that you were afraid of when you were little.
Say: Draw something that makes you feel afraid.
Ask: What can you do when you are afraid? (Pray, remember that God is with us.) How can Jesus help you
when you are afraid? (By giving us peace of mind, helping us to think about what to do, changing the situation)
Say: Display the children’s drawings. Give your display the title, “JESUS, THE MOST POWERFUL.”
Ask:

e What can you do when you are afraid?

e How can Jesus help you when you are afraid?
All people, both children and adults often feel different kinds of fear. Don’t be ashamed; remember that you are
not the only ones to be afraid.

Memorization

Write the memory verse out. After repeating it as a class several times start with the first word and erase one
word at a time until the children have completely memorized the verse. Ask several of them to write two or
three words of the verse on the board. You can divide the board into several spaces and give the opportunity for
several to come and write parts of the text. Help those who are wrong, or ask whoever already knows the text to
help those who do not yet know it.

Teach the children to pray whenever they are afraid. Always remember that Jesus is the most powerful. Jesus is
always with us, His presence shines in the darkest corners, and He is the answer to fear.

Stand in a circle. Each child prays for the fears of the person on his right continuing on until the whole class has
been prayed for.

Activity 11

JESUS THE MOST POWERFUL




Scripture: Mark 4:35-41

Lesson Objective: Help the students know that Jesus has power over the forces of everything else. He is with
us when we are afraid.

Memory Verse: “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said,
"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I’'m well pleased. Listen to him!”” (Matthew 17:5)

3

Draw something that frightens you. What can you do when you’'re afraid?
can Jesus help you when you are afraid?

The Miracles and Teachings of Jesus
Lesson 1 2 JESUS THE BEST LEADER Ut 03
Scripture: Luke 9:1-16; 10:1-20




Help the students know that Jesus asked “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and
and enabled his followers to help Him. a voice from the cloud said, This is my Son, whom I love;
He will help us accomplish the work. with him I’m well pleased. Listen to him!”” (Matthew 17:5)

Thoughts for the Teacher

Children have little opportunity to participate in the work of the church. Our actions frequently reinforce
the idea that children are “the church of tomorrow,” instead of making them part of the church today.
This lesson shows children how Jesus wants to involve everyone in His work. Take time to think about
what activities your students can help you with in and out of class. Encourage them to make service their
lifestyle.

Receive your students with affection; ensure that the classroom is clean and tidy.

Review briefly the three previous lessons, ask your students to give some examples of how faithful they
have been to God during this month that’s about to end.

Starting Activity

Before Class: Ask your children to help you prepare the class. Choose tasks they can do (distribute
activity sheets, prepare the classroom, welcome their classmates, etc.). Write each task on a card. For
more difficult tasks, write the same task on several cards. Place the cards with the written part face down
on the table.

In Class: Invite children to look at the cards then choose a task to perform voluntarily. Encourage them
while doing their jobs. If necessary, help them. Congratulate them for their effort. (It would be good to
do this activity in each class.) Say: You were very good helpers today. Jesus is happy when we help.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Before Class: ask your pastor if your students can help in the main service. If they can, organize with the pastor
that the children greet the people, distribute bulletins, or participate by collecting the offering.

Say: Today we are going to help in the service. Explain what they will do. Comment on the responsibilities each
one will have. Say: Jesus has chosen us to do his work. Today we are going to help Jesus by doing his work by:
(describe the tasks children will perform during the service).

*Let’s see how Jesus chose his helpers.

Jesus the Best Leader

“Go, preach and heal!” Many people knew about Jesus. People saw Him when he came to their town. Many
heard about the incredible miracles He performed. Jesus knew that many could know God if His disciples went
and spoke to people. One day Jesus called His disciples. “I have an important job for you,” he told them. “I'm
giving you permission and power to go to the cities where | send you. Preach about the Kingdom of God; heal
the sick, cast out demons. Take nothing with you,” he added. “Don’t take food, money or clothes. When you
arrive in a town, stay with people who offer you their houses until you leave the city.” Jesus knew that not all
people would receive the disciples. “If they don 't receive you, then shake the dust from your feet and leave,” he
told them.

The 12 obedient disciples went from city to city preaching and healing people. Jesus sent more people to do His
work. He called 70, who were His followers, and He also sent them to preach and heal.




“Go, I send you as lambs in the midst of wolves,” said Jesus to the 70 (Luke 10:3). “Don 't carry anything. Just
go, preach, and heal. I will be with you.” His followers went. They preached to the people about God. Every
place they went many sick people were healed. “This is wonderful, ” the disciples said. “Jesus has chosen us to
do his work.”

The disciples returned to Jesus. They were excited and grateful that He included them in His work. “Here is
something more to be happy about” said Jesus. “Rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

Say: We can also help Jesus do His work. Go and talk to others about the love of God. Where are places that
you can go and talk about Jesus to others? What can you tell others about Jesus?

What are some ways that you can share God’s love with a person who is sick or hurt?

Say: We are Jesus’ helpers. We can trust that He will help us tell others about His love and power.

Preparing to Travel

Before class: On thin cardboard or heavy paper write: “What do we need for the trip?”

In the center paste or draw a suitcase or travel bag.

Ask: What things are necessary to take on a three-day trip? Give them blank sheets of paper to draw/color all
the items they think are necessary for the trip. Ask them to tape or glue their drawings around the suitcase.
Ask: Is each item really necessary for the trip? If we had made this trip in Jesus’ time, would He have told us
to leave those things or could we take them? Look at Activity Page 12 from the student book and guide them to
complete what is missing.

Memorization

Write the memory verse out. Teach the children the passage, word by word. Have them repeat it several times
until they learn it. Start deleting a word and have them repeat the whole verse. Then erase another and so on
until they say it by heart. Every time you delete a word, encourage them by making comments like: I’m not sure
you can say it, it’s very difficult, etc. (to challenge them). Celebrate when they say it well. In the end, when
there isn’t anything written on the board, have them repeat it one more time with all their strength.

Say: What a beautiful story we learned today! How good it is to know that Jesus wants us to help Him! We have
to put all our effort into doing His work as well as possible. Who is willing to do what Jesus asks?

Pray: Thank you Lord, because we can work together in your work. Help us to trust that You will enable us to
do it. We want to be excellent helpers! Amen

Activity 12
JESUS THE BEST LEADER




Scripture: Luke 9:1-16; 10:1-20

Lesson Objective: Help the students know that Jesus asked and enabled his followers to help Him. He will
help us accomplish the work.

Memory Verse: “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said,
"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I’'m well pleased. Listen to him!”” (Matthew 17:5)

He chose us to help do His work:

*..anda vﬁiﬁe from the cloud said,
‘This is my Son, whom I love; with
him I am well pleased. Listen to

him!’” (Matthew 17:5)

Wecanprayfor
peoplewho are
sick.

INTRODUCTION - UNIT 4
The Plan Of Salvation




Biblical References: Luke 22:47-53; 63-71; Luke 23; 24:1-12, 36-53; Mark 16:15-16, 19-20
Unit Memory Verse: “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.” (Acts 2:32)

Unit Objectives:

This unit will help children to:
e know that Christ paid the punishment for our sins by dying on the cross
e understand how Jesus rose from the dead

e accept with faith and gratitude that Jesus is our Savior

Unit Lessons:

Lesson 13: Jesus Died for Us

Lesson 14: Jesus was Resurrected

Lesson 15: Jesus is our Savior
Children cannot understand or even imagine a person dying on a cross; it is not a custom of the world we live
in. As you show pictures of Jesus’ death on the cross, explain that Jesus died this way to pay the punishment for
all of our sins, and thus the Old Testament prophecies of Jesus’ death on a cross were fulfilled.
Jesus’ death, which occurred more than 2,000 years ago, enabled all of us believers to go to heaven. Heaven is
a holy place, without any sin. All of us humans have sinned and so, as we are without Christ, we cannot be
allowed into God’s holy heaven.
Those sins can be wiped away — as if they never happened, if a punishment is paid for the sins that we’ve
committed. Jesus loves us so. He did not want us to receive the punishment our sin deserved so Jesus took our
punishment Himself; He died on the cross.
All we have to do is thank Jesus and give our lives to Him. Tell Jesus we are truly sorry for our sins and that
we do not want to do them anymore. Tell Jesus that we want to live with Him, here on this earth, and in heaven
forever!

This is how Jesus saved us from our sins. This is why we call Jesus our Savior.

— 13

Plan of Salvation

JESUS DIED FOR US
Scripture: Luke 22:47-53, 63-71; Luke 23




Help the students to know why Jesus came into “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we
the world. He died on the cross for our sins. are all witnesses of it.” (Acts 2:32).

Thoughts for the Teacher

Some children might not feel loved by the adults around them. May they understand that Jesus loved
them so much that He died on the cross for their sins. Soak the children in the truth of God’s love. Ask
God to help you communicate His unconditional love to each child. This lesson will give you the
opportunity to help children understand more clearly that God is love. Pray that children will respond
to the one who loves them more; JESUS.

Starting Activity: (S-E-A-R-C-H Bible words)

Before Class: Write out the letters S-E-A-R-C-H.

Say: | am going to give you clues about some words that are in the Bible and the letter the answer
starts with. Can you guess?

For example:

S - Disobedience to God (SIN)

E - For whose sins did Jesus die? (EVERYONE’S)

A - Who can be saved? (ALL)

R - When someone is raised from the dead (RESURRECTED)

C - Jesus was on the cross (CRUCIFIED)

H - If we ask Jesus to forgive us, we will someday go there (HEAVEN)

Ask: How many new words did you learn in this game? Had you heard those words before? What do
they mean? Our Bible story today is about those words.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Jesus Died For Us

Men armed with clubs and swords appeared out of nowhere. Leading was Judas, one of Jesus’ disciples. Judas
quickly approached Jesus and gave him the usual, friendly, respectful greeting: a kiss on the cheek.

Sadly, Jesus looked at his disciple, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”

Suddenly Peter took his sword and cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant.

“Enough!” Jesus picked the man’s ear from the ground and healed him.

Jesus turned to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion that you have come with swords and clubs. Every day |
was with you in the temple courts and you did not lay a hand on me.”

“Let’s go!” yelled the temple guards. Violently, they took Jesus away. The disciples fled for their lives.

That night the temple guards beat Jesus with a sharp metal whip. They blindfolded, laughed, insulted, and said
to Jesus, “Hey, prophet! Tell us who hit you.”

They took Jesus before Pilate and began to accuse him of all crimes. “He is causing problems in our country,”
they said. “... He forbids paying honor to Caesar, saying that He is Christ, the King.”

Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

“You say it,” Jesus replied.

Pilate asked him other questions and then turned to the angry crowd, “This man has not done anything wrong.
I will send Jesus to Herod. He rules in the birthplace of Jesus. Let him decide what to do with Jesus.”

Jesus was taken to King Herod. “Do some miracles,” Herod told Jesus. Jesus did not say a word. Making fun
of Jesus Herod dressed him in splendid clothes and sent Jesus back to Pilate.

Pilate told the religious leaders, “This man is not worthy of death so I’ll let him go after punishing him.” Each
year Pilot released a criminal; he hoped Jesus could be that criminal.




But the angry crowd shouted, “Release Barabbas to us!” (Barabbas was a bad man who was in prison for
causing riots.) Pilate spoke to them again wanting to release Jesus; but they shouted louder saying, “Crucify
him! Crucify him!”

“OK!” said Pilate. “You can have Jesus. I will have him beaten and then you can do whatever you want with
him. I'm going to set Barabbas free as you requested.”

The soldiers took Jesus, put a heavy wooden cross on his back, and took Him to the place where the criminals
were crucified. Jesus was so weak and wounded he could not carry his cross. “Hey you!” the soldiers called to
a man standing nearby. “Carry that cross to Golgotha.”

Finally they came to the crucifixion mountain. The soldiers nailed Jesus’ hands and feet to the cross then hung
a sign that said: “THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS”. Two robbers were crucified at the same time; one on
each side of Jesus. Jesus looked at the crowd, the religious leaders, the soldiers, the people, and prayed saying,
“Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.”

One of the robbers made fun of Jesus saying, “Save yourself and us.”

The other robber said, “Don’t you fear God, since you are going to die? We are suffering because we are
receiving what our bad deeds deserve; this man did nothing bad. Remember me when you come into your
Kingdom.”

With love Jesus replied, “Truly, I tell you that today you will be with me in paradise.” At about 3 o’clock in the
afternoon Jesus cried out with a loud voice saying, “Father, into your hands I entrust my spirit.”” Then he died.
“This man was truly righteous,” said the Roman soldiers with great surprise.

Joseph of Arimathea went to Pilot “Please let me take Jesus’ body I want to bury him.”

“Take him,” Pilate answered.

Joseph lowered Jesus’ body from the cross and took Him to a grave in a garden. Filled with pain, Joseph went
home to prepare good smelling perfumes to put on the body. His friend was dead! It was the saddest day in
history!

Activity
Look at the Lesson 13 Activity Page. Write down the ABC steps a person must take to accept forgiveness for
their sins: 1) Admit that we are sinners 2) Believe in faith that Jesus died for our sins 3) Claim Jesus as savior,

and tell others that Jesus forgives sins.

Memorization

“God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. ” (Acts 2:32)

Write the memory verse in large print on a piece of paper. Cut out each word so that they are all separated, like pieces of
a puzzle to put together. Read the memory verse several times. Mix the word pieces up. Allow each child to take a word.
Ask: Who has the piece with the word, “Jesus”? Let that child say the verse and put their word on the table.

Ask: Who has the piece with the word “witnesses”? Let that child also say the verse and put their word on the table.
Continuing on each child should place their piece on the table in the correct place until the verse is assembled.

Perhaps some of us are sorry for having disobeyed God and wish to ask Jesus today to be our Savior? Bow your
heads.

Sing ‘I surrender all.’

Say: If you want to receive Jesus as your Savior raise your hand.

If anyone raises their hand ask one of your assistants to take care of the other children. Speak and pray with
those who responded. Allow God to guide you in this task. Encourage the children to tell the Bible story to their
family.

Activity 13

JESUS DIED FOR US




Scriptures: Luke 22:47-53, 63-71; Luke 23

Lesson Objective: Help the students to know why Jesus came into the world. He died on the cross for our
sins.

Memory Verse: “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.” (Acts 2:32).

Jesus died on the cross for
all people. He died for you. Have you
asked Jesus to forgive your sins and be your
Savior? This is how you do it:

ADMIT BELIEVE CLAIM

Jesusasyour Savior. Tellotherswhat God
has done foryou. Love God and follow Jesus.

ceeeneeeeeATobhn 1:12: Romans__ 10:13)
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JESUS WAS RESURRECTED! Uit 04

Scripture: Luke 24:1-12




Help the students to know that Jesus died, “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all
He was buried and God resurrected Him. witnesses of it.” (Acts 2:32).

We celebrate Him on Easter.

Thoughts for the Teacher

What comes in the minds and thoughts of your children during Easter? How real and exciting can we
make the resurrection for children who have their minds fixed on celebrations? We do not have a good
answer. Children do not show us immediately when a spiritual truth comes to them. Many times
teachers do not understand the signals they send us.

As teachers we are not responsible for convincing children of the Biblical truths; that’s the task of the
Holy Spirit. Our goal is to present the truth faithfully and in the best possible way, then trust that the
Spirit will help them apply it.

You “teach” your students by reflecting with your life what you say with your words. In the same way
that you talk about the resurrection, you will communicate the reality of this fact to them. Whether or
not you receive any indication from the children, teach this lesson with confidence. In His time God
will make truth of the resurrection real for the children.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Jesus Was Resurrected!

“I cannot believe it!” Mary Magdalene said to her friends. “It’s like a nightmare.”

“I know,” said another. “Why did they kill Jesus in such a horrible way?”

It was Sunday morning. Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and other women who loved Jesus walked
towards the grave. They wanted to finalize all the special details that people performed for a loved one who had
died. The women carried jars with spices and rich perfumes. They would place the perfumes in the folds of the
sheet that covered Jesus’ body. While the women walked, they talked. “How will we enter Jesus’ tomb?”” asked
one of them.

“That’s a good question!” replied another.

“They are right!” said a third. “The leaders of the temple placed a huge rock at the entrance to the tomb and
sealed it. And now they have soldiers guarding it. Maybe those same soldiers will help us remove the stone.”
“Look!” cried one of the women. “The stone has been removed. The tomb is open!” Quickly, the women entered
the tomb. Jesus’ body wasn’t there!

“Where is Jesus’ body?” they asked each other. “What happened? Who could have taken it?”” At that moment,
the women saw two men standing next to them. But these were not ordinary men. Their clothes shone like
lightning. They were angels.

The women fell on their knees, very frightened.

“Why do they search for the living among the dead?” asked the angels. “He isn’t here, he has risen. Don’t you
remember what Jesus said before he died? He told you that He would be crucified by His enemies, but that on
the third day He would be resurrected.”

As the angel spoke the women began to remember Jesus’ words. With enthusiasm, they ran to where Jesus’
disciples were. “The stone has been removed, the tomb of Jesus is empty!” they said excitedly. “Two angels
told us that Jesus lives, just as he had told us before!

“That makes no sense!” the disciples said. They had seen Jesus die painfully on the cross. They had seen Joseph
of Arimathea place Jesus’ body in the tomb. They did not remember the words of Jesus about His resurrection.
They did not believe the women.




Peter wanted to see for himself. He ran to the grave. He bent down, looked at the open tomb, and saw the empty
sheet that had been used to wrap Jesus’ body. Peter left that place and returned to where the disciples were.
“What happened?” he asked himself. “Could it be possible that Jesus is alive?”

Ask: What miracle did God do on Easter morning? (He made Jesus live again.) Who believed the Good News
that Jesus was alive? (At first no one believed, later the women believed.) Why do you think the story of the
resurrection is the most important thing for Christianity?

Say: Today’s story is the best story in the entire Bible. Christianity is the only religion in which its leader, Jesus,
rose from the dead and today lives in heaven. Since Jesus was resurrected we Christians know that the power of
God is superior to anything else. Christians know that when we die we will live again and we will be with God
and Jesus in heaven. This is the Good News of the resurrection!

We Remember the Empty Tomb (drama)

Actors: the 3 women, Peter, three or four soldiers, two angels, several disciples.

Prepare in advance a short dialogue between all the characters to dramatize the resurrection day. Use your
creativity to devise the tomb with the stone removed.

Convince Peter

Say: Let’s pretend that we meet Peter when he comes back from the empty tomb. Peter is very confused by what
he has seen. What would we say to Peter to help him know and believe in the wonderful news that Jesus lives?
How can we convince him?

Choose a child to play the role of Peter and the rest of the class, with enthusiasm, give him the good news and
try to convince him that it’s true. Peter will complain and say that what they tell him is a lie.

In the end a child may appear who plays Jesus, all dressed in white, who greets Peter and all those who are
gathered.

Memorization

“God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. ” (Acts 2:32)
Write the memory verse out with the words mixed up. For example: “God, we are witnesses, Jesus ...” Then let
the children go one by one to write on the board the verse with the words in the correct order.

Make sure children understand the true meaning of the resurrection. Give thanks to God for Jesus’ resurrection.
Teach them this dialogue as an Easter or Resurrection greeting:

Teacher: The Lord has risen!

Children: He has risen indeed!

Have each child say goodbye to each other with the same greeting.

Activity 14




JESUS WAS RESURRECTED!

Scripture: Luke 24:1-12
Lesson Objective: Help the students to know that Jesus died, He was buried and God resurrected Him. We

celebrate Him on Easter
Memory Verse: “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.”” (Acts 2:32).




Plan of Salvation

JESUS IS ALIVE!

Scripture: Luke 24:36-53

Help the students to know that the disciples “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all
of Jesus saw him return to heaven after God witnesses of it.” (Acts 2:32).
raised Him from the dead.

Thoughts for the Teacher

e Prepare in advance any teaching materials you will use for this lesson.
e Remember to record attendance, take offering, welcome visitors and collect their family
information to contact them during the week

Introduction to the Bible Story

The disciples gathered together in a room. The gospel of John tells us that they were in a place with the doors
locked (John 20:19)
Where is Jesus?

The Bible Story

Jesus is alive!

Suddenly two of Jesus’ followers from Emmaus ran into the room and exclaimed, “Jesus lives! He walked
with us all the way to Emmaus, but we didn’t know who He was. We invited Him to eat dinner with us. We
asked Him to pray and when He started to pray, we finally recognized him. Jesus lives!!”

Some of the disciples in the room responded, “That cannot be true. Jesus died. We saw Him die with our own
eyes. People do not come back to life after being dead for three days!” others argued.

“But it is true,” the two men insisted.

While they were talking Jesus appeared in the room. “Peace to you,” he said.

“It’s a spirit!” someone said. Everyone trembled with fear.

“Why are you troubled and why do doubts come to your minds?” Jesus asked. “Look at my hands and my feet.
I am myself; touch me and see.”

Now the disciples had to believe the Good News. He was not a ghost. It was Jesus and He really was alive!

One day Jesus led them all to a special place on the Mount of Olives. Raising His hands Jesus asked for the
blessing of the Father. While He was talking Jesus began to ascend (go up) into heaven. In a few moments He
disappeared. The disciples never saw Jesus again on this earth.

Were they sad? Maybe a little; in the same way that happens to us when someone we love leaves. But the
disciples were also full of joy. Jesus lives!

Soon Jesus would send the Holy Spirit to be with them all the time. What was more important was that the
disciples had a job to do. The disciples were to tell everyone that Jesus was alive and that He would forgive all
their sins if they asked Him.




Divide the children into two teams; Team A and Team B

From Luke 24:1-12 ask them the following questions in alternating order:

A - What filled the disciples minds when they heard that Jesus had risen from the dead? (fear, shock)
B - Were the disciples sad because Jesus had died? (yes)

A - Were the disciples sad because the body of Jesus had been stolen? (yes)

B - Is it true that the women believed Jesus had risen from the dead but the disciples did not. (yes)
A - Is it false that no one believed that Jesus had risen. (yes)

B - How many women went to the tomb? (we do not know)

A - Was there a large stone covering the entrance of the tomb? (yes)

B - How many men were there in shining clothes? (two)

A - Did the women go to the grave at 3 o’clock in the afternoon? (no, very early in the morning)
B - Later on, who ran to the tomb to look? (Peter)

The team that answers the most questions is the winning team.

Memorization

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. (Acts 2:32)

Write the above verse on some small cut out cards; each word on its own card. Mix the cards up and
distribute one per child to 14 children (including the reference).

On your mark, set, GO! See how fast the children can correctly arrange themselves.

Pray with the children to trust and believe that Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus is ALIVE! Pray for any sick
people or anyone having any issues at home. Pray for one another. Encourage the children to tell today’s
Bible story to their parents, brothers/sisters, and friends.




Activity 15

JESUS IS ALIVE!

Scripture: Luke 24:36-53

Lesson Objective: Help the students to know that the disciples of Jesus saw him return to heaven after God
raised Him from the dead.

Memory Verse: “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.”” (Acts 2:32).

Photocopy this page. Cut out the above picture of the resurrected Jesus.
Glue His picture to be standing in front of the disciples below.

this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.”
[Acts 2:32) |

Display this picture for all to see.




INTRODUCTION - UNIT 5

THE TEN MOST IMPORTANT RULES

Biblical References: Exodus 19:1-20, 21, 24:12-18, 32:1-33:6, 34:1-14; 1 Samuel 17:12-20, 22:1-4, 24;
Matthew 5:21-22, 43-45; 1 Kings 21:1-29; 2 Kings 5:13-27.

Unit Memory Verse:
Obey the Lord your God and follow His commands and decrees that | give you today. (Deuteronomy 27:10)

Unit Objectives
This unit will help children to
e know the rules that God left us so that we can live wisely
e take care of their thoughts
e respect and love their parents
e know that lying brings bad consequences

e understand that God must always be in the first place of our lives

Unit Lessons
Lesson 16: Rules for Living Wisely
Lesson 17: God Must Be in the First Place
Lesson 18: Honoring Our Parents
Lesson 19: Take Care of your Thoughts
Lesson 20: Stealing and Lying Bring Bad Consequences
Lesson 21: Greed is Dangerous

Even young children need to grasp that the Bible is a book to live by. It is not just a story that speaks of a God
who lived thousands of years ago and only left a large, difficult book to understand.

Help children see that the 10 Commandments are not rules to limit our freedom and even our happiness. God’s
rules are to help us avoid suffering and to help us live in peace and harmony.

The price that those who violate God’s commandments must pay is eternal separation from God.




The ten most important rules
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Scripture: Exodus 20:1-17

Help the students to realize the importance “Obey the Lord your God and follow his
of obeying God’s 10 Commandments. commands and decrees that | give you today. ”

(Deuteronomy 27:10)
Thoughts for the Teacher

e Prepare in advance the teaching materials you will use for this lesson and try to have your
classroom ready before your students arrive.
e Remember to welcome visitors collect their information to contact them during the week.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Parents have established rules to be obeyed. With these rules we will live more securely and learn more about
life. God has 10 special rules that He expects us to obey because they help us know how He wants His people
to live. Today’s Bible story is about these 10 important rules - The Ten Commandments.

The Ten Commandments of the Lord (Exodus 20:1-17)

The Israelites saw the mountain in front of them; it was huge! They had traveled three full months to get to it.
“Camp here,” said Moses. “We’re staying for a while.”

While the people camped at the foot of the mountain, Moses spoke with God on the mountain. God reminded
the people of how He led them all through. Moses returned to the camp and told them what God had told him.
The people responded, “We will do everything Jehovah has told us.”

Moses went back to the mountain and said to God, “The people have promised to obey.”

God said, “Tell them to prepare themselves. Today and tomorrow they are to bathe and wash their clothes. On
the third day | will come and talk to you. The people will hear me and then they will know that they can trust
you as their leader because | chose you. Make sure they stay away from the mountain because it is holy. They
cannot touch it.”

Moses and the people obeyed God and prepared themselves. On the third day, there was thunder & lightning on
the mountain. There was a thick cloud, smoke, fire, and loud noises. God was there and the people were afraid!
Everyone in the camp shuddered. Moses took the people out of the camp to meet with God and they stopped at
the bottom of the mountain. Moses climbed the mountain to meet with God. While the people waited God spoke
to Moses.

God gave Moses 10 very important rules for them to fulfill. We call these rules The Ten Commandments through
which God would show His people how they should live.

The first four commandments showed the people how to honor and respect God:

“You must not have others gods in front of me.” God’s people could not love or worship anyone but Him, the
only true God. They were to put God first.

“Y ou must not make or worship any image.” God told his people never to make pictures or sculptures (idols) to
worship.

“Y ou must not misuse the name of the Lord your God.” God’s people were to use his name only in a way that
showed love and respect for Him.




“Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.” The Sabbath is the special day of the Lord. The people had to
put God first, using that day to worship and rest.

The following six commandments taught them how to treat other people:

“Honor your father and your mother.” God wanted his people to respect and obey their parents.

“You must not kill other people.”

“You must not commit adultery.” God’s people must keep their marriage promises. Therefore, a woman who
was married should not have a relationship with another man. In the same way, no married man should have a
relationship with another woman who was not his wife.

“You must not steal.”

“You must not tell lies about others.”

“You must not covet.” God did not want His people to want the things that belonged to other people.

The Ten Commandments would help the Israelites live as God’s special people. These are 10 good ways to love
and obey God.

What are the rules for?

Ask the children to join you in sitting or standing in a circle.

Pass a small smooth stone from one person to another. When you say “The Ten Commandments”, the child who
has the stone in his or her hand will stop passing it and tell about a rule at his/her house.

Ask: Why do you think your dad (or mom, or your parents, as the case may be) made that rule?

Continue with the game allowing each child to take a turn holding the stone and talking about a rule in their own
home.

Memorization

“Obey the Lord your God and follow his commands and decrees that I give you today.” (Deuteronomy
27:10)

Have children hold up pieces of paper that have words containing the memory verse on them. Raise up the
papers so that everyone can see them. Repeat until everyone can say the memory verse without looking.

Pray for the children to obey the 10 Commandments; especially those they struggle with.




Activity 16

RULES FOR LIVING WISELY
Scripture: Exodus 20:1-17
Lesson Objective: Help the students to realize the importance of obeying God’s 10 Commandments.

Memory Verse: “Obey the Lord your God and follow his commands and decrees that | give you today. ”
(Deuteronomy 27:10)

| — Put God First

Il — Love Only God
Il — Don’t Misuse the Name of God
IV — Keep the Sabbath Day Holy
V — Honor Your Parents
VI — Do Not Kill
VIl — Do Not Commit Adultery
VIl — Do Not Steal
IX — Do Not Lie
X — Do Not Want What is Not Yours




The ten most important rules
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Scripture: Exodus 20:1-6

Help the students to know if there are things “Obey the Lord your God and follow his
in our lives that matter more than God? God commands and decrees that | give you today. ”
must be in the first place! (Deuteronomy 27:10)

Thoughts for the Teacher

e Prepare in advance the teaching materials you will use for this lesson and try to have your
classroom ready before your students arrive.
e Remember to welcome visitors and collect their information to contact them during the week

Introduction to the Bible Story

Exodus 20:1-6 - Will you choose God or a golden calf?

“We will do all the things the Lord has commanded us. We will obey Him.” was the promise the people made
to God after He spoke to them through Moses. They quickly forgot this promise.

God told Moses, “Go to the mountain and meet me there. | will give you stone tablets with my laws written on
them.” God was giving the people the Ten Commandments because He loved them. He knew that if they obeyed
His laws, they would be holy, they would have joy, and they would honor God with their behavior.

Moses spoke to the leaders of the people, “In my absence my brother Aaron and his assistant will be in charge
of everything. If you have a problem, take it to them.”

Moses climbed to the top of the mountain to meet God and remained there forty days and forty nights. God gave
Moses the stone tablets on which were written the Ten Commandments. God also gave him other important
instructions.

In the camp, at first everything seemed fine. People started to worry after a while. When they looked towards
the mountain all they saw was smoke and fire. Finally, the people approached Aaron and said, “Please make us
gods that will be with us and guide us. Moses took us out of Egypt but now we do not know what happened to
him.”

Aaron got tired of so much whining & so many complaints. His task was to teach the people to worship the only
true God, & only Him. Now he did not have the courage to obey. “Bring me your golden earrings,” he said to
the Israelites.

Aaron melted their gold and made it in the shape of a beautiful calf, “Israel, here is your god who took you out
of Egypt.”

The Israelites liked the gleaming golden calf. Looking at it they felt as if God Himself was there with them and
not far away on the top of a mountain. Aaron also built an altar for the golden calf.

Aaron told them, “Tomorrow we will have a great celebration and we will worship God.”

The next day the town burned offerings in honor of the golden calf. They worshiped it as if it was God and they
began to celebrate. They ate, they drank, they danced and they sang. They forgot to obey the Lord and began to
disobey. God knew what they were doing. He was very angry! God loved the people very much but they were
ruining all the good plans he had for them.

God spoke to Moses, “These people are stubborn and disobey me. I am going to destroy them completely.”




“No my God, please do not do that!” Moses begged. “You took these people out of Egypt and if you destroy
them now the Egyptians will say that you are a wicked god. Please forgive the people.”

God answered him, “Okay, I will not completely destroy them.”

Moses hurried down from the mountain. By this time Moses could already hear some chaos. He saw the golden
calf that the people worshiped and was filled with anger. Moses threw the tablets down and the golden calf into
the fire. “Whoever is on God’s side, join me over here now!” Moses cried.

Some of the people came to stand close to him.

The next day Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great sin but I will now go up the mountain to
where God is. Maybe I will be able to convince Him to forgive your evil.”

People regretted what they had done; they all cried, took off their nice clothes and jewelry to show how badly
they felt. God forgave the people although he also had to punish them for their sin. God told Moses to return to
the mountain and God Himself wrote the Ten Commandments in two other tablets. God did something
wonderful: God came close enough to Moses so that he could see God, even just a little bit.

“I am Jehovah,” God said to Moses. “I am a merciful and holy God, slow to anger and great in mercy and truth
... who forgives sin.”

God made Moses a promise: “I will do wonders that have not been done in all the earth, but you and the people
must obey me. You must not bow to any other god but Me alone!

Activity
Prepare two sets of cards with one word on each card:
e one set of the memory verse

e one set of commandments 1 and 2

Form two teams. Distribute a set of cards to each group.

Helping each other, the teams will assemble the Bible verse or commandments by placing each word in its
corresponding place. The group that finishes first wins.

Turn the cards upside down on the table, repeat the memory verse and the commandments as a group.

The groups can exchange cards so that all the children learn the verse and the two commandments.

Memorization

“Obey the Lord your God and follow his commands and decrees that I give you today.”
(Deuteronomy 27:10)
Have the children write this verse on a piece of paper. Pin the papers on the wall for everyone to see.

Pray with the children, asking God to help them obey Him during the week, giving Him first place in all their
activities and in every place.




Activity 17

GOD MUST BE IN THE FIRST PLACE

Scripture: Exodus 20:1-6

Lesson Objective: Help the students to know if there are things in our lives that matter more than God? God must

be in the first place!

Memory Verse: “Obey the Lord your God and follow his commands and decrees that | give you today. ”

(Deuteronomy 27:10)

10WaystoPutGod First:
1

Talk to God'every day.
Ask Jesus to bze your Savior,
Tell God thats;ou love him.
Obey the 10 Comma:;lments and do other |
thingsthatyou knov;' Godwantsyoutodo.!

Praise God wherever you are.

6
Give your offerings to God.

[
Show love to other people.
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Be willing to do what God asks of you, :
evenifit seems difficult to do. :
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TalktoyourfriendsaboutGodand |
the church. :
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10 Ways to Put
God First:
1
Talk to God every day.
2
Ask Jesus o be your
Sawiar.

3
Tell God that you lowve him.
4
Obey the 10
Commandments and do
ather things that you kmow
Godwants you todo.
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Praise God wherewer you

are.

B

Give your offerings o God.
T

Show love to other people.
B

Leam what the Bible says.
9

Bewillingtodowhat
God asks of you, even if it
seems difficult o do.
10
Talk toyourfriends abowst
God andthe church. |

Use colored pencils to write the above sentences on both sides of a heavy paper. Decorate it your best way and use it as
a bookmarker in your Bible. Carry it with you next Sunday to church.




The ten most important rules

HONORING OUR PARENTS

Scripture: Exodus 20:12; 1 Samuel 17:12-20, 22:1-4

Help the students to be inspired by David’s example of “QObey the Lord your God and follow his
obedience to his parents, to be willing to honor their commands and decrees that | give you
parents, treating them as God commanded. today.” (Deuteronomy 27:10)

Thoughts for the Teacher

The word “honor” involves valuing, respecting, listening to, being interested in, and obeying our
parents. Show children the meaning of honor and respect by setting an example from your own life.
Tell them about the training you received from your parents and explain how you honor them.
Children will learn not only from your words but also through your example.

There are children whose parents might not seem to deserve to be honored. Some of your children
might even have been victims of abuse by their parents. Pray especially for those children. If you
suspect they are suffering abuse, talk to your pastor.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Prepare in advance the teaching materials you will use for this lesson and try to have your classroom ready
before your students arrive.
Remember to welcome visitors and collect their information to contact them during the week

Obedience 1 Samuel 17: 12-20

David’s three brothers were soldiers in King Saul’s army fighting against the Philistine army. The Philistines
were strong, bad enemies; things were not going well for Saul’s army. The enemy had a soldier that was a giant
named Goliath. No one dared to challenge Goliath. For 40 days the two armies remained where they were and
did not even fight. In those days there was no radio or television for people to find out what was happening in
the war. The only way to know if the soldiers were okay was to go to where the army was and to see them.
Frequently the army leaders did not have enough food to give to the soldiers, so their families had to bring them
food.

David, Jesse’s youngest son, was a shepherd for his father’s flock of sheep near Bethlehem. Jesse sent for David
to come to him. When David arrived his father told him, “Go and take your brothers this roasted grain and these
ten loaves of bread. Take them to the camp right away. Take these ten pieces of cheese to the commander of
their unit. See if your brothers are well and bring back word from them.”

“Yes, father,” David answered. “I’ll go early in the morning.” The next day David obeyed everything his father
had told him to do. He looked for someone to take his place to watch the flock while he was gone. Then he took
the food and went to Saul’s army camp. When David found his brothers he gave them the food and asked them
how things were going. It was during this visit that David killed Goliath. Afterwards David returned home with
the good news for his father.

Many years passed by and David grew up. During all that time David obeyed God and his parents. God was
very pleased with David.




Make 2 sets of 10 cards. Write on each of them one of the 10 Commandments. Mix up each set of cards & place
them face down.
Divide the students into two teams & give each team their own set of 10 Commandment cards. Have a race to
see which team can:

e put their cards in the correct order (according to Exodus 20)

e put their cards in ABC order

Memorization

Obey the Lord your God and follow his commands and decrees that | give you today. (Deuteronomy 27:10).
Write out the memory verse, but leave blank spaces for some of the words.

Have the children fill in the blanks as they read out loud the verse.

Repeat the verse with them until they can say it out loud without help

Closing
Gather the children together to pray.
It’s not always easy to honor and obey parents, but God can always help us. If you find it hard to do so, tell God
and ask Him for help. If you have decided to honor your parents more, ask the Lord to help you fulfill your
promise. It is beautiful to honor our parents!




Activity 18

HONORING OUR PARENTS

Scriptures: Exodus 20:12; 1 Samuel 17:12-20, 22:1-4

Lesson Objective: Help the students to be inspired by David’s example of obedience to his parents, to be willing

to honor their parents, treating them as God commanded.

Memory Verse: “Obey the Lord your God and follow his commands and decrees that | give you today. ”

(Deuteronomy 27:10)

Draw a picture of your family. Stick it on the empty photo frame above.

An example is below.
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The ten most important rules
TAKE CARE OF YOUR THOUGHTS b{mf 05

Scripture: Exodus 20:13; 1 Samuel 24; Matthew 5:21-22, 43-45

Help the students to understand how “Obey the Lord your God and follow his
important it is to forgive. commands and decrees that | give you today. ”

(Deuteronomy 27:10)

Thoughts for the Teacher

Children need help knowing how they should handle strong emotions such as anger. The violence
children are exposed to on the media can make them insensitive. Our loving God commands us to
respect the lives of our fellow human beings; “Thou Shall Not Kill.” We should even seek the good of
our enemies. As our world becomes increasingly violent this is not an easy thing to teach children.
May we choose God’s path of love toward those who have wronged us.

Introduction to the Bible Story

Prepare in advance the teaching materials you will use for this lesson. Welcome visitors and collect their
information to contact them during the week.

Take Care of Your Thoughts - “David Decided to Love”

King Saul put on his armor and prepared his sword. He had just arrived back after chasing the Philistines but he
was not going to get to rest. King Saul had just received an important message, “David is in the desert!”

Saul thought: “This is my opportunity. I can finally kill David.”

God had chosen Saul to be Israel’s first king. At first Saul was a good king, but then he began to disobey God.
For that reason God had to choose another king, one who would obey Him.

God decided the next king of Israel would be David because he loved and obeyed God. The people also loved
David and that made King Saul very angry, “I hate David. He’s trying to take my throne away.”

That was not true but the more Saul thought about David with hate, the more convinced he was that David was
his enemy. Saul started looking for a way to kill David. Saul called his army and went with them to look for
him. David was hiding in a cave when he heard a noise. There was another person in the cave! David and his
men looked ..... there was King Saul!

David’s friends told him, “This is your chance to kill Saul. He is bad, he disobeys God and he is also trying to
kill you. God brought Saul here so you can kill him.”

(Read the next sentences slowly and with drama.)

Very carefully David slip up to Saul, took his knife out, stretched out his arm towards the king, and cut off .....
one edge of his robe. David snuck back to where his men were. Saul did not hear or feel a thing!

David immediately felt badly; he had shown disrespect towards a king, “I should not have done that. God chose
him to be the king of Israel. I will not hurt King Saul!”

After a few minutes Saul left the cave to keep looking for David. David waited until Saul was a bit far away and
then he also walked out of the cave. “Saul,” David shouted!

The king looked back, surprised. Saul could not believe that David was so close!




David bowed down before him and said, “Why do you listen to those who tell you that I want to hurt you?”
David showed Saul the piece of cloth and shouted, “Look - | could have taken your life! My men begged me to.
I will never try to hurt you; the king chosen by God. Why are you still trying to kill me?”

Saul saw the cloth; it was from his robe! In shock Saul thought, “David could have taken my life and I wanted
to kill him.” King Saul was sad about his evil thoughts towards David and his intent to kill him. Finally Saul
said, “You are a better man than me. Someday you will be king and when you are, promise me you will not kill
my family. Let them live.”

“I promise!” David replied and returned to his hiding place in the cave. Saul could change his mind and try to
kill him again. But he trusted that God would help him and when God saw fit he would allow him to be king.
Until that day came, David would fulfill the commandment of God and not kill Saul.

1 will read several situations to you. If I point to you, step back and say, “I will obey God and do the right
thing.” Then say what you would do in each situation:

e Your best friend made fun of you because you like to sleep with your doll.

e The friend sitting next to you wrote in your exercise book.

e A big boy stopped you at the school gate and took away your pencils
Jesus says that we should love our enemies and pray for those who mistreat us. God wants His people to choose
love instead of evil.

Memorization

“Obey the Lord your God and follow His commands and decrees that I give you today.” (Deuteronomy 27:10)
Divide the verse into several phrases, for example: “Obey the Lord”, “your God”, “follow His commands,” etc.
Write a phrase on each card, place the cards face down on the table, and mix them up well. Pick a card and form
a complete sentence with the phrase that is written on the card.

For example: the card says “Obey the Lord,” and the child completes: “Obey the Lord your God and be kind to
your sister.”)

Each child that picks up a card should complete the sentence. Place each used card face up on the table,
assembling the verse.

Draw an angry and a smiley face:

1. Look at the angry face and think of someone who did something bad to you. Pray silently for that person. Ask
God to help you forgive them.

2. Look at the smiley face and think about how happy you will be when you see that person again. After forgiving
and showing love to that person there will be no more anger. Your friendship will continue!

3. Pray, asking God to help us love and forgive those who have treated us badly.




Activity 19

TAKE CARE OF YOUR THOUGHTS
Scriptures: Exodus 20:13; 1 Samuel 24; Matthew 5:21-22, 43-45

Lesson Objective: Help the students to understand how important it is to forgive.

Memory Verse: “Obey the Lord your God and follow his commands and decrees that | give you today. ”

1 and Doing Whe

(Deuteronomy 27:10)

I could have chosen
killed you, but I will not do
didn't.
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Scripture: 2 Kings 5:13-27

The ten most important rules
2 O STEALING AND LYING BRING BAD b{m'z.“ 05

Help the students understand that stealing “Obey the Lord your God and follow his
and lying are bad sins. God can forgive us commands and decrees that | give you today. ”
if we repent. (Deuteronomy 27:10)

Thoughts for the Teacher

e Prepare in advance the teaching materials you will use for this lesson and try to have your
classroom ready before your students arrive.
e Remember to welcome visitors and collect their information to contact them during the week

Introduction to the Bible Story

Stealing and lying Brings Bad Consequences 2 Kings 5:13-27

Naaman was an important man who worked for the king. He lived far from Israel and had an Israelite servant
who worked for him and knew the true God. Naaman got very sick with a bad disease that affected his skin and
caused sores all over his body called leprosy. Naaman had treatments but none had helped him. It was even
getting worse!

One day the servant spoke to Naaman’s wife and said, “Elisha, the prophet of God can help your husband. He
is in Israel. He should go see him!”

Naaman went to Israel and visited Elisha. The prophet knew what the general should do to be healed by God.
Naaman did what the prophet told him and his leprosy disappeared. His skin was like new; all the sores were
gone! He was so happy! “Thank you, thank you,” he said to Elisha. “Now I know that there is no God in the
whole world like the God of Israel. Please accept these gifts in appreciation.”

“No,” Elisha answered. “God healed you, I did not. I will not accept them!”

“Go in peace,” Elisha said to Naaman.

Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, had been listening. “I can’t believe that Elisha did not accept anything from this Syrian
Naaman! He had beautiful clothes and gifts of silver. Elisha should have accepted something!” he thought.
The servant continued thinking. Finally he decided what he would do. “I will run after Naaman and ask him for
a gift and keep it for myself.” Gehazi began to run.

In the distance Naaman saw him approaching and turned to find Elisha’s servant. Naaman asked, “Is everything
all right?

“Yes, everything is fine,” said Gehazi. “But Elisha has a message for you. There are two young people who
need your help. He is asking you to give me the silver gifts and the robes for them.”

“Very well!” said Naaman. “I will give you the gifts for Elisha.”

Gehazi took the gifts from Naaman and returned to Elisha.

“Where were you, Gehazi?” Elisha asked him.

“What do you mean?” he replied. “I didn’t go anywhere.

Elisha shook his head sadly and said, “I know what you did Gehazi! You lied & you stole. You also sinned
against God. You broke His commandments.”




Gehazi bent his head in shame. Elisha had discovered what he had done.

“Now you will be punished for your sin! Elisha said. “You and your children will have leprosy, in the same
way that Naaman had it before he was healed.” And so it happened.

Very sadly, Gehazi had to learn the bad consequences of breaking God’s commandments.

“What did you hear?” Review:

All the children will sit in a circle.

To review the story, ask questions to see what the children heard:

For example, you can say: “I heard that there was an important man, that he was a military man.”
Ask the child #1 on your left: “What did you hear about it?”

Child #1 might answer: “His name was Naaman.”

Child #1 will ask child #2: “What did you hear?

Child #2 might say: “Naaman had a servant.”

Child #2 will ask child #3: “What did you hear?”

And in that way, they will continue to tell the Bible story

Memorization

Obey the Lord your God and follow his commands and decrees that | give you today. (Deuteronomy 27:10)

Write the above verse on some small cut out cards, each word on its own card. Mix the cards up. Choose the
same number of children that there are cards. Have the children stand in a line. Give one card to each child.
Have the children try to figure out their correct arrangement and speak out loud the verse as it is supposed to be.

Whether we are children or adults, God has the power to forgive us and keep us from falling. Pray with and for
the children that God will help them be avoid lying. We should always tell the truth!




Activity 20

STEALING AND LYING BRING BAD CONSEQUENCES

Scripture: 2 Kings 5:13-27

Lesson Objective: Help the students understand that stealing and lying are bad sins. God can forgive us if we
repent.

Memory Verse: “Obey the Lord your God and follow his commands and decrees that | give you today. ”
(Deuteronomy 27:10)

What did Gehazi do?

Oy

()l lied to Naaman.

()l tod Naaman that
Elisha wantad to 388 him,

(e bought new clothes.
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Oh took money and
clothes that did not
belong to him.
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